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DEVOTION

Grace has no finish line

Pastor Ivy Schultz
Gustaf Adolf Lutheran Church, Gwinner, ND

ON THE ROAD

TOGETHER
Traveling into the next 500 years

“LET US RUN WITH ENDURANCE THE RACE THAT IS SET BEFORE US, LOOKING
UNTO JESUS, THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH” Hebrews 12: 1-2
In May of 2015 I ran my first half marathon. Experienced runners had said that somewhere between
mile 8 and 10 would likely be where I would begin to struggle but it would pass. There I was, high
fiving my friend and running companion as we met each mile marker. As I approached mile 8 I tried to
prepare myself for the inevitable. Mile 8 came and there was a jubilant high five. It wasn’t so bad! Mile 9
brought another one. Mile 10 was amazing and we couldn’t believe how cool this was. Mile 11 we
revamped our goal time because we were doing well. We were tired but not ready to give up. Then
came mile 12. We had 1.2 miles left to go and we had decided to increase our pace. But my legs didn’t
want to cooperate. By this time I didn’t think there was any chance that we were going to make our
original goal pace, let alone the revamped one. My legs felt like they were pushing against pools of
Jell-o. The Fargodome was in sight and it felt like quitting time.
“Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of
our faith.” There are times in our lives, and in the lives of our congregations, when things get murky and
tough. It’s hard to see where the Spirit is leading because the brokenness and sinfulness of our nature
is blocking the finish line. It’s hard to imagine high fives at council meetings and passing the peace
feels strange. But there are other times when the Spirit is up to something, bumping up your finish time,
giving you new energy and spurring creativity. God is at work in all of the work of the church whether
we recognize it or not.
Here’s the beauty of our faith and how it works within life – when we are running (or walking or
crawling) and it’s as though we can’t take one more step, we have Jesus, “…the author and finisher of
our faith,” who carries us through those times. The Holy Spirit breathes into us the breath that we feel
we don’t have the strength to take. And then we discover that we have made it through another day,
another week, another month. When we look back we can think that it was only by the grace of God
that we made it.
We praise God readily when life is good. When things fall into place we call ourselves ‘blessed’. When
we receive the news of a pay increase we call ourselves ‘blessed’. It’s much more difficult when we’re
running the race and hit mile 12 and it’s hard to go on. The truth of the matter is that we are blessed
even when we can hardly keep our heads above water. We are blessed because blessing doesn’t
actually mean we are lucky to be bestowed with good fortune of some sort. We are blessed because
Christ took away the power of that which seems to take over our lives.
The last mile of the half marathon was tough. There was no way I thought I could finish and no way that
it would be within my goal time. But we endured. We held the faith and finished under the goal time.
When the race was over it was glorious. Beautiful. Awe-filled. This is what we have been promised.
A finish like none other.
Sustaining God, you have entrusted us with a mission and give us the church to participate in that
mission. Guide us, teach us, renew us, and lead us into the future that you have already entered.
Remind us of your presence and grant us the courage and the strength to finish the race. In your good
and gracious name we pray, Amen.
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