
Dear beloved ones in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
 
What a wild ride we’re taking in these March days as we deal with the implications 
of the Covid19 pandemic!   It’s hard to remember another situation that seemed as 
“fluid” and fast-changing as this one.     
 
Such an unsettled environment calls us as people of faith to be all the more rooted 
and grounded in our confidence in the boundless, unconditional love of God.   We 
are also being invited to reimagine how we will “do church” in this time and place. 
 
Your synod staff has been working closely with the synod executive committee 
and council to craft some recommendations and resources that hopefully will help 
you, your fellow church members, and your neighbors. Specifically pass on to you 
the following recommendations that were approved by the synod executive 
committee yesterday (see below). 
 
DEALING WITH THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
Recommendations for the Eastern North Dakota Synod ELCA 
March 16, 2020 
 

The Executive Committee of the Eastern North Dakota Synod met with the synod 
staff via conference call today and approved the following recommendations, 
which reflect the latest (3/15/2020) advice of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) that, in accordance with its guidance for large events and mass gatherings, 
recommends that for the next 8 weeks, organizers (whether groups or individuals) 
cancel or postpone in-person events that consist of 50 people or more throughout 
the United States (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/index.html)  

Recommendation #1:   That all synod-sponsored events scheduled for the next 
eight weeks (through May 11, 2020) will either be held virtually OR be postponed 
OR be cancelled.  
 
Recommendation #2:  For up to the next eight weeks (through May 11, 2020) the 
synod staff will work remotely, and our synod offices in Fargo and Jamestown will 
not be regularly staffed. During this time, the staff is committed to covering the 
core functions of the synod as well as tend to individual responsibilities. This plan 
will be reassessed each week by the bishop or the synod executive committee.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/index.html
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Recommendation #3:   That all congregations and ministry agencies of Eastern 
North Dakota Synod follow the Center for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines for 
worship and other gatherings and activities, including the option to suspend 
worship or other activities, for up to eight weeks (through May 11, 2020). 
 
Recommendation #4:   That all congregations and ministry agencies encourage 
their ministers and other employees (which may include some “regular” 
volunteers) to work remotely when possible.  This plan will be reassessed each 
week by the congregation councils or agency boards. 
 
Please share and discuss these recommendations in your congregations/ministry 
agencies and invite your congregation council or governing board to create a plan 
for how your congregation/agency will move thoughtfully and faithfully through 
this time of national emergency.   Please also be on the lookout for continuing 
messages and resources from our synod and from the ELCA churchwide 
organization.    May God give us the gifts of wisdom, insight, imagination and 
resilience as we walk together through this challenging time. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact any of us on the synod staff with questions, 
concerns or suggestions.    We treasure the partnership we share through Christ 
Jesus our Lord, Savior and Healer. 
 
Lenten blessings! 

 
Lawrence R. Wohlrabe 
Interim Bishop, Eastern North Dakota Synod 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
 
 


