
June 26, 2020 

Dear beloved ones of our Eastern ND Synod: 

The peace of Christ be with you all! 

On March 17th I wrote to you to share the following decision by our Synod Executive Committee:   
For up to the next eight weeks (through May 11, 2020) the synod staff will work remotely, and 
our synod offices in Fargo and Jamestown will not be regularly staffed. During this time, the staff 
is committed to covering the core functions of the synod as well as tend to individual 
responsibilities. This plan will be reassessed each week by the bishop or the synod executive 
committee.  

  
So much has happened since March 17!  The coronavirus pandemic itself has become an unfolding 
reality, seemingly with a mind of its own.   We’ve embraced flexibility in all the ways we live our lives.  
Today, as I write this letter, the pandemic has ebbed in some parts of the country even as it continues to 
surge in other areas.    Thanks to the great leadership of our governmental and public health officials, 
North Dakota has begun a “re-opening” process—mindful that if there’s a resurgence of the virus, we 
may need to “walk back” some of the steps we’ve begun to take. 
 
With that in mind, I’m pleased to announce that effective July 6, 2020 we will begin a thoughtful, 
phased re-opening of our synod office in Fargo.    Our approach to doing so is heavily influenced by 
the ways in which our “landlord,” LSS of North Dakota, will be gradually opening its Fargo service 
center.      
 
This re-opening will mean a number of things: 
 

• Starting July 6th, although the LSS building and our synod office will remain closed to “walk-in 
traffic,” some members of the synod staff (Alia Bartell, Jakelle Hoffmann, and Bp. Larry 
Wohlrabe) will be working in the office during the remainder of summer, Monday through 
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.   Synod staff members will be able to meet with 1-2 visitors in the 
synod office, by appointment only, normally for no more than 60 minutes per appointment.      

 
• Because the LSS Building will still be locked, visitors with appointments with a synod staff 

person will need to call 701.232.3381 when they reach the LSS parking lot in order to gain 
entrance to the building.   Synod staff and visitors will be expected to observe strict social-
distancing, the wearing of a face covering (a free disposable mask will be furnished if you forget 
to bring your own), and very careful hygiene procedures (hand sanitizer will be available).   In the 
interest of protecting the health of staff and visitors, we will suspend shaking hands, giving hugs 
and offering coffee or other beverages to visitors. 

 
• Synod staff members who aren’t regularly working from the office (Sarah Baumgarten, Pr. 

Jessica Daum, and Shar Gumke) will continue working remotely from their homes.   Please 
remember that folks from our synod are always welcome to connect with any synod staff 
member via the phone, email, or digital-meeting technologies (e.g. Zoom). 

 
• In consultation with LSS of North Dakota, we will continue these practices throughout the 

summer.  As we monitor the situation with the pandemic, we may need to adjust these procedures 
and/or adopt new procedures.   We will let you know about any changes that are made to the 
procedures described in this letter.   
 



• As always, our foremost concern is for the health and well-being of all synod staff and visitors to 
the synod office.  Our watchword remains: “Love your neighbor as yourself,” Mark 12:31. 

 

If you have questions or comments about the re-opening process described above, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me or any member of our synod staff team (see names and contact information below). 

I give thanks for all the ways you continue to be the church in Eastern North Dakota.   Thanks for your 
courage, your imagination, your flexibility, and your faith that God is still calling us to bear the light of 
Christ wherever we go! 

In faith and friendship, 

 

Lawrence R. Wohlrabe 
Interim Bishop, Eastern North Dakota Synod ELCA 
 
How to Contact the Eastern ND Synod Staff Team: 
 
Synod Office:701.232.3381 (answered M-Th from 9am-4pm) 
 
Rev. Larry Wohlrabe - Interim Bishop; larry@eandsynod.org; cell 218.329.6665 

Shar Gumke - Associate with the Bishop; shar@eandsynod.org; 701.320.1920 

Jakelle Hoffmann - Associate with the Bishop; jakelle@eandsynod.org; 701.388.5150 

Rev. Jessica Harris Daum - Director for Evangelical Mission; jessica@eandsynod.org; 605.215.6677 

Alia Bartell - Synod Ministry Coordinator; alia@eandsynod.org  

Sarah Baumgarten - Office and Communications Coordinator; sarah@eandsynod.org 
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