
“Living Well” Devotionals 

Matthew 14:25-33, from the Gospel for August 9, 2020 

“…And early in the morning [Jesus] came walking towards [the 
disciples] on the lake. But when the disciples saw him walking on the 
lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in 
fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is 
I; do not be afraid.’ 

Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on 
the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started 
walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed 
the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried 
out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand and 
caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ 
When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat 
worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’”  

When I was just a wee, little lad….Sunday School almost ruined this 
Bible story for me. 

That’s because my dedicated, well-meaning Sunday School teacher 
mistakenly imagined that Peter was the main character here, and that the 
worst thing Peter did was to have a moment of doubt. 

Treating this miracle story as more of a morality play, my teacher 
wagged her finger at us kids, warning us that  “whatever you do, don’t 
you ever doubt Jesus!” 

By lifting up doubt as an unforgiveable sin, my Sunday School 
encounter with this story made me miss the simple fact this is a tale 
that’s far less about Peter sinking and far more about Jesus saving!  

So when Peter sinks beneath the waves, he immediately cries out:  
“Lord, save me!” and Jesus immediately reaches out his hand and 
catches him. 



Anne Lamott in her book entitled Help, Thanks, Wow, regards Peter’s 
spontaneous cry as one of the “three essential prayers.”    

“Help!” without a doubt is the prayer most often uttered in this world—
even by unbelievers. 

When it dawns on us that we were toast but God rescued us…we’re 
moved to pray the other two “essential prayers:”   “Thanks, God, for 
saving my bacon once again….” and “Wow, Lord, your wonders never 
cease to amaze me!” 

As we conclude this final “Living Well” devotional before our synod 
assembly begins a week from Friday, let us pray right now: 

• Almighty Creator, we’re awestruck by the responsibility you give 
us to wisely and faithfully steward your overflowing grace.   We 
praise you for the digital technology that allows us to “meet” 
together when we cannot safely gather under one roof. 

• Faithful God, help us to prepare and understand the business 
before us, and inspire us to deliberate faithfully, imaginatively, and 
courageously. 

• Generous Lord, thank you for raising up candidates who are 
ready, willing and able to serve your mission through our synod.   
Grateful for your guidance, we will call forth the servants—
including a new synod bishop—who will faithfully serve you, your 
mission and your people. 

In the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

  


