
“Living Well” Devotionals  

Matthew 13:31-33 from the Gospel for July 26, 2020 

[Jesus] put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field;  it is the smallest of all the seeds, 
but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches." He told them another 
parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with 
three measures of flour until all of it was leavened." 

In just three short weeks we’ll meet in our first-ever, all-digital Synod Assembly.   
Our theme, as we’ve been discussing it in these weekly devotionals, is “Living 
Well.” 

But we also have a tagline for our upcoming assembly:  “It Takes All of Us.”     

This tagline puts the spotlight on the most critical item on our agenda:  the election 
of the next bishop of our Eastern North Dakota Synod.  When we meet August 14-
16 we’ll do something that has only been done four times since 1988—we’ll elect 
a new bishop, our next bishop. 

This “It Takes All of Us” tagline invites us to remember that in this critical bishop 
election, every voting member will count because every vote will count…because 
voting is how we’ll conclude the months-long season of discernment we’ve been in  
since former Bishop Brand resigned last December. 

“It Takes All of Us” means that a bishop election “works” only if everyone shows 
up….whether you’re from the largest--membership congregation in our synod 
(which has nearly 4,000 in worship every week) or the smallest--membership 
congregation in our synod (which has an average of 6 persons in worship every 
week).    

Here’s the deal, though:   every single one of our synod’s 194 congregations is 
eligible to register at least one lay voting member to represent them at synod 
assembly (for the record:  larger-membership congregations are eligible to send 
more than one lay voting member). 

But do we mean it when we say that every voting member counts at synod 
assembly?   You bet we do! 



When I was bishop in the Northwestern Minnesota Synod, one year we had an 
exact tie on the final ballot between two nominees for synod vice president.  So we 
had to conduct ANOTHER “final” ballot to break that tie by just a handful of 
votes. 

This is a powerful reminder of one of Jesus’ core teachings, namely that God loves 
to work through small, tiny things.   

Here in Matthew 13, Jesus likens the kingdom of heaven to a miniscule mustard 
seed or just a smidgin of yeast—teeny, tiny realities that in God’s miraculous 
power are transformed into expanding shade trees or racks of loaves of fresh 
homemade bread—hot out of the oven! 

Because God can do amazing things through just one person—Jesus, for 
example!—you and I have every reason to believe that every voting member will 
make a difference when our synod gathers in assembly next month. 

In the name of Jesus.   Amen. 

Oh—and by the way:  registration for synod assembly voting members closes on 
August 3! 

 


