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Lent Week 4: March 22, 2020 

Gospel: John 9:1-41 
Other readings: 1 Samuel 16:1-13, Psalm 23, Ephesians 5:8-14 

By Deacon Shera W. Nesheim 
 
Exegetical Work (Gospel of John 9:1-41) 
 
This is a very long text to work with, but there are a lot of fun ideas to play with - so pick 
one and really shine light on it, to help people see Jesus at work in their own lives.  
 
Here are a few things that struck me as I worked with the passage: 

1. The focus of this periscope is “blindness.” Words for blindness, sight, seeing, and 
so forth crop up 24 times in this 41-verse story.  

2. God once again uses unlikely characters (a blind man with no economic stature 
or reputation, a person whose blindness was thought to be caused by sin) to 
proclaim the truth about who Jesus is, repeatedly! Numerous times he has to tell 
the Pharisees, his parents, and those around him about Jesus’ work in his life - to 
me this is proclamation and testifying to the good news! He even speaks the truth 
in the face of danger (see v. 22 and v. 24-34).  

3. The Pharisees cannot see who Jesus really is. Their attention is focused on laws 
regarding the Sabbath and on who the Messiah is believed to be. They cling to 
religious “rules” and this blinds them. In John's Gospel, "sin" at its most basic is 
not recognizing Jesus as God's Messiah, the person through whom God is at 
work to save the world.1 They assume that their knowledge of the law 
automatically means they see things rightly - but this focus on right seeing 
actually blinds them to their own sin and prevents them from recognizing Jesus 
for who he is. 

4. Isn’t it curious that Jesus heard that the “formerly blind man” had been driven out 
of the synagogue by the Jews, and Jesus intentionally went and found him. They 
have a stunning conversation where Jesus asks him about who he believes in 
and this man, with newly opened eyes and an open heart, says, “Lord, I 
believe...and worshipped him.” (v. 38). This is the only time in the gospel of John 
that anyone is said to do this. 

 
 
 
 

 
1 http://www.workingpreacher.org/craft.aspx?post=1583 
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Preaching the text (ideas, illustrations, connections with Living Well) 
 
When reading this text with the lens of vocation and living well I think a lot about the 
purpose of the blind man, of Jesus, and about my own purpose. Reflecting on these 
things and doing some “holy listening” for God’s work in our lives through our vocations 
can better equip us for seeing and serving those in need. Below are some questions 
and ponderings to think about as you engage the text and think about drawing your 
congregation into a practice of thinking “vocationally” about their lives.  
 
Perhaps you want to play with the metaphor for seeing, becoming aware, having an 
awakening - a new future, a new path, a new purpose and goal. When the man regains 
his sight his life is completely transformed. Where have we felt blind in our lives? Where 
have we experienced a sense of new sight, new life, a new chance to be the person we 
have been called to be? 
 
What is the purpose of this blind man’s life? He was born blind. Did that really mean his 
parents’ sinned? What was this man’s vocation as a blind person (a beggar, dependent 
on others) and what was his new vocation as a seeing person (a teacher, a 
proclaimer)? How did he react to such a huge change in call?  
 
What was the purpose of Jesus’ actions in this story? Did he realize the impact of his 
ministry of healing and how his actions would cause a greater stir in the Jewish 
community? Jesus heals on the Sabbath, he breaks the rules, he says that the blind 
man is not born from sin, and instead “was born blind so that God’s works might be 
revealed in him” (v. 3). Be careful here to not attribute people’s (dis)abilities with a 
greater cause for God’s miraculous work - but instead lift up the promise of God’s work 
in our lives in a multitude of ways. 
 
What was the purpose of the Pharisees’ dismissal of the blind man and of Jesus as 
Messiah? How is the Gospel of John showing us a greater cultural and contextual 
picture where early Jews were dismissed for their faith in Christ?2 Like the Pharisees, 
who is around us, speaking truth to us when before, we could not hear? Are we 
listening? What is preventing us from truly hearing? What are they challenging us to 
hear? How does this change our lives? Our call? 
 
How do we talk about “purpose” within our own lives? Our purpose and calling make up 
our vocation. I think too often we narrow our focus of vocation to one thing: one’s job,  

 
2 Chapter 15, “The Man Born Blind: The Split from Judaism Is Complete” in John Shelby Spong’s book, 
“The Fourth Gospel: Tales of a Jewish Mystic” is an enlightening way to think about this text. 



“Living Well: Vocationally”    a Lenten Journey 

3 

or one’s way of acting professionally in the world. It’s more than what we’re known for, 
or what our title designates us as. Instead, Luther challenges us to think about our 
vocation as using our “station” in life (son or daughter, priest or servant, judge or farmer 
or soldier, etc.) to focus on the greatness of relationship with the other. What this means 
is that the entirety of your life - all of your vocations or stations you find yourself in are 
basically your spiritual work: that which is other-centered, and therefore Christ-centered. 
 
How does our life point to the needs of those around us? How does our station give us 
opportunities for living lives of vocation? Perhaps this means, like the blind man, 
speaking the truth when it’s dangerous, growing out of other’s perceptions of us and 
claiming our own identities as children of God, growing up and living beyond what 
others might expect of us/reputations (ahem...small towns) and believing God’s 
baptismal promises.  
 
Perhaps it means finding purpose in the path to which we are called: to know that all we 
have been given is from God and that we are to use our gifts, skills, and abilities to 
serve God by serving our neighbor. 
 
The blind man didn’t need to listen to Jesus and “go” and “wash” - and yet he did. He 
took a chance and tried something new: he let someone put mud and spit on his eyes, 
he walked a new path, he believed something new could happen, “he washed and 
came back able to see” (v. 7). This changed his entire life.  
 
How are we being intentional in our own holy listening, to pay attention to the ways in 
which Jesus is making us new or giving us new opportunities? Who is beside us, 
removing the blindfold that inhibits our ability to see a new way? Helping us see? 
Encouraging us to “go” and to “wash” and to be made new - and not only believe it for 
ourselves, but to share this good news with others! 
 
How are we listening for the voice inside us, the voice of Jesus that says: You are 
beautifully and wonderfully made. You have specific and creative gifts to share with this 
world - you embody my love, so that the world might know me more. This is the time, 
this is the place, where you are called to share your calling with others, for the sake of 
the world. 
 
What does this all mean during LENT? 
Lent can be a time for listening and slowing down. It can be a time where new spiritual 
practices are developed and integrated into daily life. Allow yourself to be blind. What do 
you hear? What do you smell? What do you feel? What is stirring within you? Remove 
your blindfold: Allow yourself to slowly see the world around you with a fresh vision. 
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Who is in need? How can you use your specific gifts and talents to care for your 
neighbor? 
 
Sacramental Connections 
 
Just as our wellness wheel is centered around our baptismal identity, so too is this text. 
The crux of the action in this text is when change happens in the pool of Siloam. When 
a blind man’s life is completely changed by the work of Jesus, he is washed and made 
new and he goes forth proclaiming the good news. 
 
Our own lives are completely transformed in baptism: when in holy water, our sin is put 
to death and we are made new. As Luther inspires us to remember our baptism daily, 
we are called to repeatedly wash, to remember who we are in Christ and to live into our 
vocation as “follower” of Christ. This means we are challenged to live as people who are 
called to “respond, sometimes by political action and other times through acts of 
generosity and mercy.”3 We are called to action as we live our lives baptized and made 
free!  
 
Perhaps in worship you would incorporate a remembrance of baptism or a healing rite 
with oil as anointing and renewing. These could be powerful Sacramental connections 
that draw people into the experience of the blind man, and remind them to believe in 
their baptismal promises in Jesus Christ. 
 
Children’s Sermon 
Have a conversation: What do you want to be when you grow up? (This question 
always gets great answers!). Talk about each child’s dreams, goals, aspirations. 
 
Ask, “What are you good at? What gifts come naturally to you?” (i.e. drawing, reading, 
basketball, etc). How could you use what you’re good at to benefit those around you? 
Give a simple summary of the blind man’s journey of once being a beggar and now is 
changing people’s lives by sharing the story about how Jesus changed his life and 
made him see. Remind the children that in their baptism, Jesus also changes their life 
and gives them the gift of sharing their passions with the world. 
 
Another idea that could be cross-generational: 
You could prepare simple blindfolds -- strips of cloth -- that people would wear during 
part or all of the reading of this story. (Alternatively and more simply, of course, folks 
could just close their eyes, but I think there's something about being physically inhibited 

 
3 Sundays and Seasons, pg. 123 
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from seeing that would be valuable to experience.) You could either have all the people 
not be able to see for the whole reading, or have some groups remove their blindfolds at 
certain parts -- perhaps folks can number off by three and 1) some can see the whole 
time, 2) some are blindfolded and regain sight when the man born blind does, and 3) 
some be kept from seeing for the whole story.4 I loved this idea because it was a 
tangible way for people to participate in the reading of a very LONG gospel text! 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
In our darkness, in our waiting, Lord Christ, come among us and light our path. Anoint 
us with your Spirit, for you astonish us with your mercy and grace that empowers us to 
share your love with the world. For you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Hymn of the Day Ideas 
 
ELW - Be Thou My Vision 
ELW 768 - Lead me, Guide me 
ELW 692 - We Are an Offering 
ELW 712 - Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 
 
 
Synod Challenge ($ for Wells in CAR) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4 http://www.workingpreacher.org/craft.aspx?post=1583 


