
PURPOSE:

The purpose of this
program (LIFE) is to
provide education in
the areas of worship,
Lutheran theology, Old
and New Testament
studies, pastoral care
including visitation,
outreach, crisis care
and management, faith
development, and
leadership. 

And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God.
Let them be a living and holy sacrifice, the kind he will accept. When you think of

what he has done for you, is this too much to ask? Don’t copy the behavior and
customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing
the way you think. Then you will know what God wants you to do, and you will

know how good and pleasing and perfect His will really is. 
Romans 12:1-2

We believe in the life-long calling to live out our
baptismal covenant, to learn, to grow, to serve, and
to love one another. This program of study embraces
the vital ministry of helping God’s people to discern
and use their gifts with confidence within their
families, friends, congregations, and communities.

We seek to deepen the understanding of
theologically-curious laity; and empower lay people
to serve their congregations as life-long learners,
educators, friendly visitors to those in need,
evangelists, lay preachers, worship leaders,
musicians, ministers of prayer, and other pathways
to serving God and neighbor.

Most participants come to learn more and grow in
their faith.  While some of the participants may fill in
for pastors or serve congregations in other ways, this
is not the expectation. However, for those being
called to serve as a synod authorized minister,
please contact the synod office for more information.

WHAT TO EXPECT

Serving the synods of Eastern ND and Northwestern MN



LIFE events are generally held in a  handicap-
accessible congregation located along the
border of the NWMN and EaND synods. Cost of
the event includes handouts, morning
refreshments and a noon meal.  

Eastern North Dakota Synod
PO Box 2019
Fargo, ND 58103
www.eandsynod.org

Shar Gumke
shar@eandsynod.org

Northwestern Minnesota Synod
Concordia College
Moorhead, MN 56560
www.nwmnsynod.org

Pr Karen Young Trenne
kyoungtrenne@cord.edu 

The present program originated
in the western North Dakota
District, ALC, in the 1980s. It was
a program to equip lay people to
preach where ordained people
were unavailable. Parishes heard
about this opportunity and
schools of lay ministry (formerly
called GIFTS) were established in
each respective synod.
In 2011, the Northwestern
Minnesota and Eastern North
Dakota synods joined
together to share and grow
this ministry. In addition to
supporting lay preaching, the
program now provides
education for lay people
through a program called Lay
School of Theology. This
program focused on ways the
synod might raise up lay
people who would continue
on to become synod
authorized ministers.  The
program was renamed LIFE in
2020  to provide education
for all lay people for their
own purposes and
edification, and to equip lay
people to serve their
neighbors as Bible study
leaders, Sunday School
teachers, parish visitors,
music leaders, and in many
other ways.
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