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“Jesus Christ calls us to live in love as we serve, equip and challenge God’s people.” 

January 15, 2020 

Dear beloved people of the Eastern North Dakota Synod: 

God’s grace, mercy and peace be multiplied unto you through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

Thank you so much for inviting me to serve as your interim bishop for the next 7 ½ months.   Thank you for 

inviting me to walk with you as we enter this liminal (threshold) space, this in-between time for our Eastern 

North Dakota Synod.   

Last week we said farewell to Bishop Terry Brandt who had served you faithfully and well since his elec-

tion in 2014, as well as for six years prior to that, as a member of your synod staff.   I’m glad that my wife 

Joy and I could be part of the farewell festivities, as we heard so many of you share memories and pay 

heartfelt tributes to Bishop Terry.  Our prayers and blessings go with him as today he begins his new Call as 

Vice President for Advancement at Concordia College of Moorhead.  God bless you, Terry and Kristi 

and your family, in this new venture. 

Today you and I commence a short period of shared ministry, provided for in your synod constitution:    

+S8.54.  Should the bishop… resign…, the vice president shall convene the Synod Council to arrange for 

the appropriate care of the responsibilities of the bishop until an election of a new bishop can be held…. 

Such arrangements may include the appointment by the Synod Council of an interim bishop, who during the 

vacancy or period of disability shall possess all of the powers and authority of a regularly elected bishop.” 

I bring to this interim ministry nearly 25 years of service on the staffs of our neighbors in the Southwestern 

Minnesota and Northwestern Minnesota Synods.   Moreover, during my own recent tenure as bishop in the 

NW MN Synod (2007-2019) I came to know many of you through the various ministries our two synods 

share together, e.g. our First Call Theological Education program for rostered ministers in their early years 

of service.  I have experienced first-hand the love, kinship, and affinity that the people of God in east-

ern ND and northwestern MN have for one another! 

So, what can you expect from me in this new ministry partnership?    

You can expect me to pray for your synod every day—its congregations, ministries, rostered minis-

ters, lay leaders and all the faithful.    

You can expect me to tend the duties of the synodical bishop, described in daunting detail in your 

synod constitution (+S8.12) .    

You can expect me to work with and affirm your wonderful synod staff along with the elected 

leaders of your synod.    

You can expect me to support (mostly “behind the scenes”) the process of discernment your synod is 

entering as you prepare to call a new bishop at the synod assembly, June 6-7 in Fargo.    

You can expect me to listen to you and walk with you as together we “…live in love as we serve, 

equip, and challenge God's people" (from the synod’s mission statement). 

Dear friends, let us uphold one another as we claim the best news of all: that our Lord Jesus Christ ac-

companies us in this “in-between” time and in all the years to come.   In the stirring words of the 

hymnwriter Philipp Nicolai, “For Christ goes with us all the way—today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!” (ELW 

#308 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright) 

Your brother in Christ, 

 

 

Lawrence R. Wohlrabe 

Interim Bishop, Eastern North Dakota Synod 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

http://www.eandsynod.org/

