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Tricia and I are excited to be able to journey to the Holy Land next February 19 – 28, 2019 for my 10th
(and her 4th) life-changing trip. We would love to have you join us.
Our faith will be strengthened and we will deepen our understanding of the Bible and sacred history.
We will visit sites where Jesus ministered, sail on the Sea of Galilee, relax at the Dead Sea, walk the
streets of Jerusalem, and enjoy great food and accommodations.
Walking in the footsteps of sacred history, you will never be the same again. Join us to make life-time
memories.
Blessings,
Pastor Dan and Tricia Carlson
4380 8th Avenue NE
Northwood, ND 58267
Cell- 701-330-4495

10-Day Journey through Sacred History in the Holy Land
February 19 – 28, 2019
SUGGESTED SITES ITINERARY
Day 1 – Tuesday, February 19, 2019 – Depart USA
Tour members meet for our flights to Israel. We are on our way, beginning our dream trip walking where Jesus walked.
Day 2 – Wednesday, February 20, 2019 – Tel Aviv
Upon arrival at Ben Gurion International Airport, after customs and security, you will be greeted by our representative and
meet your tour guide. We transfer to our awaiting motorcoach and proceed to our hotel in Netanya in time for late dinner
and overnight.
Day 3 – Thursday, February 21, 2019
Caesarea / Akko / Megiddo / Tiberias
After enjoying an abundant breakfast buffet, we begin the first full day of our spiritual journey in the Holy Land by traveling
north along the Mediterranean Sea to visit Caesarea, the ancient seaport built by Herod the Great. Paul was imprisoned here
and this was the site of Peter’s first Gentile convert. Next, onward to Akko, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, one of the oldest
cities in Israel – a 4,500-year-old city with its rich multicultural history. We will hear and see the secrets of the city above and
the city beneath. Visit the Crusader Tunnel built in an echo chamber - see and hear the sea above and around you. We will
visit the Hospitaller Fortress (Knight’s Hall). Afterwards, we proceed to Megiddo with its 24 layers of civilizations overlooking
the Valley of Jezreel, also known as the Valley of Armageddon. Finally, time permitting, we drive to Zepporis, the main Jewish
city in the days of Jesus in the Lower Galilee. Our day ends as we drive to the Sea of Galilee, arriving at our hotel in time for
dinner.
Day 4 – Friday, February 22, 2019
Around the Sea of Galilee / Caesarea Philippi / Mt. of Beatitudes / Capernaum / Boat Ride / Yigal Alon Museum /
Magdala
We begin the day with our journey to Caesarea Philippi. It was a Roman sanctuary, with temples and courtyards built near the
sacred grotto of the Greco-Roman God of Pan. It was here where Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do you say I am?” (Matt. 16).
And here Peter responded, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” We depart to Mt. of Beatitudes the hillside where
Jesus would have delivered the Sermon on the Mount atop the hill rising out of the Sea of Galilee. Next, we arrive at
Capernaum (Kfar Nachum) the home center of ministry for Jesus in the Galilee. We stop for St. Peter’s Fish along the eastern
shores. We will visit the Yigal Alon Center housing the ancient boat, 2,000 years old, dating from the time of Jesus. The vessel
was discovered in mud the shore of the Sea of Galilee in 1986, fortunately the mud was acting as a protective agent. Only a
few steps from the museum is where we board on our boat for a ride that takes us across the Sea of Galilee, stopping for a
quiet and peaceful worship and reflections as we recall the storm narratives (Mark 4 & 6) Finally, we end the day at a fairly
new archaeological dig in the area where Jesus began his ministry. The village is called Magdala (Migdal in Hebrew), and it's
the home of Mary Magdalene. Here we will see the first century synagogue, a completed first century city complete with
shops, marketplace, and residential areas. Return to our hotel for dinner and overnight.
Day 5 – Saturday, February 23, 2019
Nazareth Village / Beit She’an / Dead Sea
We begin the day driving to Nazareth, take a breathtaking view of the area and then spend some time at Nazareth Village,
which was created to help us see the Nazareth Jesus knew and hear Jesus’ words. Lunch will be served in this wonderful
surrounding. Continuing on as we arrive at Beit She’an, dating from the 5th century B.C and the site of the largest
archaeological excavations in Israel. In this Roman city you will see a complete bathhouse, a theater, and colonnaded streets.
Back to our waiting motor coach for our final drive of the day. We will spend this night at the Dead Sea – the lowest point on
earth where we can swim and enjoy the therapeutic properties of the water with 33% salt and minerals. Dinner and
overnight at our hotel at the Dead Sea.

Day 6 – Sunday, February 24, 2019
Masada / Ein Gedi / Qumran / Wadi Kelt / Jerusalem
Today is a trip to the fortress of Masada – declared a UNESCO World Heritage site, built by Herod the Great. Ascending to the
mountain top by cable car, we will walk around the mountain and see the impressive northern palace, storehouses, cisterns,
and the synagogue. A short distance drive, the next stop will be Ein Gedi – the “oasis in the desert,” where David hid from
King Saul. Following, we visit Qumran, where the Essenes scribed the Dead Sea Scrolls. Afterwards, drive toward Jerusalem,
ascending nearly 4,000 feet, stopping at Wadi Qelt for the overview of the St. George Monastery built into the high cliffs.
From here, we proceed, ascending as we come to the hills of Jerusalem, arriving at our accommodations for the next four
nights on the top of Mt. Scopus.
Day 7 – Monday, February 25, 2019
Jerusalem
The day begins with an orientation to Jerusalem from the Mt. of Olives. The view of the Old city and Temple Mount from here
is spectacular. We then follow the traditional Palm Sunday road to the church known as Dominus Flevit. After viewing the
Golden Gate, we walk downhill to the Garden of Gethsemane – with olive trees, perhaps 2,000 years old and still standing.
From here, we drive through modern Jerusalem, passing the Knesset, seat of the Israeli Parliament. Stop for lunch on our way
to the Shrine of the Book where the Dead Sea Scrolls are displayed and visit the amazing scale model of Jerusalem at the time
of Christ. We proceed on our drive to Yad VaShem, the memorial for all those that perished during the Holocaust. The day will
end as we arrive at the Dung Gate and walk to visit the Western Wall. Dinner and overnight at our hotel.
Day 8 – Tuesday, February 26, 2019
Jerusalem / Bethlehem / Pools of Bethesda / St. Anne’s Church
Today, we travel the short distance to Shepherds’ Field in Bethlehem, and then to the 1600 year–old Church of Nativity. We
will have time to shop and see the famous olive wood carvings, a specialty of the Bethlehem artisans. Return to Jerusalem,
traveling around the Old City walls. We view the tombs of Absalom and Zachariah and then arrive at the Eastern perimeter of
the city walls to Lions Gate. After, we walk to the Pools of Bethesda and to St. Anne’s Church, perfectly preserved from the
Crusader period with remarkable acoustics. We continue on the road that leads to the Via Dolorosa and the Church of the
Holy Sepulcher, believed by many to be the place of Jesus’ crucifixion and burial. We continue onward, passing through
intriguing markets and bazaars, with a stop for a quick lunch at Station III along the Via Dolorosa.. This afternoon we will
worship and celebrate communion at the Garden Tomb. What a wonderfully meaningful conclusion to this truly memorable
day! Dinner and overnight.
Day 9 - Wednesday, February 27, 2019
City of David / Southern Steps / St. Peter in Gallicantu / Farewell Dinner
Our last day of sightseeing in the incredible city of Jerusalem and it begins with the City of David. A fascinating and
incredible archaeological find that provides an unforgettable experience. See the recent excavations of David’s Palace and
much more, offering the chance to go through Hezekiah’s Tunnel – an ingenious ancient water delivery system. There are
two tunnels, one dry and one wet; those who want, can take an optional adventurous walk in the water of the 1,720 foot
tunnel. (Bring water shoes and flashlights.) We then gather and sit on the steps of the Siloam Pool. From here, we proceed for
our visit to the southwest corner of the Temple and the southern steps. We see the massive stones erected by King Herod
and sit on the very steps used by Jesus and His disciples. Continuing on our visit to the Church of St Peter in Gallicantu,
located on the spot where, according to tradition, Jesus was jailed after his arrest by the Romans. The church’s name is a
reference to the crowing of the cock during Peter’s triple denial of Jesus. From here we will visit the Upper Room. There will
be some free time for those that wish to walk around the city before meeting back at the hotel for our farewell dinner and
final overnight in the City of Gold. Prepare for early morning flight to the USA.
Day 10 –Thursday, February 28, 2019 – Tel Aviv to USA
We return home today, bringing back lasting memories of the Old and New Testament, the opportunity to share with others
the spiritual odyssey of our time in HIS land.
**For those travelers arriving / departing to / from various gateway cities other than Chicago - we have secured your
overnight at the Comfort Inn O’Hare.

