
Greater:  Whatever we may give, God gives us more  
Fall 20 21 Ste war dsh ip  Toolk it  for  th e  Easte r n  Nor th  Dak ota  Syn od 
 

 
 
Th is  fou r  we e k  fa ll con gr e gation al se r ie s  d r aws u pon  th e  Re vise d  Com m on  Le ction ar y te xts  
to  bu ild  a  th e m e  of s te war dsh ip . W e  se e  c le ar ly th a t  th e  gifts  God  give s  u s  ar e  gr e a te r  th an  
a ll we  cou ld  e ve r  offe r  in  r e spon se . W e  ar e  ca lle d  to  s te war d --tak e  good  car e  of--ou r  
r e la t ion sh ips , th e  e ar th , we alth  an d  r e sou r ce s , powe r , cou r age , an d  u lt im ate ly th e  Good  
Ne ws of th e  Gospe l. God  e n tr u sts  th e se  th in gs to  u s . W e ’r e  calle d  to  h old  wh at we  ar e  give n  
with  ope n  h an ds, r e ady both  to  give  an d  r e ce ive , in  th e  gr e a t  e qu ation  of fa ith  + life . It  m ay 
h ave  be e n  a  wh ile  s in ce  you ’ve  be e n  in  a  m ath  c lass , bu t  le t  som e  of th e  con ce pts  an d  
lan gu age  be  a  p layfu l way of accou n tin g for  a ll th a t  Scr ip tu r e  h olds  for  u s  in  th e se  we e k s. 
 
In  e ach  we e k ’s toolk it  you  will fin d : 

1. Th e  e m ph asis  te xt  
2. A we e k ’s  th e m e  t it le  
3. Qu e stion s  for  r e fle c tion  (in  con ve r sa tion  or  jou r n alin g) 
4 . A “Stor y Pr oble m ” b r ie f case  s tu dy ask in g u s  to  im agin e  sh owin g ou r  wor k  in  th e  

pote n tia l fa ith  con n ection s  we  m ay com e  acr oss  in  da ily life  
5. A “Do th e  M ath ” a t  h om e  givin g e xe r c ise  th a t  offe r s  an  in te r active  oppor tu n ity to  give  

a  spe cial offe r in g to  you r  con gr egation  each  we e k  
6 . A r e ady to  go socia l m e d ia  post  to  be  u se d  an y t im e  du r in g th e  we e k  to  h e lp  spr e ad  th e  

oppor tu n ity for  pe ople  to  e n gage  th e  th e m e  



Week One - The W eek of Sunday, October 3rd  
One Plus One Equals More than Two  
 
Mark 10:2 -16 

2 Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife?” 3 He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed 
a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5 But Jesus said t o them, 
“Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6 But from the 
beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7 ‘For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, [a] 8 and the two shall become one flesh.’ 
So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, let no 
one separate.”  

10 Then in the h ouse the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11 He said to them, 
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12 and if she 
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”  

13 People were bringing li ttle children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 
disciples spoke sternly to them. 14 But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to 
them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the 
kingd om of God belongs. 15 Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as 
a little child will never enter it.” 16 And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, 
and blessed them.  

Questions for Conversation or Journaling:  
What do you give to your prime relationships?  
What do you gain from your prime relationships?  
When God adds one plus one, it somehow becomes more than two. When have you 
experienced the miracle of two or more people joining in something together and the whole 
was grea ter than the sum of its parts?  
When have you noticed that by dividing from someone, something was actually gained?  
What does this text help you notice that God has given you?  
 
Story Problem --put the insights of the text to work as you imagine your answer:  
Your friend who went through a divorce in the past comes to worship with you this week. 
While sharing a meal together after worship, they mention that the Bible reading for tod ay 
has them feeling a little uncomfortable. How will you respond?  
 
Do the Math:  
With those in your household, count the number of children’s books or  toys in your home. 
Plan to give a gift to your congregation in honor of the children who have met Jesus there. 
Choose an amount X the number of books/toys. (Example: 100 books X 50 cents each = $50)  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A2-16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24590a


Multiplying the message:  
Te xt for  a  social m e d ia  post  - “God’s  love  n e ve r  adds u p  in  a  way th a t  m ak e s se n se  to  u s . 
Gr ace  doe s  n ot com pu te . W h at’s  on e  th in g God  h as  adde d  to  you r  life  th a t  h as  gr own  
goodn e ss  for  you  e xpon e n tia lly?” 

 
 
 
 
  



Week Two - The Week of Sunday, October 10th  
 A Hundredfold  
 
Mark 10:17 -31 
 
17 As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, 
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 
me good? No one is good but God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘Y ou shall not 
murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 
You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” 20 He said to him, “Teacher, I have 
kept all these since my youth.” 21 Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one 
thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; then come, follow me.” 22 When he heard this, he was shocked and went away 
grieving, for he had many possessions.  
23 Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who 
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were perplexed at these 
words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 
It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to 
enter the kingdom of God.” 26 They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then 
who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it  is impossible, but not 
for God; for God all things are possible.”  
28 Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 29 Jesus said, 
“Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or fath er 
or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 30 who will not receive a 
hundredfold now in this age —houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, 
with persecutions —and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But man y who are first will be last, 
and the last will be first.”  
 
Questions for Conversation or Journaling:  
What do the people give to God in this text?  
What does God give to the people?  
What is the difference between these gifts?  
What does this text inspire you to give?  
What does this text help you notice that God has given you?  
 
Story Problem --put the insights of the text to work as you imagine your answer:  
This week you find out that you have been named as a benefactor in the will of a distant 
relation who has passed away. You will be receiving one million dollars! This week’s re ading 
comes to mind as you begin to decide what you will do with this inheritance. What kind of 
decisions will you make?  
 
Do the Math:  



With those in your household, count the number of people you know who are in Heaven. 
Ch oose  a  s im ple  pr ac tice  to  r e m e m be r  th e se  sa in ts , wh o m ade  it  th e r e  by th e  gr ace  of God  
th r ou gh  Je su s . Ligh t a  can d le , wr ite  th e ir  n am e s, b low bu bbles an d  watch  th e m  r ise , r in g a  
be ll as  you  say th e ir  n am e s, or  s im ply say a  pr aye r . Plan  to  give  a  gift  to  you r  con gr e gation  in  
h on or  of a ll th ose  wh o h ave  d ie d  in  th e  fa ith . 
 
M u ltip lyin g th e  m e ssage : 
Te xt for  a  social m e d ia  post  -”Je su s  calls  u s  to  give  away wh at we  h ave  ge n e r ou sly!  W h at ar e  
you r  favor ite  ways to  sh ar e  ge n e r osity? Tag you r  favor ite  e xtr a  or gan iza tion s  to  su ppor t , an d  
sh ar e  on e  r e ason  you  give  to  ou r  con gr e gation .” 

 
 
 
 
  



Week Three - The Week of Sunday, October 17th  
Subtract to Increase  
 
Mark 10:35 -45 

35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we 
want you to do for us whatever we ask o f you.” 36 And he said to them, “What is it you want 
me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at 
your left, in your glory.” 38 But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. 
Are you able to  drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 
with?” 39 They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you 
will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 40 bu t to sit 
at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been 
prepared.”  

41 When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42 So Jesus called 
them and said to them, “You know that among the Gen tiles those whom they recognize as 
their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 43 But it is not so 
among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and 
whoever wishes to be first among you mus t be slave of all. 45 For the Son of Man came not to 
be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”  

Questions for Conversation or Journaling:  
What do you long for that you do not have?  
How does wanting that which you do not have affect yo u? 
What would you need to subtract from your life in order to be a better follower of Jesus?  
Who has served you lately and whom have you served?  
What does this text help you notice that God has given you?  
 
Story Problem --put the insights of the text to work as you imagine your answer:  
Two children you know are arguing with each other about who should be first to do 
something fun. In exasperation the one losing the argument declares boastfully, “Fine! But 
remember, Jesus says, ‘The last will be first and the first will be last!’” Noticin g the way this 
phrase is being misused as a threat, and in light of this week’s text about servanthood, how 
would you explain to these children what is meant by becoming one another’s servants?  
 
Do the Math:  
With those in your household, count the number o f places to sit you have in your home. 
Plan to give a gift to your congregation in honor of all of the ways your community of faith 
serves others. Choose an amount X the number of seats. (Example: 18 seats X $1 each = $18)  
 
Multiplying the message:  



Text fo r  a  social m e d ia  post  - “H ow m an y p lace s  to s it  do you  h ave  in  you r  h om e ? Ju st  for  fu n , 
cou n t th e m  u p , an d  give  a  dollar  pe r  se a t  to  ou r  con gr e gation  in  th an k s for  a ll of th e  ways ou r  
com m u n ity of fa ith  se r ve s  oth e r s .”

 
 
 
 
  



Week Four - The Week of October  24th  
Exponential Returns  
 
Psalm 126 
 

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,  
    we were like those who dream.  
2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,  
    and our tongue with shouts of joy;  
then it was said among the nations,  
    “The Lord has done great things for them.”  
3 The Lord has done great things for us,  
    and we rejoiced.  
4 Restore our fortunes, O Lord,  
    like the watercourses in the Negeb.  
5 May those who sow in tears  
    reap with shouts of joy.  
6 Those who go out weeping,  
    bearing the seed for sowing,  
shall come home with shouts of joy,  
    carrying their sheaves.  

 
Questions for Conversation or Journaling:  
What are your dreams: for your self, your family, your community, our world?  
What things have added up to cause laughter or shouts of joy this week?  
What losses in or around you are causing tears or weeping?  
Name some great things that God has done, for you or as witnessed in the Bible.  
What does this text help you notice that God has given you?  
 
Story Problem --put the insights of the text to work as you imagine your answer:  
At work or school, you notice someone who is hiding tears. You have a moment and the 
opportunity to spend a little  time with them. What would you say or do in order to join them 
in their sadness and share some hope?  
 
Do the Math:  
With those in your household, find  paper and a writing utensil. Brainstorm a list of the great 
things the Lord has done for you. In thanks for the good God continually gives, even in 
seasons of weeping and tears, plan to give a gift to your congregation. God’s goodness is 
immeasurable, but what amount can you give to represent each item on your list?  
 
Multiplying the message:  
Text for a socia l media post -  



“Psalm 126 (from the Message)  
 It  se e m e d  lik e  a  d r eam , too good  to  be  tr u e , 
    wh e n  God  r e tu r n e d  Zion ’s  e xile s . 
W e  lau gh e d , we  san g, 
    we  cou ldn ’t  be lie ve  ou r  good  for tu n e . 
W e  we r e  th e  ta lk  of th e  n ation s— 
    “God  was won de r fu l to  th e m !” 
God  was won de r fu l to  u s; 
    we  ar e  on e  h appy pe ople . 
An d  n ow, God , do it  again — 
    b r in g r a in s  to ou r  dr ou gh t-s tr ick e n  live s 
So th ose  wh o p lan te d  th e ir  c r ops in  despair  
    will sh ou t “Ye s!” a t th e  h ar ve st , 
So th ose  wh o we n t off with  h e avy h e ar ts  
    will com e  h om e  lau gh in g, with  ar m loads of b le ss in g. 
 
W h at h as  you  sh ou tin g for  joy la te ly? W h at br in gs  te ar s  an d  we e pin g?” 
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