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March 12, 2020 

A PASTORAL WORD FOR A DISTURBING TIME 

You who live in the shelter of the Most High, 
   who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 
will say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and my fortress; 
   my God, in whom I trust.’… 
You will not fear the terror of the night, 
   or the arrow that flies by day, 
or the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 
   or the destruction that wastes at noonday.  Psalm 91:1-6 
 
Dearly beloved in Christ of the Eastern ND Synod, 
 
Grace, mercy and peace be multiplied unto you through Jesus Christ our Savior, Healer and Lord. 
 
In late February I was among thirty community leaders in the Fargo-Moorhead area who attend-
ed an information session sponsored by the Cass Clay VOAD organization (VOAD stands for Vol-
unteer Organizations Active in Disaster). We spent a couple of hours discussing the likelihood of 
experiencing a “Top 10” or even “Top 5” major spring flood in the Red River Valley.   
 
As we were about to adjourn, Fargo’s emergency management director interrupted:  “Before we 
leave, we should probably factor into our planning that we may be dealing with both a major 
flood AND a viral pandemic at the same time.” 
 
Acknowledging this very real possibility we readily agreed that as scary as a major flood com-
pounded by a disease pandemic might be—worse outcomes might the overwhelming feelings of 
fear, panic, isolation and anxiety we’d all be experiencing.   
 
Hence the need for all of us as Christians to re-grounded in the reality that whatever happens, 
God is still in charge, God will allow nothing to stand between us and God’s love, and God will 
continue to accompany us and see us through whatever may come our way. 
 
Or as our younger siblings in Christ might say:  God’s got this! 
 
Such confidence is not “magical thinking.”  If God’s got this, we can lean into the promise that 
God’s also got us.  And therefore, God will continue working through us to guide us through this 
disturbing time.    
 
What might that look like?   It looks like the church of Jesus Christ continuing to be the church, 
pursuing God’s mission of making us and all things new in Jesus Christ.    So ,as we are bombard-
ed by bad news, we will continue to hear and proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.    And we 
will make sure that, even if we give up mass gatherings, we will continue to worship and pray—
in our homes, using electronic resources and pathways, “not neglecting to come togeth-
er” (citation) even if we are not always directly present with one another. 
 
 

http://www.eandsynod.org/


God’s got this because God’s got us, and therefore we will stubbornly and faithfully match our fervent prayers with our 
healing, righteous actions to surround everyone—especially our governmental leaders, our first responders, our military 
personnel,  our medical teams, our pastors and deacons and SAMs, and our neighbors who are most at risk. 
 

God’s got this because God’s got us, which means that our natural concern for ourselves and our own survival will not pre-

vent us from turning our eyes, our hearts and our efforts toward our neighbors in deepest need.   This will likely include 

forging new pathways to fund our ministries by embracing electronic giving tools—so that we’ll continue to fund our minis-

tries even if we can’t gather together and “pass the plate” for a while. 

 

As we re-imagine what it might be like to serve God in a disturbing time of natural disaster and global pandemic, God is 

already caring for us and energizing us with tools to make a difference.    While there are a host of timely resources availa-

ble online, let me draw your attention to some of the most valuable gifts in our ELCA treasure chest:  

 

• I urge you to share Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton’s pastoral letter  https://elca.org/News-and-Events/8025 with 

your congregation, especially with your church council.   Bishop Eaton helpfully reminds us that Lutherans have lived 

through pandemics in our history, starting with Martin Luther himself when the Plague hit his city of Wittenberg in 

1527. 

• Shar Gumke will be hosting  a webinar TOMORROW at 11am around Health Precautions for Worshiping Communities    
https://zoom.us/j/128294516    

 
• Folks in our synod are collaborating to conduct additional webinars next Monday and Tuesday for creating worship 

services that can be shared with your congregational members via electronic means AND using electronic giving 
tools  Watch our website and the EaND Synod Rostered Leaders Facebook page for more details!   

 
• Our ELCA churchwide office is offering a resource on “Worship in Times of Public Health Concerns”   https://

download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Worship_in_Times_of_Public_Health_Concerns.pdf?
_ga=2.209204250.983847811.1583866853-1066145809.1579549265 that honors the gospel while also preventing the 
spread of COVID-19. 

 
• Our international partner organization, the Lutheran World Federation, offers a wonderful, comprehensive litany   

https://www.lutheranworld.org/content/resource-intercessory-prayer-midst-spread-covid-19 that reminds us of the 
global nature of the COVID-19 pandemic.   

• Watch for communication from your Conference Dean regarding possible changes to your conference assembly dates/
times 

• All links and continued up-to-date information can always be found on our website: http://www.eandsynod.org/news  

Please know, my dear friends in Christ, that we who serve you on the synod staff are remembering you and your congrega-
tions in our daily prayers—even as we invite you to pray for us, too, as we seek to serve you faithfully and effectively in this 
disturbing time. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you all! 
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