
 
 
 
 
A Message from Bishop Moon Leiseth 

 
Dear siblings in Christ, 
 
We are worshipping this day as people of God, from all locations around the world. I am grateful that even 
though physical presence is greatly limited today by a pandemic, access to this installation and worship 
service is expanded to many more thanks to technology. 
 
While I would love for all of us to be in the room together, to share in this special day together, we are 
indeed doing what people of faith have done throughout time: we are worshipping God and connecting 
with fellow pilgrims in whatever means possible.  
 
The church is made up of people - all on the road together as we journey in faith. Your presence today 
matters, whether you are sitting on your living room couch or pulled over by the side of the road, it matters 
that you are here. Know that I am incredibly grateful.  
 
Thank you to those of you who have been on the road already with me in life, and thank you to those of you 
whom I now join on your journey in the life and work of the Eastern North Dakota Synod. 
 
Today is a new chapter for the Eastern North Dakota Synod. I step into a history of faithful service and love 
for the church from those who have gone before me. I also step into an ongoing story of God's love for the 
world and the church's desire to share that love with the world, extending God's love and grace to all. We 
are truly called to be on this road together, and I am honored and humbled to be called to this work with 
you.  
 
We will need each other, and we will need our savior, Jesus Christ, who calls each and every one of us to 
this journey and promises to be on the road with us.   
 
 
God’s Blessings,  
 

 
 



 

 



 
 
 
 

 
Service of the Word 
 
Gathering 
 

Prelude          Crown Imperial    William Walton 

Michael Olson, Organist 
 

Out of love for our neighbors and care for their health and wellbeing,  
there will be no congregational singing during our worship today. 

Please use this time to meditate as you listen, unless you are at home. 
If you are at home, please join in! 

 
 

Call to Worship & Land Acknowledgment   

For the Healing of the Nations 

 
L:  Blessed be God, who forgives our sin, heals every illness, saves us from death, enfolds us with tender 

care, and crowns us with steadfast love.  
C:  Blessed be God forever.  

L:  We are gathered on the unceded land of the Santee Dakota, the Yaktonai Dakota, and the Ojibwe 
peoples. I ask you to join me in acknowledging these communities, their elders both past and present, 
as well as future generations. In affirming this land as the homeland of our indigenous neighbors, the 
Eastern North Dakota Synod of the Evangelical Church of America also acknowledges that it was 
founded upon exclusions and erasures of many Indigenous peoples, including those on whose land this 
church is located. We are located in different ways in this history and place; we pay with respect to the 
Indigenous Nations of Turtle Island and the sacred ancestors of this land, and remember the pains and 
repent the sins of colonization. 

Silence is kept. 

L:  Let us name before God all nations of the world, pleading for mercy and healing for those places and 
peoples torn by ancient animosities or terrorized by new fears; those devastated by drought or disease; 
those crushed by poverty, oppression, or war; and those consumed by power, wealth, or greed.  

 



 

 
 

 

Processional Hymn  

Now the Green Blade Rises 

 

 
  



Prayer to the Four Directions  

L:  Gitchi Manitou, God, Creator of all, we thank you for this day, for the breath and life of your Spirit 
within us. We thank you for your whole creation.  Today we ask your Holy Spirit to wash over Tessa 
Moon Leiseth as she is installed into the office of Bishop. Whenever she faces fear or doubt, help her 
put her trust in you and know that answers will come.  Show to her the right path and help her to make 
decisions with her heart, especially at times when her heart is hurting. Help her to grow and be 
nurtured in all ways. 

C: Come Great Spirit as all are gathered in your name.   

The assembly faces east.  

L:  We turn to the East, from where all good things come, and give thanks for each new day, and the 
freshening wind that brings warm rain and sunshine into our lives. Each new day is a new beginning for 
us, and may each day guide Tessa to see you in everything she does and everyone she meets. Grant to 
her wisdom and discernment, guide her steps, her actions, and her every word.  And we pray, 

C: Come Holy Creator’s Spirit, Come.   

The assembly faces south.  

L:  We turn to the South, from where the warming south winds bring new growth, gentle rain, and healing 
sunshine. Bless Tessa us with all the good things from the earth. Help her to always show respect and 
honor for your creation and all that is. Help to teach this respect and honor to others, so she may not 
stray from the path you have laid before her.   And we pray, 

C: Come Holy Creator’s Spirit, Come. 

The assembly faces west.  

L:  We turn to the West, where the sun sets, giving glorious colors in life. Night brings darkness.  Keep 
Tessa safe and faithful whenever she faces the darkness this life sometimes brings. But darkness can 
also bring calming, healing sleep. May the night bring Tessa good dreams and deep sleep, cleansing her 
from all that is bad or evil. Renew and refresh her every night. Grant to her bravery and courage for 
every situation she may face, and let your power and energy wash over her and awaken your warrior 
within.  And we pray, 

C: Come Holy Creator’s Spirit, Come.   

The assembly faces north.  

L:  We turn to the North, which sometimes brings cold weather and snow. Let your energy wrap Tessa in 
the warm blanket of your love during the cold stormy times of life to keep away all hurts and pains. 
Grant to her humbleness and humility, knowing that all she is, and all that she has, comes from you.  
And we pray, 

C: Come Holy Creator’s Spirit, Come. 

L:  Creator God we thank you for the Earth, our mother that gives us life and sustenance. Thank you for 
the beauty of creation, and for all you have given to each of us. Today we ask that you help Tessa to 
remember to love and feel compassion for all creation.  Help her to walk your path with joy and love for 
herself, for others, for the four-legged, the winged ones, the plants and all creation. Remind her never to 
take from you more than is needed, and to always give back more than is taken.  Renew the circle of the 
earth and turn the hearts of all people to one another; that they and all the earth may live and be drawn 
toward you through the power of your Son, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit in the circle of the 
Trinity, forever One.  

C: Amen.   
  

 



Greeting & Prayer of the Day 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:   Amen. 

L:  Let us pray. 
Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ you gave the holy apostles many gifts and 
commanded them to feed your flock. Inspire all pastors to proclaim your word diligently and 
your people to receive it willingly, that finally we may receive the crown of eternal glory; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 
 
 

Word 
 

First Reading                          Isaiah 58:6-8 

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the 
homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your 
own kin? 
 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator 
shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 
 
L: Word of God, word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
Psalm            Psalm 46        

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 
A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious; 

He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod and wins salvation glorious.  
The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe!  

With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight.   
On earth he has no equal.  

 
L: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
C: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,  
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;  
L: though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
C: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,  
 the holy habitation of the Most High.  
L: God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day. 
C: The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away.   
L: The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 
 



No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, rejected.  
But now a champion comes to fight, whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,  
God’s only Son, adored. He holds the field victorious. 

 
L: Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
C: behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
L:  “Be still, then, and know that I am God;  
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
C: The L ORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 

God’s Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
For God himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child or spouse, 
Though life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day.  The kingdom’s ours forever! 

 
 
 
Second Reading           Ephesians 4:4-16 

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. But each of us was given 
grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  
 Therefore it is said, “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his 
people.” (When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower 
parts of the earth? He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he 
might fill all things.)  
 The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come 
to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full 
stature of Christ.  
 We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s 
trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every 
way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every 
ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in 
building itself up in love. 
 
L: Word of God, word of life.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
Gospel                    Luke 24:13-35 

L:  The holy gospel according to Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened.  



 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were 
kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk 
along?”  
 They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the 
only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?”  
 He asked them, “What things?”  
 They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before 
God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death 
and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now 
the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were 
at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that 
they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to 
the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.”  
 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his 
glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in 
all the scriptures.  
 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they 
urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So 
he went in to stay with them.  
 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their 
eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, 
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?”  
 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions 
gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then 
they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the 
bread. 
 

L: The gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
 
Sermon                         The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 

Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
 
  



Hymn of the Day 

Built on a Rock, vv. 1-2, 5 

 

 

 
 
Installation 
 

Presentation 

L:  I present Tessa Moon Leiseth who has been elected and called by the church, for installation into the 
office of bishop of the Eastern North Dakota Synod of the ELCA. 

 
  
Address and Questions 

L: …Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you the strength and 
compassion to perform them. 

C: Amen.  



L: People of God, representatives of this synod, will you receive Tessa as a servant of God and a shepherd 
in the church of Jesus Christ? 

C: We will, and we ask God to help us.  

L: Will you pray for her, help and honor her for her work’s sake, and in all things strive to live together in 
the peace and unity of Christ? 

C: We will, and we ask God to help us.  

 
 
Hymn of Invocation 

Spirit of Gentleness, v. 4 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving 

L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

L:  Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ…We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Savior and Lord, through whom all glory and power and honor are yours in your holy church, both 
now and forever. 

C: Amen.  

L: The office of bishop is now committed to you in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 



Blessing 

L: The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by 
the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in everything good so that you may do God’s 
will, working in you that which is pleasing in God’s sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory 
forever and ever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

L:  …With our hearts burning within us, send us, Lord, to proclaim your gospel. 

Response after each petition: 

 
Translation: Send me, Jesus; send me, Jesus; send me Jesus; send me, Lord.  

 

 
Lord’s Prayer  

L:  …in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and our Lord, who taught us to pray: 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

L: Remember to rekindle the gift of God that is within you. For God did not give us a spirit of timidity but 
a spirit of power and love and self-control. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
Giving of a Cross 
 
 
Response of the Newly Installed 
 
 
Peace 

L:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. Amen. 

 



Thanksgiving 
 

Offering    “10,000 Reasons”               Cornerstone Band 
Horace Lutheran Church 

Offering collected this afternoon will be shared between the ELCA International Women Leaders Program 
and the Eastern North Dakota Synod Holy Innovations Fund. 

Txt2Give Instructions: Text GIVE to 701-566-9775 (follow prompts and link; click “Donate” on main page) 
 
 
Offering Prayer 

L:  Let us pray.  
C: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the 

words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end 
bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.  

 
 
 
 

Sending 
 

Blessing 

L:  The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 
accordance with Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

L:  The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

L:  The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
  



Sending Song 
Hamba Nathi 

 



 
 

 

 
Dismissal 

L:  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude             Mighty Fortress Is Our God                 Vaclav Nelhybel 
Michael Olson, Organist 

 

  



Service Participants 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
The Rev. David Adams 
Pastor, Concordia College – Moorhead 
 
Rev. Virginia Aebischer 
Bishop, South Carolina Synod of the ELCA 
 
Dn. Stephanie & Mr. Josiah Anderson-Telschow 
Deacon 
Saint Andrew’s Lutheran Church – Mahtomedi, MN 
 
The Rev. Alex Clark, Ms. Kelly Mack,  
  & Ms. Emmeline Weinert 
Alumni 
Young Adults in Global Mission – Southern Africa 
 
Cornerstone Worship Band 
Horace Lutheran Church – Horace, ND 
 
The Rev. John T. Folda 
Bishop, Roman Catholic Diocese of Fargo 
 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Jonathan H. Folts 
Bishop, Episcopal Diocese of South Dakota 
 
The Rev. Brian & Ms. Kim Fragodt 
Pastor & Music Minister, Retired 
 
The Rev. Constanze Hagmeier  
Bishop, South Dakota Synod of the ELCA 
 
Dr. Phyllis Johnson 
Vice President 
Eastern North Dakota Synod of the ELCA 
 
Mr. & Ms. Willie & Anne Langdji 
ELCA Global Mission 
 
Dn. Jon Leiseth 
Deacon, Concordia College – Moorhead 
 
Mr. Phoenix Leiseth 
Member, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church – Fargo, ND 

Ms. Linda Loe 
Member, McVille Lutheran Church – McVille, ND 
 
The Rev. Patricia Lull 
Bishop, St. Paul Area Synod of the ELCA  
 
Mr. Michael Olson 
Music Minister, First Lutheran Church – Fargo 
 
The Rev. Leila Ortiz 
Bishop 
Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Synod of the ELCA 
 
Ms. Elsa Ruth Pryor 
Member, St. John Lutheran Church – Fargo 
 
The Rev. Dr. Bart Roush 
Pastor, Madison Square Presbyterian Church 
San Antonio, TX 
 
The Rev. Craig Schweitzer 
Bishop, Western North Dakota Synod of the ELCA 
 
Ms. Dipuo Shabele 
Member, Kgabalatsane Parish 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Southern Africa 
 
The Rev. Kyle Symanski 
Secretary, Eastern North Dakota Synod of the ELCA 
 
The Rev. William Tesch 
Bishop, Northwestern Minnesota Synod of the ELCA 
 
The Rev. James Tonneson 
Pastor, Retired 
 
Ms. Amanda Vivier 
Spiritual Director, The Way 
 
The Rev. Shelley Wickstrom 
Bishop, Alaska Synod of the ELCA 
 
The Rev. Lawrence Wohlrabe 
Interim Bishop 
Eastern North Dakota Synod of the ELCA 
 
Mr. Marty Wyatt 
Intern Pastor 
Crossroads Parish – New Brighton, MN

 
  



Offering Details 

The ELCA International Women Leaders Program boldly invests in established and emerging women 
leaders from our global companion churches. Gifts to this program support the education of 200 additional 
international women through educational seminars, south-to-south exchanges, in-country study programs, 
and degree programs at ELCA colleges and universities, empowering international women leaders in the 
life and development of the church and society. 
 
Through a generous donor, the Eastern ND Synod Holy Innovations Fund provides matching dollars to 
congregations that are dreaming big dreams. Grants are awarded on three levels and used to fund 
congregational endeavors that are new, bold, and creative. 
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