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Bishop Election Process – 2026 Synod Assembly

November 30, 2025


Dear Congregation Council Presidents and Rostered Ministers,

As we journey together in faith, we approach a significant moment in the life of our synod: the bishop election process. This process is both an election and a call, governed by our synod’s constitution and guided by prayerful discernment. We invite you and your congregation to hold our synod, the process, and all nominees in prayer as we seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Each congregation plays a vital role in this process. As congregations you are asked to consider submitting up to three names of Ministers of Word and Sacrament in the ELCA for nominees as bishop. Nominations will be submitted using an official form provided by the Nominating Committee and found on the synod website. Completed forms submitted to the Nominating Committee will be routed appropriately to your conference secretary for tabulation ahead of Spring Conference Assemblies.

These Spring Conference Assemblies are an important part of the bishop election process, as they provide an opportunity for conferences to vote on names lifted up by congregations. More information about the dates, locations, and details of these assemblies will come directly from your conference dean. Please watch for those communications and make plans for your congregation to participate. Attached, you will find details about who is eligible from your congregation to participate as a voting member of your conference assemblies. 

Additionally, you will also find technical details about the nomination process, conference assemblies, and voting membership for the Synod Assembly. 

We encourage you to review this information carefully and begin preparing now.

Your congregation’s participation is vital to our life and work together as the Eastern North Dakota Synod. Let us continue in prayer and discernment as we prepare for this important work. 

Blessings,

Rev. Louis Moehlman
Chair, EaND Synod Nominating Committee

Email for Nominating Committee: eandsynodelections@gmail.com
United in Christ, we dare to invite, connect, and act
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Jesus Christ calls us to live in love as we serve, equip, and challenge God’s people.

Mailing Address: PO BOX 2019 ● Fargo, ND 58107-2019
Physical Address:  1555 43rd St S, Suite 100 ● Fargo, ND 58103
www.eandsynod.org ● Phone: 701.232.3381
                                                                                                                            
image1.png
7' Eastern North Dakota Synod

/" Evangelical Lutheran Church in America




