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Pentecost Sunday 2022 
Synod Assembly Weekend Sermon 
Based on Acts 2:1-21 
Prepared by Bishop Tessa Moon Leiseth, Eastern North Dakota Synod 
 
Dear friends, grace and peace to you from God our creator and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus the Christ, Amen. 
 
 Greetings this day, from Bishop Tessa Moon Leiseth! Thank you for gathering for 
worship today. And thank you for sending your pastor or synod authorized minister and 
congregational member or members to synod assembly. It is a good thing when we 
have people gathered together from all of the congregations of the synod. Thank you for 
your part in this. 
 Here is a story from the bishop’s life. It was a recent Friday morning. The family 
was scattered across the living room and kitchen as they were waking up and beginning 
their days. Bishop Tessa checked the weather on her phone as the weather has been 
so variable lately, and she reported to the family the expected high for the day. And then 
she said, “I see the wind symbol. I guess it is supposed to be a windy day.” Her half-
awake husband said, “Well that is not a surprise.” 
 We are not surprised by wind in North Dakota, are we? When Bishop Tessa was 
serving as interim pastor at Horace Lutheran while living in Moorhead, she was 
convinced that it was noticeably windier outside the church in Horace than it was in her 
home just across the river in Moorhead. She liked to attribute this to Horace being in 
North Dakota. During her first months at Horace, especially once it turned to spring and 
summer, she would stand outside the church building and hold her head into the wind, 
just like a dog outside a car window. She loved to soak up that wind. 
 But wind has the power to destroy, too. Around the time this sermon was being 
prepared, there was a powerful windstorm which impacted neighbors in South Dakota 
and Minnesota and even in the corner of our own synod. Wind is not always a treasure. 
 Likewise, we might think of the Holy Spirit as a calm, gentle presence. While that 
may be true, it is also true that in today’s first lesson from Acts, the Holy Spirit arrives 
with a sound like the rush of a violent wind. Did the air move, too? We don’t know for 
sure but I imagine it as such.  
 “And suddenly, from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 
and it filled the entire house where the disciples were gathered. And divided tongues, as 
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of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability.” (Acts 2:2-4) 
 As you can well imagine, this had to have created quite a scene. There were 
people from every nation living in Jerusalem. And when they heard this sound, they 
gathered. But they were very confused. For they were able to understand what was 
being said. They could hear it in their own native language. Everyone could understand. 
 And then Peter took the scene and helped connect what was happening to the 
work of God as told in scripture. If you read further in this story from Acts when you get 
home later today, you will read that Peter’s proclamation had great effect. 
Approximately 3,000 people were baptized that day. And this is why we call this the 
birthday of the church. 
 So here we are on the first weekend in June in 2022. Many, many years after this 
event happened. The church is well established not only in the Middle East where it 
began but all around the world. And every week, the marvels of what God has done and 
continues to do are proclaimed. People hear the word and want to grow in faith. People 
hear the word and want to be baptized or have their children baptized. People hear the 
word and turn to their communities to love and serve their neighbor. What began on that 
day of Pentecost continues to our day and well into the future. 
 If you are hearing this sermon on Sunday, June 5th, you are hearing the same 
sermon many, many ELCA Lutherans across Eastern North Dakota are hearing. And at 
the same time, someone or some people from your congregation are literally in the 
same space in Fargo as others from this synod for the Eastern North Dakota Synod 
Assembly. This is fitting on Pentecost Sunday for what happened on that original day of 
Pentecost is that the Holy Spirit took down barriers that people were experiencing 
through language and the Holy Spirit united them in faith. Today, we too are being 
further united in faith. In other words, we are being together! Joined together in faith! 
This is very good news! 
 But let’s be real. There are barriers, right? We don’t always know each other. We 
don’t always know or work with other congregations who are nearby. Or another barrier 
is that even though the ELCA is 35 years old, we still don’t know this way of being 
church all together deep in our bones - we think first of individual congregations before 
our ways of being church together also as synod and across the whole ELCA. Another 
barrier might be our fear of not enough resources. Another barrier can be our ways of 
feeling misunderstood or not included. More barriers can include all of the ways we do 
not see the work God is doing outside of our congregations. In so many ways, we are 
separated from each other. We are divided. We are disconnected. 
 And yet on that Pentecost day, the Holy Spirit came and united. The Holy Spirit 
showed up as a loud rushing wind and with those wisps of wind and God’s breath, wove 
people together and took down barriers. Language and culture no longer separated 
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those who gathered. They could hear each other’s words and it sounded like their own 
language and they could understand. 
 And when God’s word was proclaimed by Peter, new people were able to hear 
and to desire the life-saving gift of God’s love and salvation! 
 What would your dream be for a Pentecost miracle in your community of faith? 
Where is the Holy Spirit needed for uniting? For clarifying? For weaving together? For 
setting words of faith on fire? For stirring up belief? This is our prayer today. That the 
Holy Spirit may roar through our congregations and our lives and continue to stir up faith 
and life. That all of the world may know God’s great love and to find a community of 
believers to journey in faith with. 
 And in the same way, what would your dream be for a Pentecost miracle across 
our synod? What ways do we dream of the Holy Spirit weaving us together? Where are 
we disjointed and in need of the unifying breath of the Holy Spirit? In what ways can we 
not even hear or understand each other where we need the Holy Spirit to remove those 
barriers? Who and what might we be with a Pentecost miracle where we are set free to 
join together and work together for the sake of what God is up to in this Eastern part of 
North Dakota? 
 And likewise, what about the whole ELCA? What is this Lutheran message and 
work that is so precious that we continue to steward it and care for it? What are we able 
to do for the sake of God’s mission when we are united with siblings in New York and 
California and Georgia and Colorado and Puerto Rico and everywhere across this 
country? What is the Holy Spirit stirring up that we can do and be better together than 
apart? 
 These things are our prayer for today. That the Holy Spirit may continue to unite 
us and remove the barriers that separate us so that we can hear. And we can tell. And 
we can love. And we can serve. For God’s sake. Literally. For the sake of God’s mission 
in your community, in this synod, across our country, and in the whole world. 
 Dear church, thank you for your work. Thank you for your love and your service. 
Thank you for your proclamation. And today we pray that the Holy Spirit continues to stir 
us up, even sometimes set us off balance with that strong wind, and continue to unite us 
as we love and serve in Jesus’ name. Thanks be to God! Amen! 
 
(Thank you to the reader and speaker of this sermon for taking my words and speaking 
them to your context! Blessings to you!) 
  
 
 
 


