
Contemplating Stewardship1 for NL 

Just copy and paste into your bulletin! 

Source: EaND Stewardship Team 

Put "Contemplating Stewardship" in your Sunday bulletin every week!  A brief reflection on stewardship 

following the Revised Common Lectionary readings will keep the stewardship conversation vibrant.  Just cut 

and paste! 

Contemplating Stewardship: The Gift of Being Together 

July 1
st
, 2018 (Proper 8: Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, “1

st
 John” wk2) 

"But if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another." – 1
st
 John 1:7 

We live in a world that values individuality, and often with good reason.  God created us beautifully unique and 

that should be celebrated.  But let us not forget the value of fellowship – with God and with each other.  

Together, we are able to walk in the truth of God’s love and forgiveness.  Together, we are able to grow in faith 

and service.  Like fellowship, stewardship is something done in community through the sharing of our unique 

and individual gifts and talents. 

Contemplating Stewardship: You Are Capable 

July 8
th

, 2018 (Proper 9: Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, “1
st
 John” wk3) 

"For the one who is in you is greater than then one who is in the world." – 1
st
 John 4:4 

You are capable!  You have the ability to do great and amazing things!  You are capable because the Spirit of 

God dwells within you.  And this Spirit calls you to do great things, it gathers you with the faithful to do even 

greater things than you could on your own, it enlightens you to see the possibilities of what could be, and it is 

this very Spirit that makes you capable.  You are capable of living as a faithful steward because the Spirit of 

God who dwells in you is capable.  What an incredible calling we have! 

Contemplating Stewardship: The Heart of Stewardship 

July 15
th

, 2018 (Proper 10: Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, “1
st
 John” wk4) 

"God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them." – 1
st
 John 4:16 

The old, familiar song says, “They will know we are Christians by our love.”  Yet it is not our love, but God’s 

love that dwells within us.  At the very core of our faith is the notion that God is love.  God is love because it is 

out of love that God creates the world.  It is out of love that God takes on flesh.  It is out of love that God takes 

up the cross.  And it is because of love that even something as so apparently final as death cannot and does not 

and will not have the final word.  Ultimately, if love is central to who God is, then it is central to us and every 

part of us, including our calling to be stewards.  How is our stewardship being grounded and centered in this 

love? 

Contemplating Stewardship: Commitment 

                                                 
1
Inspired by the "Stewardship Snippet" written by Rev. Rob Blezard, Assistant to the Bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod.  

Further resources available at http://www.lss-elca.org/resources/stewardship/  

http://www.lss-elca.org/resources/stewardship/


July 22
nd

, 2018 (Proper 11: Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, “Ruth” wk1) 

"Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following you!  Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I 

will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God." – Ruth 1:16 

Ruth has ample time to turn back.  She is given plenty of chances to change her mind, turn away from her 

mother-in-law, Naomi, and go find a new husband.  No one would blame her for doing so.  Yet, she chooses to 

follow Naomi because she recognizes that Naomi has nowhere else to go.  Naomi has lost everything, all of it 

due to things far outside her control.  But she hasn’t lost Ruth.  Sometimes, stewardship looks like that one 

person you stay with or the person who stays with you.  Sometimes, it looks like sticking with something or 

someone, even if it doesn’t make sense at the time, trusting that life can still bloom. 

Contemplating Stewardship: Trendsetters 

July 29
th

, 2018 (Proper 12: Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, “Ruth” wk2) 

"Let her glean even among the standing sheaves, and do not reproach her.  You must also pull out some 

handfuls for her from the bundles, and leave them for her to glean." – Ruth 2:15-16  

Boaz is a rule breaker.  But perhaps another word for rule breaker is trendsetter.  In this time, the custom during 

the harvest was to pick as much of the crop as you could, but if you happened to miss some, you weren’t 

supposed to go back and pick it clean.  That was to be left for the poor and the widows to come through and 

pick some for themselves.  But Boaz isn’t interested in the bare minimum.  He sees Ruth picking the leftovers 

and he decides more needs to be done.  He orders his workers to allow Ruth to harvest with them, and what’s 

more, take out handfuls from their harvest and give it to her.  Perhaps this life of faith, stewardship included, is 

less about doing the bare minimum and less about adhering to what’s expected of you, and more about setting a 

new standard.  A new trend. 


