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The Gospel. It simply means “good news,” but it’s so much more than that. It’s a majestic reality; 
a beautiful narrative; the story! Trying to tell this remarkable good-news story in just a couple 
paragraphs is like expecting someone to describe in a sentence, “Why is Yosemite a special 
place?” or “Why is Van Gogh’s Starry Night stunning?” or “Why does In-N-Out Burger taste so 
good?” Whatever you say, you’re going to miss something. So, where does one start? The best 
place to start is at the beginning.  

In the beginning, it was good. The Bible’s story begins reminding us again and again that God 
created everything and it was good, good, very good (Genesis 1)! The Hebrew term tov (“good”) 
is deployed multiple times throughout the first chapter of Genesis, and the headline of the 
creation story is that God created the heavens, the earth, and all that is in them in pristine 
condition. Genesis then underscores that God created humans—man and woman—in God’s 
image. That is, human beings were created with a unique capacity to relate to God and to enjoy 
stewardship of the earth. It was all very good (in Hebrew, tov me’od [Gen. 1:31]). In short, prior 
to things going wrong, the portrait that scripture paints is of humans relating to God, one another, 
and the earth in harmony, love, and peace (shalom). The poetic image that emerges in these early 
chapters of the scriptures is one of God enjoying unbroken community with humans in the 
context of creation (“taking walks in the cool of the day” with us [Gen. 3:8]). 

Then things go bad. Very bad. The scriptures then race to the great tragedy of history. In 
Genesis 3, we read how humans essentially ball up their fists at God and say, “thanks for 
everything, but we’ll do life our own way.” Sin (rebellion against God) enters the world and 
immediately creates a rupture in Divine-human relations and in the relationship between humans, 
one another, and the earth. In the very next chapter, the first murder takes place, and one does not 
need to read far in the scriptures or in any history book to survey sin’s destructive legacy. 
Everything evil, painful, ugly, and hopeless finds its source in this original sin. 

But God launches a plan of rescue, restoration, and renewal. God doesn’t just scrap the entire 
creation project and start something new in some far-off dimension; rather, He pursues a grand 
rescue operation. The scriptures sprint from the story of the fall (Gen. 3) to God’s initiation of a 
plan of blessing (lavishing His favor and renewed relationship). In Genesis 12, God calls a man 
named Abram (a.k.a. Abraham) and promises blessing for Abraham, Abe’s descendants, and God 
promises that somehow, thorough those descendants God would extend His blessing to all 
humans (Gen. 12:3). The rest of the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) recounts God caring for 
Abraham’s line (Israel), teaching them, guiding them, and correcting them. His people Israel 
were commissioned to be a “nation of priests” (Exodus 19:6), representing God to the nations. 
The ultimate means of God’s restoration, however, remained unclear and somewhat shrouded in 
mystery.  

The story of God’s plan of renewal comes to a dramatic climax in Jesus.  



The scriptures tell us that God’s plan to fix all that was broken by sin and to bridge the great 
chasm separating God and humans from our original union takes a surprising turn. A turn that, in 
the vast marketplace of human religions, stands out as almost unthinkable: God comes 
downstairs, becomes fully-human (while still maintaining His divinity), lives, loves, teaches, 
heals, suffers crucifixion in a tiny corner of the world called Jerusalem, and raises from the dead
—the culminating miracle above all miracles (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John). His death, we 
are told, is not just a martyrdom or tragedy of justice; rather, it is a grand sacrifice. It is payment 
for our sin, covering of our shame, reconciliation for our estrangement, the ultimate solution to 
the imposing problem of sin (Mark 10:45; 1 Cor. 15:3; 1 Pet. 3:18; Rom. 5:10). Somehow, 
Jesus’s death on that Roman cross made a way back home for all of us. Home in the arms of our 
God. Home in the lush garden of creation. Home in relationships of peace, love, and care for our 
fellow humans (John 13:35). It is in and through the work of Jesus that we are invited home. 
Jesus calls this eternal life (John 3:16).  

In the end, it will be good. Eternal (full, unending, whole, real) life begins now for those who 
entrust themselves to Jesus, (John 17:3) but it grows into forever! Those who have accepted 
God’s gracious gift of forgiveness and reconciliation through Jesus’s sacrifice immediately enter 
into a new (and renewed) relationship with God. This includes a vast array of blessings 
(Ephesians 1–3), but in particular those trusting Jesus enjoy the abiding presence of God with us 
and in us—the Holy Spirit (Acts 2; John 14:15–17; Romans 8). The believer’s reception of the 
Holy Spirit is mysterious (for sure!), but is also one of the most important gifts foreshadowing 
the glorious culmination of history when God’s work of restoration is complete. Just as the big 
story of the Gospel begins in a garden, in the scriptures, it fulfills in a garden (Revelation 22). 

What about you? This “good news” is not just a story that we hear about, but one that we are 
invited to live into right now! The really, really “good news” of the gospel is that you and I are 
not lost and excluded from our true purpose—enjoying unbroken relationship with God and 
fellow humans in the context of creation. God has done 100% of the work on our behalf. He has 
blazed the trail back home. He has paid the price for our rebellion. He has “filled out the 
adoption paperwork” and prepared a place for us at His lavish family dinner table. All we have to 
do is receive what He’s already done. Say “yes” to Him. In an act of faith, jump into His arms. 
We exchange our old life and cobbled-together plans for His new plan for our lives. This is both 
an individual choice, but it situates us within the parade of His people (tangibly lived out in the 
context of the local church).  

 


