
“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to

you” -Numbers 6:24-25

 

We all are experiencing unprecedented times, as a family, as a church, as a community, as a

nation, and even as a world - the world as we’ve known it! This Covid-19 crisis is creating an

environment of unexpected shared circumstances, of commonality, even unity as most of us

have never seen before. Embrace the blessings! I was standing in line at Smart & Final the

other day, chatting with a few gregarious women (albeit from a distance) as we waited for over

2 hours for the next load of coveted paper towels and toilet paper to arrive. There were a few

standoffish women near the front with masks and they were keeping to themselves, not

making eye contact with anyone. After asking one of my new friends to hold my spot, I hurried

off to get my cart as the long-awaited supply truck (of pure “paper” gold) finally pulled into to the

parking lot. (Hallelujah!) As it happened, I overlooked a speed bump and felt my body launching

forward precariously as if a nose dive was imminent. God in His good grace spared me the

humiliation and I suddenly recovered - albeit awkwardly. I raised my hands in the air as if to say

“I’m OKAY friends”- but did not dare turn around to face my audience. I grabbed my cart and

headed back sheepishly toward the long line and as I did one of the standoffish women

lowered her mask and said “That was definitely a 7, not a 10, but a solid 7!” I smiled back with a

giggle and heard an audible chuckle as she immediately raised her mask back over her mouth

and nose. My other new friends also joined in laughing with me (not at me - thank goodness!) A

silver lining of unexpected unity arose as we all tried our best to remain calm, have patience,

stay safe, and find humor and connection during a difficult time. What an unanticipated

blessing!

 

A friend texted me recently that she felt terrible that she was enjoying some of the forced

Covid-19 restrictions that are allowing for her family to significantly slow down. Her kids have

been in a fast-paced high level curriculum education system while also engaging in

competitive athletics for many years now. “I’m just happy the kids schedules have stopped.

They never had time to just hang around,” she admitted. Praise Jesus - another unanticipated

blessing! It’s OKAY to recognize and acknowledge the blessings that God weaves into our

challenging circumstances! Our God is good and if we look for Him and seek Him we will be

amazed at what we find, even during a terrible crisis. Let’s not miss out on His blessings.

 

“And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.” -

Philippians 4:19

 

“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” -Jeremiah 29:13

 

“But blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. They will be like a

tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat

comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear

fruit.” -Jeremiah 17:8
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