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I have had a really difficult time sleeping in the bed I have shared with my wife for 35 years. I wake up a lot, and even long for

the morning when I can get up and go meet with my Father seeking his help. Exactly one month after Cynthia died, I felt lost

and in the darkness of grief. I was met with the story of Abraham:

 

“By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did

not know where he was going.” --Hebrews 11:8 [NIV]

 

This picture pierced my heart in a good, yet unsettling way. My Father was telling me clearly that he was calling me to journey

into a different country, that I knew nothing about. Abraham had to leave so much familiar behind, and this was a painful

reminder to me that I couldn’t change the terrible reality that I would be traveling into this new place without Cynthia. Some of

you know the depth of pain this discovery brings. But then God offered his hand, and invited me to take it. I don’t know where I

am going, but I know my Guide. My journey is dark, sad, unknown, and never in our wildest imagination where Cynthia and I

dreamed our lives would travel. Sometimes I want to pull my hand out of his, it is just too much. But he has promised that he

will never, never, ever let go of me.

 

I found a poem from Streams in the Desert. I am still just living in the first paragraph, but hope remains.

 

The day had gone; alone and weak

I groped my way within a bleak

And sunless land.

The path that led into the light

I could not find! In that dark night 

God took my hand.

 

He led me that I might not stray,

And brought me by a new, safe way

I had not known.

By waters still, through pastures green

I followed Him--the path was clean

Of briar and stone.

 

The heavy darkness lost its strength,

My waiting eyes beheld at length

The streaking dawn.

On, safely on, through sunrise glow

I walked, my hand in His, and lo,

The night had gone.

 

--Annie Porter Johnson

 

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never

leave you nor forsake you.” --Deuteronomy 31:6 [NIV]

 

We are not alone in this different country that is so unfamiliar.

Bill


