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Please remember in prayer those listed below:   
Prayer requests are taken on an ongoing basis. A new list begins 
the second Sunday of each month. Be sure to obtain the individuals’ 
permission to submit the name(s) to be published on our list. 
 
Louise Conover Gloria Donati David Elmore, Sr. 
Linda Frederiksen Rita Gerner Dick Hoagland 
W. C. Holloway Nancy Karabaich Sue McCool 
Carl Mason  Jeremy Perez Max Perez 
Michael Moseley Gus Robbins Merv Conley Rodgers 
Chuck Steininger Richard Taylor Patti Williams 
The infant niece of Linda Frederiksen  The Family of Jay Melvin 
 

Friends, 
      Autumn officially began on September 22.  
I don’t know whether you have a favorite season, 
but for many people I know, this happens to be the 
one. Perhaps it’s the colors, or maybe it’s the cool 
air. The air is cooler, but there seems to be something warm and inviting 
about this time of year. Maybe seasons are just one way we are invited to 
remember God’s constant presence as the one who creates and sustains all 
living things. The changing seasons remind us of one who stands always in 
the shadows keeping watch, the only one capable of such a grand design. 
     As the weather changes, children return to school. And they return in a 
way they have never done before. This time of year gives us a good 
opportunity to reflect on the importance of children in our world today and on 
where we see children in Christian Scripture. Jesus makes a profound 
statement in Mark 10. He says, “Let the little children come to me; do not 
stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly  
I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will 
never enter it.”  
     How do children experience our world as it is today? What do we have to 
teach them? And one more question that we may not ask ourselves often 
enough - what can we learn from children? We will consider all these things 
on Sunday. I hope you will join us virtually or in person.      
 
With love, Scott 804-712-4725 scotthonaker@vaumc.org 

 
FIRST UMC CONTINUES IN-PERSON WORSHIP! 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER  27th – 11:00 AM  
FACE-COVERINGS ARE REQUIRED AT ALL TIMES. 

Body temperatures must be less than 100.4.   
 
 
A Reminder about “CHILDREN AT HEART”  
We have started a new segment of our worship service called 
“Children at Heart.” This is a time for a simple message to be 
shared with children, and with the entire congregation. If you 
would like to sign up to share a short message during one of our 
services, please contact the church office or Pastor Scott. 
 
 

          Report for the week of Sept 20th.    
Operating	  Budget	  Offering	  	  ...........................................................	  $4,184.00 
Loose	  Offering	  .....................................................................................	  $43.00	  
Love	  and	  Needy	  ...................................................................................	  $50.00	  
Major	  Needs	  ......................................................................................	  $130.00	  
Missions	  ............................................................................................	  $200.00	  
TOTAL	  OFFERING	  ...........................................................................	  $4,607.00	  
IN-‐PERSON	  WORSHIP	  ATTENDANCE	  .........................................................	  45	  

**********	  
If	  you	  are	  not	  attending	  our	  services,	  please	  remember	  to	  send	  in	  your	  

offerings	  and	  pledges,	  (FUMC,	  P.O.	  Box	  636,	  Hopewell	  23860)	  	  
 
 
The flower arrangement in the sanctuary this  
Sunday has been given to the Glory of God by  
Chip Clark in loving memory of his wife, Cathy.   
 
 

Dear Lord, this week we are remembering the poor 
and disenfranchised.  Teach them to turn to you in 
all things.  Help others not take advantage of them, 
but show them love and encouragement.  We ask 
these things in the name of Jesus.  Amen.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
                                (Theresa	  Gee,	  First	  UMC	  Admin.	  Asst.)	  

	  

WINTER HATS & GLOVES 
Winter	  hats	  and	  gloves	  are	  being	  collected	  for	  the	  children	  
in	  our	  area.	  A	  bin	  for	  donations	  is	  available	  on	  a	  MISSIONS	  
CORNER	  shelf.	  
	  



“The Lighthouse” 
 
Have you ever climbed the stairs to the top of a lighthouse?  I have.  Trust me, the experience is 
not for the faint of heart, literally.   
 
During one of my road trips, my friends and I thought it would be a good idea to climb to the top 
of the Cape Henry lighthouse to see the view from there.  Honestly, I was okay for the first 
twenty or thirty steps or so.  But after about 50 steps I began to wonder, Dear Lord, what have I 
done?  The steps to the Cape Henry Lighthouse in Virginia Beach, Virginia are narrow and steep.   
Once you have started up there is no turning back, especially if there are others on the vertical 
steps behind you.   
 
Now I never like to leave a job undone; when I start something, I like to finish it.  But these steps 
challenged my resolve, and made me wonder if we would EVER get to the top.  At some point, I 
began to feel heart palpitations.  Is this what a heart attack feels like, I wondered?  I ventured on a 
couple more steps.  I had to stand aside to rest and to let another couple pass.  I knew the view 
from the top would be worth it, if only I could . . .  
 

Finally we made it to the top and stepped thought the narrow door.  We 
were right, the view was worth it.  We could see the beautiful seashore, 
the infamous Chesapeake Bay Bridge and Tunnel that is 17 miles long, 
the boardwalk and more.  Coming down was a breeze compared to going 
up: “Smooth Sailing,” as they say.  
 
Thinking back on the journey of climbing those stairs seems to be a 
metaphor for life.  Sometimes life seems as if it’s an all up-hill journey.   
Sometimes the steps are steep and rough to climb.  Sometimes we have to 
move over and catch our breath.  Sometimes we have to let others pass as 
they make their way along their journey.  Often times we have to ask the 

Lord for help. But, oh, when we get to the other side (or in this case, to the top!).  When we make 
it to the top, the air is sweet and the view is fantastic.   Theresa Gee, FUMC Administrative Assistant 
 

Treasurer's Report for Month Ending August 31, 2020 
Operating Fund: 
Beginning Balance as of 01/01/2020 $19,497.08 
 August  Year to Date  
Income - Contributions $15,571.00 $112,010.83 
Income - Payroll Protection Loan1  $25,397.50 
Expenses $9,755.63 $109,948.12 
Net Change in Operating Fund $5,815.37 $27,460.21 
Balance as of 08/31/20202 $46,957.29 
Designated Funds Balance3 $56,456.69 
Love & Needy (separate checking acct) $500.00 
1Payroll Protection Loan used for Payroll and Utility Costs 
2Outstanding Conference apportionments $30,264.00 
2Outstanding District apportionments $2,364.00 
3Excludes Memorial and Endowment Funds 

Reminder about In-Person  
Worship Guidelines 
 
This week marks 12 weeks since we resumed in-person 
worship. On behalf of our Healthy Church Team, I would 
like to thank everyone who has helped make our worship 

experience as safe as possible. I would also like to thank all of you who have 
attended for your continued observance of the Stage 2 requirements. Overall, 
we have done a good job of wearing masks, maintaining social distancing 
guidelines, etc. Please remember that we are asked by the Virginia 
Conference to maintain six feet of distance while on church property. We are 
also asked to refrain from any touching, whether that be hand shakes or 
hugging. This has been a difficult rule to follow for me, and I’m sure it has 
been difficult for many of you, too. But together we persevere for the health 
and safety of our friends and family as well as ourselves. The Healthy Church 
Team appreciates your diligence and your willingness to help us make the 
church as safe as possible. 

(Pastor Scott & the HCT) 
 

 
 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
Trish Honaker (3), Madison Frank (5),  
Christy Frank (6), Tucker Martin (6),  
Max Kaufman (8), Marty Blaney (9),  
Harold Shreves (11), Joe Orlando (12),  
Linda Lovelady (14), Bristol Pierce (17), 

Shirley Bishop (19), Angie Hildreth (19), Mike Moosman (19), 
James Gay (21), Audra Honaker (21), Robert Moseley (21), 
Libe Houser (22), Jackie Tatum (22), Abby Williamson (22), 
Colton Dobbs (23), Tyler Smith (25), Kathy Felton (26),  
Anne Kitchen (28), Lisa Martin (30), Larry Hildreth (31) 

 
OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Frank and Josie Cuffe (10),  
Kim and Richard Taylor (21),  
Todd and Jan Butterworth (25),  
Bill and Anne Page Henry (26) 
 

 


