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Please remember in prayer those listed below:   
Prayer requests are taken on an ongoing basis. A new list begins the second 
Sunday of each month. Be sure to obtain the individuals’ permission to 
submit the name(s) to be published on our list. 
 

Carl Brundin Louise Conover  Gloria Donati 
Bill Duncan Christine Frink Carolyn Hoagland 
Dick Hoagland “Lucas” Jeremy Perez 
Max Perez Chuck Steininger Patti Williams 
 

Dear First Church, 
 

I believe it is safe to say that this year has been unlike any we have 
seen before. Many things have been different this year, and I 
suspect your holiday plans may be different, too.  Still, I hope that 
as you read this you are enjoying your Thanksgiving holiday either 
by carrying on old traditions in your family or perhaps by creating some new ones.  
  

The response we received last Sunday for fruits and vegetables to be given to the Hopewell Food 
Pantry was overwhelming.  I thank each of you for your generosity in giving to help feed folks who 
are struggling to feed themselves and their families.  This church has been the body of Christ in 
Hopewell for many years.  When we give as a church family, we continue our tradition by making a 
difference in this community. 
  

This week will be the first Sunday of Advent.  The world may have changed, but our source of hope 
has not.  We begin to celebrate this season and like many before us we say, “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel.”  I hope you will join us for worship. 
 

With love,  
Scott                                                    804-712-4725                       scotthonaker@vaumc.org 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP CONTINUES 
NOVEMBER 29th.  

FACE-COVERINGS ARE REQUIRED 
AT ALL TIMES. 

Body temperatures must be less than 100.4. 

 
THE LAST DAY to order Poinsettias is 
Monday, Nov 30th.  Cost for a 6-1/2” 
foil-wrapped plant is $13.  Complete 

the order form, attach check, place it in the offering 
plate on Sunday, or return it to the church office.  
Make check payable to First UMC, and note 
“Poinsettia” on the memo line. 

 
NOVEMBER USHERS 

   Randy Honaker  Gordon Bowman                       Mike Bujakowski 
   Jeff Moosman   Clarence Mosley 

NOVEMBER GREETERS – Linda and Wilfred Frederiksen 
 

Report for the Week of November 22nd 
Operating Budget Offering  ....................................................................... $3,115.00 
Loose Offering  .................................................................................................. $40.00 
Love and Needy ................................................................................................ $50.00 
Major Needs ...................................................................................................... $80.00 
Operation Christmas Child ................................................................................ $36.00 
Poinsettias ....................................................................................................... $104.00 
TOTAL OFFERING ...................................................................................... $3,425.00 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP ATTENDANCE .................................................................. 51 

If you are not attending our services, please remember to send in  
your offerings and pledges, (FUMC, P.O. Box 636, Hopewell 23860)  

 
 

Treasurer's Report for Month Ending October 31, 2020 
Operating Fund: 
Beginning Balance as of 01/01/2020 $19,497.08  

 October  Year to Date  
Income - Contributions $11,612.00  $137,024.83 
Income - Payroll Protection Loan1  $25,397.50  
Expenses $21,863.15  $142,213.88 
Net Change in Operating Fund ($10,251.15) $20,208.45  
Balance as of 10/31/20202 $39,705.53  
Designated Funds Balance3 $58,228.30  
Love & Needy (separate checking acct) $500.00  
1Payroll Protection Loan used for Payroll and Utility Costs 
2Outstanding Conf apportionments (Priority 1) $22,024.00  
2Outstanding Conf apportionments (Priority 2) $12,360.00  
2Outstanding District apportionments $394.00  
3Excludes Memorial and Endowment Funds 



Thanksgiving 
Memories 
 
Thinking of Thanksgiving often 

takes me back to some of the most cherished moments.  I love 
spending the holidays with family and friends.  One Thanksgiving in 
particular stands out in my memory:  It was back in 2014 when my 
best friend, Charlene, and her mother, Mom Sally, came to visit.  We 
did our customary thing of cooking and eating as always.  It was a little 
different that year because it was just the three of us.  Usually, we 
were rushing around cooking and cleaning and trying to make 
everything just perfect for other family and friends when they came 
by.  Not that year, though.  That year we all took turns in the kitchen 
as usual.  We stayed out of each other’s way while we prepared the 
foods each of us feel is our specialty.  We were not expecting visitors.  
We were not on a time clock.  We ate when we got good and ready.  
It was perfect!   After dinner we didn’t even wash the dishes.  (That 
was a first!)  We just retired to the den to watch Christmas movies.   
 
I don’t remember who brought it up, but somewhere along the way 
we began to discuss the Thanksgiving meal we had just enjoyed.  We 
talked about what we had cooked:  what we liked, what we didn’t; 
what worked well, and what we need to practice making again.  
Ironically, each of us had ONE DISH that did not come out right.  For 
me it was the quiche. I love quiche, but I had never made it before.  
When I found an easy recipe on the internet, I just knew I was in 
business.  I was wrong.  For Charlene it was the Angel Eggs.  She 
always makes them, and we always love them.  But this time 
something was missing.  I’m not sure we ever figured out what it was.  
For Mom Sally, it was the dressing.  Although the turkey was perfect, 
as were her other dishes, the dressing came out a little on the dry side. 
Instead of tearing down what went wrong, we all laughed it off and 
giggled over the things that were savory and delicious.  (Then we 
went back for seconds!) Every year I try to make Mother Johnnie’s 
Broccoli Casserole.  Although I can’t get it quite like hers, the one I 
make works just fine.  Charlene’s other contribution to the 
Thanksgiving dinner is pickled beets, and No One can top those.  And 
Mom Sally . . . we looked forward every year to the turkey.  And every 
year she didn’t disappoint. Mom Sally went home to be with the Lord 
in June of this year.  We will miss her at our Thanksgiving table.   
 
I know the phrase, “Don’t sweat the small stuff” is not in the Bible, but 
there is one scripture that applies.  Philippians 4:11 says, “Whatever 
state I am in, there will I be content”.  We were all content with the 
items we cooked that turned out well, and that was enough.  My 
Thanksgiving message to you is this:  As we experience an 
unprecedented holiday season this year, “Don’t sweat the small 
stuff”.  Don’t grumble and complain over the small things that go 
wrong.  For every one of them, there are a dozen things that are right. 
Don’t feel bad over the dish that doesn’t come out perfectly, I’ll bet 
the rest of your dinner will turn out just fine. Don’t fret over the things 
you didn’t accomplish this year.  Set new goals and some of the things 
from last year’s list will just get done.  Most of all remember, God is 
your Friend.  He loves you and is always with you.  If He doesn’t sweat 
the small stuff, then why should you? 
 
Bon appetite!  And Happy Thanksgiving,  
Theresa Gee,  FUMC Administrative Assistant 

 
The church office will be closed 

Wednesday thru Friday, Nov 25-27, 
for the Thanksgiving holiday.   
If you need assistance, please 

call or text Pastor Scott at 804-712-4725. 
 

 
The flowers in our sanctuary 
this Sunday are presented to 
the Glory of God by Kathy 
Hodson in loving memory of 
her husband, Larry Hodson. 

 
 

Dear Lord, thank you for the Season in 
which we remember Christ’s birth.  Remind 
us, Oh Lord, that the spirit of Christmas is 
not just one day or one month in the year, 
but every day of our lives.  With every breath of our being, 
we love and praise you, Lord.  In the Name of Jesus, Amen.  

(Theresa Gee, First UMC Admin. Asst.) 
 
 
 

 

 
Katherine Poe (1), Richard Hoagland (2), 

Josie Cuffe (3), Jimmy Lovelady (3), 
Caroline Rhodes Rosen (4), Wilson Bujakowski (7),          

Nancy Miles (8), Christine Frink (10), 
Joyce Butterworth (14), Donnie Karabaich (16), 

Karen Drake (18), Carolyn Foxworth (18), 
Tad Henry (18), Dale Lipke (20), Judy Blevins (21), 
JoAnn Butterworth (21), Jane Bujakowski (22), 
Heath Dye (22), Seth Dye (22), Nicole Lee (22), 

Rodney Myers (24), Ethan Gable (26), Susan 
Nicely Wagner (26), Sun Kim Calloway (27), 

Ed Kaufman (27), Linda Frederiksen (28) 
 

 
 

 
 

Richard and Carolyn Hoagland (20) 
 

The Red Barn Farm 
25515 Smith Grove Road, Dinwiddie, VA 23803 

https://www.theredbarnfarmva.com 


