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FROM OUR PASTOR . . . 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
We have much to rejoice over here at First United Methodist 
Church as the month of August begins. The pandemic goes on, 
but so do the life, mission, and ministry of the church. As it has with 
so many other congregations, this pandemic has forced us to find 
a new normal, which means finding new and different ways of 
worshipping God together. Thanks to the hard work of many folks 
here at FUMC, we have done and continue to do exactly that. 
 
We had our first in-person worship service here on July 12. We 
required social distancing in our seating arrangement, everyone 
wore face-coverings, and there was no live singing. Despite the 
restrictions, the sense of joy in the sanctuary that morning was 
palpable. We were once again worshipping together in this 
beautiful sanctuary after months of separation. I thought of Jacob’s 
words after his dream at Bethel in Genesis 28, “How awesome is 
this place! This is none other than the house of God.” 
 
I am grateful for the progress we have made. Still, the health and 
safety of every member of this community remains our highest 
priority. As I write this letter, our in-person worship services are still 
operating according to the Stage 2 rules set down by the 
conference, and we will continue to follow those procedures in the 
weeks and perhaps months to come. Many of you may continue to 
feel more comfortable worshipping with us online until there is 
some resolution to the COVID-19 situation, and I support your 
decision to do what you feel is best for you and your family.  
 
For those of you who are not yet aware, our worship services are 
being live-streamed on our church Facebook page every Sunday 
at 11 AM. After the service each week, the video will also be 
available on our church website to view at your convenience. I also 
hope to begin meeting on a weekly basis via Zoom for those of you 
who are interested (assuming you haven’t had too much Zoom 
already!). 
 
There are many in the world who long to feel God’s presence 
during this time of increased isolation. I pray that this month, 
wherever you are, you may have the same realization that Jacob 
did in the story at Bethel. “Surely the Lord is in this place – and I 
did not know it!” 
 
With Love, 
Scott 

If you are interested in participating in our 
weekly Zoom Bible study/book study, 

please contact me directly and let me know.  
I will try to make this available at a time that 

works well for all who are interested. 
    Feel free to email or call/text. 

scotthonaker@vaumc.org   804-712-4725 
                 I look forward to learning with you.                Scott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR “NEW” PASTOR’S OFFICE!  With our new pastor coming 
July 1, several church members felt we needed to deep-clean and 
redecorate the pastor’s office. Many improvements were made, 
and at no expense to the church. The bookshelves were cleaned 
and polished, and the books were dusted and replaced. The old 
window cornices were removed, and the three window frames 
repainted. White blinds were replaced with beautiful wood blinds. 
The bulletin board was repainted, and the carpet vacuumed and 
steam-cleaned. The old side chairs were replaced with two "new" 
chairs and a table added in-between. The mass of extension cords 
previously in the floor is no longer there, and the telephone console 
has been relocated to the desktop. The original painting of our 
beautiful  church – a personal gift to our new pastor -- now hangs 
on the wall behind the desk, and a wall clock was added. Several 
"plants" were donated to give the office some "life" and color. Two 
antique home communion sets were cleaned and repaired and are 
now displayed on the bookshelves. The pastor's desk drawers 
were cleaned, and one filled with snacks! One desk drawer pull 
was replaced and the drawer front repaired. The desk was 
polished and a new desk pad added.  Our new pastor has “moved 
in” and says he is enjoying his “new” office and finds it 
“comfortable” and a beautiful place to work and study.  A special 
“Thank you” to those who worked and donated toward this 
renovation!  Stop in to see our beautiful Pastor’s Office soon! 

	  

PLAN	  NOW	  TO	  ATTEND	  
	  OUR	  IN-‐PERSON	  WORSHIP	  SERVICES	  	  

AT	  11:00	  AM	  every	  Sunday!	  
 
Our in-person services will continue to be conducted in accordance 
with the latest instructions from the Virginia Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. In addition to the posted signage, the pastor will 
provide a reminder of requirements at the beginning of each service.  
 
Sunday bulletins that include all service details will continue being 
prepared and attached to each week’s email. The church cannot 
provide printed bulletins, but you may print your own copy and 
bring it to the service. (This a change.) Please be sure to take 
your bulletin with you as you leave.  The Call to Worship, Scripture, 
Prayers, and Hymns will be also projected onto a screen at the front of 
the sanctuary.  Words to hymns will be spoken rather than sung. 
Special music will be previously recorded and instrumental.  The 
pastor will explain when and where offerings can be given. 
 
At the conclusion of each service, ushers will dismiss us one pew 
at a time to assure that social distancing is maintained.  
  

Join us each Sunday!  Let’s worship together again! 
 
	  

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
Doris Nowlan (1), Jay Martin (3), 

Katherine Cave (4), Mekia Hill (6), 
Wesley Myers (6), Vonnie Barglof (6), 

Teresa Sherrill (6), Joshua Poe (7),  
Rusty Tatum (8), Eddie Cave (9), Maddie Birchett (13), 

Gloria Donati (13), Haley Hines (13), Wendy Weitkenper 
(13), Rocky Anderson (14), Kaitlyn Birchett (14), Jay 

Lovelady (14), James Coleman (15), Terri Dail (15), Ian 
Blaney (18), Ann Henry (18), Gary Hamilton (20), Megan 

Aycock (21), Frances Marks (21), Rhonda Lee (22), Carl 
Mason (22), Theresa Gee (23), Amy Jordan (23), Denise 

McCormick (23), Charles Steininger (23), Harold Zavislak 
(23), Kelsey Diradour (24), Kaye Holcomb (25), Susannah 
Andress (26), Gene Day (26), Christian Blankenship (27), 

Kyle Futch (29), Amber Posey (31) 
 
 AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
Lee and Courtney Bujakowski (1), Eric 
and Jaclyn Hines (2), Randy and Pat 
Rainey (3), Jason and Laura Poe (5), 
Jimmy and Linda Lovelady (8), Donnie 
and Nancy Karabaich (15), Ted and Diane 
Lowder (22), Gene and Jeannie Day (23), 
Robert and Edna Traylor (27), Wilfred and Linda 
Frederiksen (28), Roger and Nancy Miles (30) 



From our Missions Committee  
 
With all the difficulties we are having with Covid19, some of 
our mission partners are much worse off than usual.  Please 
continue to support the under-mentioned organizations.  We 
have met our commitment to our missionary in Cambodia, 
Clara Biswas, so thank you for your contributions.  
This month we focus on three of our mission partners:  
1. Wycliffe Bible Translators.  Career missionaries, Steve 
and Laraine Mann (who must generate their own support) 
work with translators in the final stages of getting the Bible 
published in many languages. 
2. Pathways, Petersburg VA.  Their mission is to create a 
community through relationship building with all who live, 
work, and play within the neighborhood by improving the 
economic, health, and spiritual environment in the 
community. (VUAMC Advance #5025) 
3. Friends of Barnabas.  A faith-based organization that 
provides medical support to children in Honduras through 
preventive education and life-saving pediatric cardiac 
surgeries. They also supply flip-flops and sunglasses. On 
your next trip to the dollar store, pick up a few pairs of each.  
Thank you,  
Dale Lipke, Missions Committee  

 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

NEW MISSION BINS! Thanks to several of our members, 
the old assorted plastic bins/baskets/boxes on the Parking Lot 
Lobby shelves for donations to various mission projects have 
been replaced with pretty gray fabric-covered bins with new 
labels attached.   Bring in your donations at any time! 

The beginning of the school 
year is fast approaching, and 
Hopewell has decided that 
all our students will begin 
virtually.  This will create a 
whole new set of challenges 

for many students!  School supplies and needs are at a 
whole different level with students learning from home. 
The best way for us to continue supporting the students 
would be through monetary donations. Please mark 
your donations "School Supply Drive," and school staff 
will be sure to get the supplies to the students! Please 
continue to pray for students, staff, and administration.  
   
  

Treasurer's Report for Month Ending June 30, 2020 
Operating Fund: 
Beginning Balance as of 01/01/2020 $19,497.08  
  June Year to Date 
Income - Contributions $14,450.00  $83,237.83 
Income - Payroll Protection Loan1 $10,453.63 $25,397.50 
Expenses $12,537.04  $87,632.25  
Net Change in Operating Fund $10,701.53  $21,003.08  
Balance as of 06/30/20202 $40,500.16  
Designated Funds Balance3 $55,369.55  
Love & Needy (separate check acct) $     500.00  
1Payroll Protection Loan/Payroll and Utility Costs 
2Outstanding Conference apportionments $22,698.00  
2Outstanding District apportionments $  1.576.00  
3Excludes Memorials & Endowments  

                                                   We are now listed in the 
                                                   AmazonSmile database!  

AmazonSmile is a simple way to support our church when 
you’re shopping on Amazon.com., and it is available at 
smile.amazon.com. When you shop at AmazonSmile, 
you will find the same low prices and selections; however, 
AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of the cost of all 
your eligible  purchases  to  our  church.  
FUMC’s link is https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0564201.  
This will set our church as your chosen organization to 
support.  Remember, you must go to smile.amazon.com 
each time you shop so your purchases will be included! 
 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Scott Honaker, Pastor 

scotthonaker@vaumc.org     804-712-4725 
Office 804-458-8076 

www.fumchopewell.org 

THE FIRST UMC 
CHANCEL CHOIR  
 
Since our Chancel Choir has not 
been able to meet for rehearsals and sing together for 
Sunday worship services, several of our Choir soloists  
have stepped up to provide inspirational solos for our  
online and in-service worship services.  Randy Rainey, Shari 
Moosman, Dennis Foxworth, and Thurman Elmore have 
pre-recorded several solos that will be heard in upcoming 
services, and I have had the honor of recording several as 
well.  Nancy Honaker has returned to our organ and piano 
for beautiful instrumental music.  We invite anyone who 
would like to share a musical talent or perhaps an 
accompanied choral reading to let our pastor or me know. 
We will welcome your participation in our worship services.   
Our church is so wonderfully blessed to have our new 
pastor, Scott, and his lovely wife, ‘Trish, to share their talents 
and expertise in producing videos that allow us to have our 
in-person worship services as well as provide online worship 
experiences for our members and friends in their homes.  
Let’s be sure to express our appreciation to Scott and ‘Trish 
for their special efforts on our behalf.  
It is our prayer that the pandemic will end soon, and we can 
resume our regular schedules, singing together for joy to the 
Lord!  Until then, please stay safe and well, and join us in 
worship each Sunday, whether it be in person or online. 

 
With love and prayers, 

Judy Blevins, Chancel Choir Director  
 

Spirit Whispers                               By Theresa Gee 
“Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou 

be in the field.  ”Deuteronomy 28:3 
We are blessed. Period. End of Story! We are blessed on 
every side. We are blessed on every end.  There is a song 
that puts it this way:  “We’re blessed in the city, blessed in 
the field.  Blessed when we come and when we go.  We 
cast down every stronghold.  Sickness and poverty must 
cease.  THE DEVIL IS DEFEATED.  We Are Blessed.” 
That’s so true:  We Are Blessed.  Period! 

 
                    We are grateful to Carolyn Hoagland who 

                     personally contacted many of our members 
                        and scheduled fresh flower donations for 
                       every Sunday worship service throughout 
                      the calendar year.  We thank you, Carolyn,   
                         as well as everyone donating the flowers!  


