JULY BIRTHDAYS
FIRST NEWS
U
M
C

July 2020

FROM OUR NEW PASTOR,
SCOTT HONAKER . . .
Dear Friends,

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND
OUR FIRST IN-PERSON WORSHIPth SERVICE
AT 11:00 AM on JULY 12 !

Our “In-person Worship Plan” is being emailed separately
following this Newsletter. Please read the approved Plan,
and check weekly “Announcements” and the FUMC website
for updates on health restrictions and requirements.

A favorite tag line in commercials during this pandemic has been, “Now more than
ever.” I scan the news from our country and around the world, and the prophet
Habakkuk’s complaint comes to mind. “O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and
you will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” And you will not save? Why do you
make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before
me; strife and contention arise. So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails.
The wicked surround the righteous—therefore judgment comes forth perverted.”
(Habakkuk 1:1-4). These words were written in a different time and place, but they
could have been written yesterday.

Sometimes Christians do make the misstep of becoming irrelevant rather than
integral. But the life and ministry of Jesus tell another story. Jesus proclaimed the
kingdom of God as being here among us, even now. As followers of Jesus, we have
an opportunity to embody his message and ministry of reconciliation, “Now more
than ever.” God gave us the greatest revelation not in the absence of suffering, but
right in the midst of it through the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. It is in
the midst of violence, illness, death, and injustice now that we can act as God’s agents
to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly before God (Micah. 6:8).
How do we begin? Perhaps we do what the prophet Habakkuk did. We pray. We lift
up our hearts to God. Ask what burdens God would have us carry, and there are
many in this world. Unexpected doors may begin to open.
Grace and peace, Pastor Scott

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
Scott and Dawn Williamson (4)
Rocky and Kathy Anderson (17)
Rusty and Mihoko Blevins (17)
Brian and Theresa (Gee) Krick (17)
Mike and Jane Bujakowski (30)

In each newsletter, I will share a short reflection with you. It is my hope that these
words may bring us into deeper thought and perhaps conversation about what it
means to be disciples of Jesus in the world today. I continue praying for you and for
the church during this unprecedented time.
Peace, Scott

I scan the news and see all these things – strife, contention, violence, and injustice.
Like Habakkuk, we may reach our limit and cry out to God, “Are you not listening?”
Renowned psychoanalyst Sigmund Freud once criticized belief in God as being
nothing more than a dream we use to avoid the pain and helplessness we experience
and see in the world around us. Unfortunately, in many cases, Christians around the
world have proved him right by their inaction or irrelevance. Before criticizing the
shortcomings of others, we might turn this difficult question on ourselves. When faced
with the uncomfortable, or those things that could potentially convict us of our own sin
and error, how many of us are quicker to withdraw than to engage?
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Judy Lindfors (5), Cathy Kaufman (8),
Frank James (9), Stephanie Parker (10),
Alice Eldridge (12), Rusty Blevins (14),
Todd Butterworth (14), Sue McCool (14),
Carole Bruce Clark (17), Michael Griffith
(17), Michael Moseley (17), Mallory di
Stefano (20), Mihoko Blevins (22), Jessica Manley (22), Cindy Altman
(25), Irma Kaufman (25), Marty Carico (27), Abbigayle Pandel (27),
Danny Calloway (28), Jeannie Day (31)

Treasurer's Report for Month Ending May 31, 2020
Operating Fund:
Beginning Balance as of 01/01/2020

HOPEWELL FOOD PANTRY
Don’t forget our Redbox for the Hopewell Food
Pantry. When we are once again able to be at church
and worship together, please stop at one of the
REDBOX containers near each entrance and drop in
your loose change. THE NEED IS ESPECIALLY GREAT THIS YEAR!
Checks payable to Hopewell Food Pantry may be sent directly to
them at PO BOX 1532, Hopewell, VA 23860.
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
502 W. Broadway - P. O. Box 636
Hopewell, Virginia 23860 www.fumchopewell.org
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 10:00 AM–1:00 PM
Office 804-458-8076
Email: Office@FUMCHopewell.org

srh4141@gmail.com 804-712-4725
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Income - Contributions
Income - Payroll Protection Loan1
Expenses
Net Change in Operating Fund
Balance as of 05/31/20202
Designated Funds Balance3
Love & Needy (separate checking acct)
1Payroll Protection Loan used for Payroll and Utilities
2Outstanding Conference apportionments
2Outstanding District apportionments
3Excludes Memorial and Endowment Funds

May
$12,875.00
$14,943.87
$17,117.34
$10,701.53

$19,497.08
Year to
Date
$68,787.83
$14,943.87
$75,095.21
$8,636.49
$28,133.57
$56,705.08
$500.00
$18,915.00
$1,182.00

To our Healthy Church Team, charged with
developing our In-Person Worship Plan and
chaired by Billy Williamson. Other HCT Team
members include Rocky Anderson, Judy
Blevins, Verna Brundin, Jan Butterworth, Josie Cuffe, Thurman &
Carol Elmore, Bill Henry, Carolyn Hoagland, Scott Honaker,
Moe Moseley, Doug Patrick, Pat Steininger, and Scott Williamson.

