
 

God’s Not Done With You! 
 

Micah 6:1-8 

INTRO: 
I may be the only one, but there are times when I feel useless to God. 
There are times when there are no words to pray. Like I've got nothing to 
offer to God. At times like these I feel drawn to Christian music.  
 
ME: One of my 
favorite songs right now is "God’s Not Done with You" by Tauren Wells. 
Whenever life tests my faith and pumps up the anxiety level, that’s usually the 
song I turn to for some comfort, and it’s a song to which everyone should turn. 

WE: Life can 
bring obstacles that seem like too much to handle. It often leaves us wondering, 
“Why God? Why did this have to happen? Why me?” 

We can’t understand why something so hard and so trying can happen to us. We 
often get so mixed up in our own suffering that we forget that there’s a plan so 
much bigger than the tiny picture frame at which we’re looking, and that’s where 
the true pain originates. In moments like this, we should turn to the Bible for 
guidance from the God it reveals to us. Wouldn't it be great to know what God 
wanted from us. It would be so nice to know what God requires of us. This 
morning we will think about this with help from Micah. Because, God’s not done 
with you! Let’s listen to Micah: 

 
GOD: 

Micah 6:1 Hear what the Lord is saying:  
Arise, lay out the lawsuit  
before the mountains;  
let the hills hear your voice!  

2 Hear, mountains, the lawsuit  



 

of the Lord!  
Hear, eternal foundations  
of the earth!  
The Lord has a lawsuit  
against his people;  
with Israel he will argue.  

 
3 “My people, what did I ever do to you?  

How have I wearied you? Answer me!  
 

4 I brought you up out of the land of Egypt;  
I redeemed you  
from the house of slavery.  

I sent Moses, Aaron, and Miriam  
before you. 

  
5 My people, remember what  
Moab’s King Balak had planned,  
and how Balaam, Beor’s son,  
answered him!  

Remember everything 
from Shittim to Gilgal,  

that you might learn to recognize  
the righteous acts of the Lord!”  

 
6 With what should I approach the Lord  

and bow down before God on high?  
Should I come before him  
with entirely burned offerings,  
with year-old calves? 

  
7 Will the Lord be pleased  
with thousands of rams,  



 

with many torrents of oil?  
Should I give my oldest child  
for my crime;  
the fruit of my body  
for the sin of my spirit?  

 
8 He has told you, human one,  

what is good and  
what the Lord requires from you:  
to do justice, embrace faithful love,  
and walk humbly with your God.  

 

What God does want, Micah tells us. He does so in a verse considered one 
of the most memorable and timeless verses in the Old Testament. It is a 
deep response to God shown in the basic elements of true religion. This 
was shown to Israel in the social concerns reflected in the Mosaic law. 
 
God has told the people what is good. The Mosaic law differentiated 
between good and bad and reflected God’s will in many areas of their 
religious and social lives. It indicated what God required of them. They 
were to act justly. The word “justly” has here the sense of “true religion,” 
“To love mercy” is to freely and willingly show kindness to others. The 
expression “to walk humbly with your God” means to live in conscious 
fellowship with God, exercising a spirit of humility before him. These great 
words remind us of the words of our Jesus in Matthew 23:23. Here Jersus 
said,  
 

23 “How terrible it will be for you legal experts and Pharisees! 
Hypocrites! You give to God a tenth of mint, dill, and cumin, but 
you forget about the more important matters of the Law: justice, 
peace, and faith. You ought to give a tenth but without forgetting 
about those more important matters. 
 



 

Micah didn't mean that sacrifice was completely useless and that a proper 
attitude in the heart toward God would be enough. In the prior verse he 
painted a purposefully exaggerated picture of the sacrificial system to 
indicate that God has no interest in the layers of empty religious acts. 
Jeremiah 7:22-23 is often appealed to as evidence that the prophets 
rejected the sacrificial system; but Jeremiah promised that the offerings 
would be acceptable if the people were obedient. We see a similar attitude 
toward sacrifice in Psalm 51:16-17, but the succeeding verses show the 
author to be indicating that the Levitical sacrifices are acceptable to God 
only when accompanied by a proper attitude of the heart toward Him. 
 
This passage from Micah does not make up the way of salvation. 
Forgiveness of sin was received through the sacrifices. The standards of 
this verse are for those who are members of the covenantal community and 
describe the response God wants to see in those who share in the 
covenantal. This has not changed for Christians. We are still called to the 
exercise of true religion and justice, to kindness, and to humility. Christians 
are in a covenant relationship with God in which the law (torah) has been 
placed within their hearts, not done away with or forgotten. But for 
Christians obedience is to the indwelling Holy Spirit, not to the letter of the 
law.  
 
Kenneth Boa compares a soaring eagle to Christians learning to soar 
through the power of the Holy Spirit: 

God seems to like eagles. Thirty-three Bible verses 
mention them! Eagles are true flying birds, meaning they 
get off the ground by flapping, but they soar by thermals. 
Eagles begin flight training around four months old. But 
even before that, at about two months, they stand up in 
the nest and spread their wings when they feel gusts of 
wind. They're training to know the thermals! Thermals are 
the columns of air formed as heat rises from the ground. 



 

Because heat rises, these air columns push up and up, 
displacing the cold air around them. By staying in the 
warmth of the thermal, the birds continue to soar. Eagles 
become experts in this. 

In this magnificent aerodynamic action, gravity isn't 
deactivated—it's still at work—but the higher principle 
overcomes gravity. Eagles drop down when they step off 
a branch. Then, they start flapping like crazy. Once 
they're in the air, though, their wings don't have to work 
very hard, and while soaring, they use a small fraction of 
the effort required to rise. They're almost at rest and can 
just enjoy the pleasure of flight. 

When we first begin following Christ (or practicing a 
spiritual discipline) we're like eagles spreading our wings. 
Once we start flapping, though, we lift up. Maybe after a 
few tries we're back down on the ground. But through 
repeated practice, we finally soar. Also, in Greek, the 
Holy Spirit is called pneuma, which means “current of 
air." Think about what this means for us! We flap and 
flap, but eventually we catch the current of air, and we 
soar. This is how the Holy Spirit works with our training. 
He's not only our coach; he's the power behind 
everything we do. 

THE BOTTOM LINE: 
God’s not done with those who do justice, embrace faithful love,  
and walk humbly with their God. 

 
YOU: 
Here are some ways to apply this to your life. 



 

- Do justice.  
 
We live in a world where injustice goes on in big and little ways everyday, 
everywhere. Micah says this is what God requires of you: Do justice. Be 
an agent of justice. You can't correct all the injustice of the world, but you 
can do something. you can notice. you can read. You can study. You can 
be thoughtful about what's going on in this world. You can pay attention to 
which governments and companies are being just and which are not. You 
can pray. You can ask God to help you treat others fairly. You can at least 
have the courage to stand up for people who are getting treated unfairly in 
your little world—in your school, your office, your neighborhood where you 
live. You, who have so much more than you need, so much more than you 
deserve, you can give some of what you have to others who have no food 
or no home or no hope. You know what the Lord requires of you. Do 
justice. 
 

- Love kindness.  

The word Micah uses is hesed. In the Old Testament, it is the word most 
closely associated with God's lovingkindness expressed in the covenant, 
which is the basis of His relationship with human beings. It is steadfast love 
that always seeks to express itself in action. 

In a town called Paradise, California, lives a young man named John 
Gilbert. When he was five years old, John was diagnosed with Duchenne's 
Muscular Dystrophy. It is genetic, progressive, and cruel. He was told it 
would eventually destroy every muscle in his body and in a decade or so, 
take his life. 

Every year, John lost something. One year, it was the ability to run. Another 
year, he could no longer walk straight. He's 25 now. When he couldn't do 
anything else, he could operate a mouse. He's written an unbelievable 
manuscript of his life, 90 pages long. He writes that junior high was the 



 

hardest era of his life. It is for almost everybody. Tony Campolo has said 
Roman Catholic theology is right—there really is such a thing as purgatory, 
and it's junior high. It was worse for John, though. He was bullied and 
humiliated until he was afraid to go to school. No one ever stood up for him, 
maybe because they were afraid for themselves—afraid to do justice and 
show kindness. 

But there were other moments in John's life where kindness was shown. 
One year, when he was just a child, he was named California's 
ambassador for Muscular Dystrophy. He and his mother were ushered into 
a private meeting with the governor in Sacramento. The governor took out 
a large glass jar of candy and told John to dig in. John looked at his mom, 
and she said it was okay to take one piece. The governor said he was the 
governor, and John should do what he said. So John stuffed his pockets! 

Later that night, the NFL sponsored a fundraising auction dinner at which 
John was a guest. Players let him hold their huge SuperBowl rings, which 
slid up to John's wrists. And when the auction began, one item especially 
caught his attention. It was a basketball that was signed by all the players 
of the Sacramento Kings NBA team. John got a little carried away about 
that, because when that ball was being bid for, he raised his hand. As soon 
as it went up, his mom flagged it down. "Astronauts never felt as many 
Gs as my wrist did that night," he said. 

Bidding for that basketball went to an astounding amount for an item that 
was not the most valuable treasure on the docket. Eventually, one man 
named a figure that shocked the whole room. Nobody could match it. The 
guy went to the front and collected his prize, but instead of returning to his 
seat, the man walked across the room and placed the basketball in the 
small, thin hands of the boy who had admired it so intently. He put it in 
hands that would never dribble it down a court, never throw it to a 



 

teammate on a fast break, and never fire it from three-point range. John 
says the whole room just came undone. Every heart melted. 

You have so much health and time, a brand new day, and more resources 
than you know how to consume—have you bought a basketball for 
anybody lately? Do you love kindness? That's what the Lord requires of 
you. 

Do justice. Love kindness.  

- Walk humbly before your God.  

I read that Micah included that one because it's hard work to be a Prophet 
and not get self-righteous about it. Did you ever notice that? Ever see 
anybody in a church who loves to go around correcting other people? 
There's a kind of person who loves to do that, who loves to pass judgment 
in a spirit of arrogant superiority, which they then cover up by saying, "I'm a 
Prophet. I have the gift of prophecy." There is an important theological 
distinction between being Prophet and being a jerk. What burns most 
deeply in the heart of a true Prophet is not anger; it's love. 

C. S. Lewis wrote, "Anger is the fluid that love bleeds when it gets cut." 
And God's anger is fierce when he sees injustice and greed and 
oppression, because God's love is fiercer still. A true Prophet remembers 
that she or he, too, is one of the sinful people who helped mess up this 
world, and so they walk humbly. How would this look in your life? 

WE: 
Imagine what would happen if we all made it the focus of our lives to do 
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly before our God... 
Can we imagine how our lives might be different? 
Imagine the difference this would make in the world... 
 



 

CLOSE: 
This is my last message as the pastor of First United Methodist Church. 
After 6 years of serving with you I’m leaving you and going to serve with the 
people of Bethany United Methodist Church in Smithfield, VA. I want to end 
by sharing the lyrics of the song “God’s Not Done with You” by Tauren 
Wells and as you to please look up that song and listen to it, especially 
when you need some inspiration to do Justice, to Love Mercy, and to Walk 
Humbly with your God. 

 

Standing in your ruins, feels a lot like the end 

So used to losing, you're afraid to try again 

Right now all you see are ashes 

Where there was a flame 

The truth is that you're not forgotten 

'Cause Grace knows your name 

God's not done with you 

Even with your broken heart and your wounds and your scars 

God's not done with you 

Even when you're lost and it's hard and you're falling apart 

God's not done with you 

It's not over, it's only begun 

So don't hide, don't run 

'Cause God's not done with 

You 

There's a light you don't notice 

Until you're standing in the dark 

And there's a strength that's growing 



 

Inside your shattered heart 

God's not done with you 

Even with your broken heart and your wounds and your scars 

God's not done with you 

Even when you're lost and it's hard and you're falling apart 

God's not done with you 

It's not over, it's only begun 

So don't hide, don't run 

'Cause God's not done with 

You 

 

God’s not done with . . . 

 You. 

 

Let’s pray together... 

 
 


