
The Sacrifice 
Genesis 22:1-14 

 
 
INTRO: 
Sacrifice is a difficult but necessary part of life. It is never fun and should 
not be invited into your life. Opportunities for sacrifice will present 
themselves all on their own. When was the last you had to sacrifice 
something?  
 
God requires sacrifices of us, but He does this out of His love for us. God 
doesn’t ask of us what He has not already asked of Himself. It is in the 
nature of God to be unrestrained in loving us and in giving to us. The 
demands made on us by God are met by the gifts that God gives us. But 
we will sacrifice. 
 
ME: 
I read about some ants in South and Central American rainforests that will 
lie down in the potholes that stand between their ant army and food. Their 
bodies form a makeshift bridge, allowing other ants—sometimes numbering 
over 200,000—to make better time in getting to the source of nourishment. 
 

This pattern in the life of ants was discovered through research 
done at England's University of Bristol. Researchers took a 
wooden plank and drilled different sized holes in it, simulating a 
narrow trail. Ants would find holes equal to their size and lay 
down inside, letting others walk safely over them. When the 
raiding party accomplished its mission and was returning to its 
nest, the faithful few climbed out of their holes and followed the 
raiders home. 



I love it when someone sees somewhere they can help me and they just do 
it without asking. It's something I try to do too. If there is a pothole that is 
my size I can lay in for them to cross I'll just do it. It is like never asking 
someone if they'd like some water, just get them some water! Who's going 
to turn that down? 

 
WE: 
We all have to make sacrifices for the benefit of others. Those ants are a 
greatest example of putting others ahead of ourselves in sacrificial ways. 
Let’s see what God can teach us about sacrifice this morning: 
 
 
GOD 

Genesis 22:1 After these events, God tested Abraham and said 
to him, “Abraham!” Abraham answered, “I’m here.” 2 God said, 
“Take your son, your only son whom you love, Isaac, and go to 
the land of Moriah. Offer him up as an entirely burned offering 
there on one of the mountains that I will show you.” 3 Abraham 
got up early in the morning, harnessed his donkey, and took two 
of his young men with him, together with his son Isaac. He split 
the wood for the entirely burned offering, set out, and went to 
the place God had described to him. 4 On the third day, 
Abraham looked up and saw the place at a distance.  
 

Abraham leaves Beersheba the same way he left Haran many years 
earlier. God calls and he leaves. It is not really as simple as that. No map. 
No directions. Just unwavering belief and trust that God will lead him where 
he needs to go. Such faith! Especially considering what God sending him to 
do. Presenting his son of promise as a burnt offering to God? What? 
Why? How? Let’s keep reading... 

 



Genesis 22:5 Abraham said to his servants, “Stay here with the 
donkey. The boy and I will walk up there, worship, and then 
come back to you.” 6 Abraham took the wood for the entirely 
burned offering and laid it on his son Isaac. He took the fire and 
the knife in his hand, and the two of them walked on together. 7 
Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father?” Abraham said, 
“I’m here, my son.” Isaac said, “Here is the fire and the wood, 
but where is the lamb for the entirely burned offering?”  
 

Allow that question to sink in for a moment… Knowing what you know… Oh 
my... 
 

8 Abraham said, “The lamb for the entirely burned offering? God 
will see to it, my son.” The two of them walked on together. 9 
They arrived at the place God had described to him. Abraham 
built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He tied up his 
son Isaac and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. 10 Then 
Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to kill his son 
as a sacrifice. 11 But the Lord’s messenger called out to 
Abraham from heaven, “Abraham? Abraham?” Abraham said, 
“I’m here.” 12 The messenger said, “Don’t stretch out your hand 
against the young man, and don’t do anything to him. I now 
know that you revere God and didn’t hold back your son, your 
only son, from me.” 13 Abraham looked up and saw a single ram 
caught by its horns in the dense underbrush. Abraham went 
over, took the ram, and offered it as an entirely burned offering 
instead of his son. 14 “Abraham named that place “the Lord 
sees.” That is the reason people today say, “On this mountain 
the Lord is seen.” 

 
-- Lord, show us what we are to see and know and do… 
 
God commanded Abraham to go to a mountain called Moriah.  



 
- Mountains are important in the Bible. Mountains are where people go 

to be closer to God.  
 
On that mountain Abraham was commanded to sacrifice his only son, 
Isaac. Up until now, Abraham thought that his God was different from the 
other gods. His God promised him that he would have a son and that 
through this son, the world, all the nations, would be blessed. Abraham’s 
God was a God who gave good gifts. All the other gods were always asking 
for sacrifices, submission, and gifts. The greatest gift to be given to a god 
was a human life.  
 
Imagine the thoughts going through Abraham’s mind as he walked up that 
mountain. There was wood on his back and his son walking beside him. 
Isaac speaks up, “Father, where is the sacrifice?” There was wood, fire, 
a knife, but no ram to sacrifice. 
 
Abraham tried his best to sound confident and nonchalant, “God will 
provide. God will see to it, my son.” 
 
As they near the top of the mountain, Abraham tries to mentally force time 
to stop and physics to reverse . . . so that they would move further away, 
not closer, to the top. But they arrive at the top.  The beautiful, the horrible, 
the unimaginable top. And God provides. Abraham ties up Isaac, his little 
lamb, and he raises the knife over Isaac and . . . WAIT! He passed the test! 
He was ready to offer his son. He gave himself completely to God’s will. 
God provided . . . the ram caught in the thicket. 
 
He passed the test. God will provide.  
 
Human sacrifice. Human . . . sacrifice?!  It is unthinkable! But we do it all 
the time. Great things are usually accomplished with some pain and some 
sacrifice. Accomplishing the greatest good, for the greatest number of 



people? That is not going to happen without some sacrifice. And the 
greater the good, the greater the sacrifice. We show in our own time that 
we are willing to go up the mountain for the greater good. It seems we think 
that if we are going to secure our lives, make a difference, live forever, be 
happy, or whatever it is we want in life, we will have to make some great 
sacrifice to do it.  
 
As Abraham led his son up the mountain, it had to have seemed like the 
cruelest of ironies. The miracle child born to him in his old age, a blessing 
of God who was to be the first installment of that promise to bless all the 
nations of the world. But now, this! How could God give him Isaac as a 
blessing and now demand he present Isaac as a sacrifice?  
 

- Maybe every blessing includes some sacrifice. 
 
Is the sacrifice worth it? Is God worthy of such a severe cost? 
 
The sacrifice. As God saw His only Son being led up the mountain of the 
skull, surely He had second thoughts. Is this promise worth the severe 
cost involved? There was no wood for the fire, just the wood made into a 
cross. Did God the Father regret His promise from the beginning to 
have a people who would bless the world? Did the Father know the 
cost would be so severe . . . as He watched His Son shuffle up the 
mountain with the wooden cross on His back. 
 
“Father, where is the lamb? Everything is here, the cross, the nails, 
but where is the sacrifice?” 
 
“I will provide,” said the Father. And as the altar was made ready for the 
sacrifice, the wood was hoisted high, the hammering of nails, no one said, 
“Stop.”  
 



Then the Son, the only Son, looked into the Father’s eyes and asked, “My 
God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” No one said why, and no 
one stopped the sacrifice. And so, He breathed His last and died. 
Just like Abraham, God passed the test. 
 
“I asked God how much He loved me, and He stretched out His arms 
and died."  God promised to love us, to make something out of us, to bring 
us back to Himself no matter how much it cost. And God kept that promise, 
Even to the death. One day on the mountain top, God did what God never 
asked anyone else to do, even His first servant Abraham. God once again 
provided the sacrifice and this time it was God's own Son, not a ram but the 
lamb. And so God proved how far He would go to bless the world. The 
greatest good God promised to work could only be accomplished through 
God's greatest gift. God provides what is required to set things right 
between us. The lamb, the Son, is the gift, the sacrifice of God's own self, 
out of God’s great promise to love us, no matter what.  
 
The first Bible verse many people learn by heart is this one: 
 

- “God so loved the world that He gave His only Son.” 
 
How about you? Have you heard that one before? If not now you have. 
 
THE BOTTOM LINE: 

God can require sacrifice from us because He first sacrificed for 
us. 

 
YOU: 
Here are some ways you can apply this to your life today. Here are your 
action steps: 
 

1- Don’t ask if you can help, just help. If you begin helping 
someone and they say they don’t want or need you help, stop 



helping, of course. But don’t ask someone if they’d like some water, 
just get them some water. If they are not thirsty, drink it yourself.  
 
2- Smile as you sacrifice. This will not work in some, maybe even 
many cases. I’m not suggesting we be gluttons for punishment. I am 
saying that maybe if we remember the sacrifice that God went to for 
us, we can smile even as we sacrifice. 
 
3- Put a verse in your heart. John 3:16? God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
won’t perish but will have eternal life. 
 
1 Peter 5:10? “After you have suffered for a little while, the God 
of all grace, the one who called you into his eternal glory in 
Christ Jesus, will himself restore, empower, strengthen, and 
establish you.” 

\ 

Search the internet for a verse to carry with you in your heart to help 
you through times of suffering. 
 
Don’t ask if you can help, just help. Smile as you sacrifice. Put a 
verse in your heart. 

 
WE: 

Can you imagine the difference in your life if you did these things? 
Imagine God using your sacrifices to open others hearts to Him… 
Imagine the global transformation that will ripple out from your 
sacrifice... 
 

 
Let’s prepare for sacrifice with prayer... 


