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WE WELCOME OUR NEW
PASTOR, SCOTT HONAKER!
We are happy to have Scott become
our new pastor, beginning July 1 st !
We look forward to working with him
to lead our church into being all that
it can be, serving God and reaching
others for Christ in Hopewell and
surrounding communities.
Dear Friends,

Six years . . . we have covered a lot of ground in six years.
I want to commend you in your faithfulness and your
generosity with and in response to God’s grace. I will pray
for you all as Scott begins to be your pastor, and I hope you
will pray for me, as I become the pastor of Bethany UMC
in Smithfield.
I want you to know that God is not done with you. As
individual disciples and as a congregation – God is not done
with you. Listen to Him – respond to Him – and continue
bringing change to Hopewell with the grace of Christ!

Last month we described the process by which
Finance Chairman Robert Johnson used to
apply for a loan under the Congressional Cares
Act’s Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) in the
amount of approximately $26,000. These funds
were to to be used to ensure our employees
were paid through the Covid-19 shutdown. (It is important to note
that we will be using the funds for this purpose only, which allows the
loan to be forgiven.) The initial PPP ran out of money; however,
after additional Congressional action provided more money to the
program, FUMC received the requested funds. Happily, we have,
therefore, been able to make whole the income for our valued and
faithful employees.

1 Thessalonians 5:23-28 The Day of the Lord (NIV)
23

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you
through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and
he will do it. 25 Brothers and sisters, pray for
us. 26 Greet all God’s people with a holy kiss. 27 I
charge you before the Lord to have this letter read to
all the brothers and sisters. 28 The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with you.

It gives me great joy to write this letter to you today. I am honored
to have been given this opportunity to serve First Church as pastor
beginning in July. We have been blessed with gifts, talents, and
love to share, and I am excited about all the ways we will be in
ministry together.

In His grace. Chris

Writing to the Church in Rome, the apostle Paul says, “First, I
thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you.” He then says,
“For I am longing to see you … so that we may be mutually
encouraged by each other’s faith.” I do not yet know when we
will gather in person again. This is a difficult time to be separated
from each other, as we all have experienced. But today, I am filled
with gratitude for all of you. Like Paul, I am longing for the time
when we can see each other again. Until then, know that I am
looking forward to July when we begin a new chapter together.
In all things, I remain convinced that God is able to do abundantly
more than we can ask or imagine.

In appreciation for his love and devotion to
the members of First Church, the StaffParish Relations Committee will be collecting
a Love Offering to be presented to Pastor
Chris upon his departure at the end of June.
If you wish to contribute, please mail or bring
your offering to the church office. If giving by check, note “Pastor’s
Love Offering” on the memo line of your check. Thank you.

With Love,
Scott

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT	
  

(Reminder: Love Offerings are not tax deductible.)

We are reminded that these funds provide payroll remedial action to
help us only during this period of reduced giving. We are
anticipating that donations will increase, so that we can continue to
meet all of our monthly operating expenses, including payroll.
Please remember to send in your weekly offerings and pledges,
(FUMC, P.O. Box 636, Hopewell, VA 23860). Thank you for your
faithful dedication and support.
NOTE: The Church Office is now open from
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, Monday through Thursday.
Treasurer's  Report  for  Month  Ending  April,  2020  
Operating  Fund:  
  
  
Beginning  Balance  as  of  
01/01/2020  
  
$19,497.08  
                      
          Year  to  
  
April  
                Date    
Income  
$14,892.40  
$55,912.83  
Expenses  
$12,705.40  
$57,977.87  
Net  Change  in  Operating  Fund  
$2,187.00  
-‐$2,065.04  
Balance  as  of  
04/30/2020  
  
*$17,432.04  
Designated  Funds  Balance  
  
**$56,097.15  
Love  &  Needy  (separate  
checking  acct)  
  
$500.00    
*Monthly  conference  apportionments  not  paid  this  year.  
District  apportionments  paid  for  January  and  February  
**Excludes  Memorial  and  Endowment  Funds.  

2020
High School,
College, and
Seminary
Graduates*

To Our Graduates . . .	
  

	
  

CHURCH OPENING IS ON THE WAY!!!
CHURCH OPENING IS ON THE WAY!!! That being said, we must
add that we just don’t know when. Some things are happening of
which we all should be aware. First, most of us have followed the
Governor’s pronouncements regarding guidelines for all commercial
and social openings. We should keep that information in mind.
Second, the Virginia Conference of the United Methodist Church
has produced a 53-page HANDBOOK FOR LOCAL CHURCHES
that describes in minute detail how we as local churches are to
approach “re-opening.”
The handbook describes a three-stage approach to opening. The
first stage allows Pioneer (or test churches, as I call them) to
conduct services with a small number of members present. These
churches will use very restrictive protocols in accordance with the
Handbook. In this phase, Drive-in churches will also be allowed.
This stage is in progress now. We are not a Pioneer church. We have
received the “drive-in” designation, but there are no plans for this at the
moment. The second stage adds additional Pioneer churches and
some small churches. The third stage allows all churches to resume
worship using the New Normal Protocol (more about that later).

Scott Randall Honaker, Union Presbyterian Theological Seminary
Master of Divinity - to Pastorate, First United Methodist Church of Hopewell
Patricia Honaker, wife; Randy & Nancy Honaker (P)
Ann Mason Bujakowski, Virginia Commonwealth University
Masters Degree in School Counseling - to Prince George Schools
Mike & Jane Bujakowski (P)

	
  

Dear Lord, We pray for the lives of our graduates today.
Thank you for taking care of them. Thank you for getting them
through the many years of their educational pursuits. Keep
them, Lord, as they enter the next chapter of their lives. Amen.

	
  (Theresa	
  Gee,	
  FUMC	
  Admin.	
  Asst.)	
  

Tyler Smith, University of Virginia-Wise
B.S. Degree in Criminal Justice
Mike & Kim Smith (P); Glenda Barefoot (GP)
Aric James Hunt, Hopewell High School; David & Debbie Hunt (GP)
Morgan Ashley Langley, Matoaca High School - to James Madison University;
Jarold & Mary Sue Langley (GP)
Stephen Douglas Mazzei, Hopewell High School - to New River Community
College; Jarold & Mary Sue Langley (GP)

Dates for stages two and three will be known when the Bishop tells us.
Repeat -- when the Bishop tells us. At FUMC, we will continue weekly
worship and prayers by telephone, Facebook, and the First UMC website.
IMPORTANT: The Conference Handbook states that, immediately,
“all churches will create a Healthy Church Team (“HCT”) to prepare
for the time when they will be able to offer in-person worship.” We
have begun the process of forming this important team and getting to
work. Don’t be surprised if you are called upon to lend your talents
to the work of this team. In any case, your prayers will be needed for
this team as it attempts to bring us closer to in-person worship in a
safe manner. Be assured, there is much more information to come.

Caroline Rhodes, University of Virginia
B.S. Degree in Chemistry; Ron & Karen Rhodes (P)

Reghan Michelle Powroznick, Prince George High School - to Richard Bland
College; Kaye Holcomb, (GP)

	
  
“Thank You” to Dominion Power and
A. Power Electric, LLC., for providing and
installing new energy saving light bulbs
throughout our entire church.	
  

Mary Elizabeth Rackley, Appomattox Regional Governor’s School - to Richard
Bland College; Bert & Christy Rackley (P); Ben & Kay Rackley (GP);
H.D. & Barbara Hammond (GGP)
Jacob Ray Tuck, Thomas Dale High School - to John Tyler Community
College; Mark & Sandy Tuck (P); Jimmy & Linda Lovelady (GP)
*(P) Parents, (GP) Grandparents, (GGP) Great-Grandparents

