
Socially Distant Faith 
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

INTRO: 
These days of social distancing have really turned the world upside down. 
We are anxious about the way this virus is killing so many people. But, 
have we considered the effect it is having on our faith? Is our faith 
becoming socially distant? If it is, is that really a bad thing or not? 
Let’s think about that this morning. Suffering for our faith isn’t really all 
that common in our part of the world, but those who bear God’s light to the 
world can expect two things: 

• To meet social resistance to the gospel message 

• and to be blessed for their bold discipleship. 
ME: 

I am an extroverted introvert, so I am not crazy about being alone for long 
periods of time. This stay at home stuff has been tough at times. But I am 
working to transform the feelings of isolation into opportunities to embrace 
solitude and to be open to hearing from God and communing with God. 
WE: 
We all have been more alone that ever lately, perhaps. How have we tried 
to embrace this as an opportunity for solitude rather than loneliness 
and isolation? Henri Nouwen wrote that “Without solitude it is virtually 
impossible to live a spiritual life.” How can we use this unprecedented 
opportunity of solitude and silence and apartness to connect to one 
another spiritually and to connect to God more deeply? 

Let’s listen to Peter for a Word from God about this: 
GOD: 

1 Peter 4:12 Dear friends, don’t be surprised about the fiery trials 
that have come among you to test you. These are not strange 
happenings. 13 Instead, rejoice as you share Christ’s suffering. 
You share his suffering now so that you may also have 
overwhelming joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are 
mocked because of Christ’s name, you are blessed, for the Spirit 
of glory—indeed, the Spirit of God—rests on you. 

Are we mocked because of Christ? If we are, we are blessed, the author 
says. If we are mocked for our faith in Christ, we are certainly humbled. 
Listen to what Peter says later: 

1 Peter 4:5:6 Therefore, humble yourselves under God’s power 
so that he may raise you up in the last day. 7 Throw all your 
anxiety onto him, because he cares about you. 8 



Be clearheaded. Keep alert. Your accuser, the devil, is on the 
prowl like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist 
him, standing firm in the faith. Do so in the knowledge that your 
fellow believers are enduring the same suffering throughout the 
world. 10 After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all 
grace, the one who called you into his eternal glory in Christ 
Jesus, will himself restore, empower, strengthen, and establish 
you. 11 To him be power forever and always. Amen. 

In the solitude, Lord, speak to us... 
These are words we can take comfort in applying to ourselves best after we 
realize why Peter wrote them and to whom Peter wrote them. Peter writes 
to Christians being persecuted under Nero. Nero caused a fire that burned 
Rome in AD 64 and blamed Christians for it. With a target placed upon their 
backs, Nero “proved” they were guilty by vengefully persecuting them. A 
Roman historian, Tacitus, reports that the followers of Jesus were covered 
in animal skins and attacked by dogs, nailed to crosses, set on fire, some 
were even burned at night to provide lighting for Nero’s Garden parties. 
Even with all this in mind, Peter speaks about hope. Even when he writes 
about fiery trials, he casts their suffering in terms of the purification of silver 
and gold. Faith, both then and now, is refined under circumstances like 
these. Whether it is Nero’s persecution of believers, or a virus’ persecution 
of all of humanity. Those early disciples suffered in the name of Jesus and 
because of the name of Jesus. And this suffering united them with Jesus in 
His suffering. Maybe, our suffering because of the virus can unite us in our 
suffering and with Jesus in His suffering too. To be united with Him in His 
suffering is also to be united with Him in His glory and because the Spirit of 
God rests upon them. 
In the second part of the passage today, after skipping several verses, 
Peter gives us some action steps: 

• Humble yourselves to face whatever comes your way, from being a 
human torch because of the name of Jesus, to fighting for your life in 
the face of a global pandemic. 

• Cast your anxieties on God and trust in His care. 
• Be disciplined and alert to the evil at play in the world. 
• Remain firm in your faith, knowing that believers everywhere are 

facing the same things. 
The best part, the bright torch of hope amidst the dark circumstances is 
when Peter promises that after the suffering has ended, God will restore 
His people. It may bring comfort to those who are suffering to know that 
they will one day be restored to health and strengthened if they survived 



the persecution. But Peter wants them to look higher and deeper, God has 
called the faithful to eternal glory in Christ Jesus. To God be the power 
forever and always. 
Sometimes we hear about people suffering for their faith. A Liberian pastor 
returned home from study leave in America. He was met in the airport by 
local authorities and arrested for the anticipated crime of proclaiming the 
Gospel. So, there are still places in the world where people are really 
opersecurted for their faith. But most believers are safe from this kind 
persecution. 
Will we one day be asked to suffer for our faith? Will our lives be 
placed on the line for our faith? Who knows. But we should be alert and 
clear headed to the possibility that it could happen. We do still live in a 
society that is still pretty hostile to our faith and the life it calls us to live. If 
the society in which we live is just the sum of the prevailing opinions and 
practices in our culture, then we are definitely living lives of faith that are 
antisocial ways of behaving. We act in ways that are contrary, maybe even 
offensive, the norm of society. 
Examples of this are pretty easy to find. Simply read out the local issues of 
drug abuse, family violence, and crime. Can you think of any examples 
of godly activity and wholesome behavior? It is not that we believers 
are not active in the world, it’s just that it isn't reported as news. The norm 
is to report on scandal and to sensationalize depravity, and so Christian 
behavior is antisocial and socially distant. 
This is the way of the world. Human society is in a pretty dark place. When 
humanity runs free, it usually runs out of control. 
Into this darkness, light is needed to shine so that society is challenged, 
changed, and redirected. Society needs some antisocial to lift it to new 
possibilities. Socially distant faith can be faith that is deep in God and a 
light to the world. Sometimes that positive, antisocial, socially distant 
behavior erupts spontaneously, like when a global disaster releases 
compassion from even stone-hearted people. Like after a terrorist attack, a 
hurricane, a tsunami, or even during a global pandemic. But you know 
what? There are some strange people devoted to the light even during 
normal, less dramatic times. 
Who should bring this light to the world? Perhaps it should be a people 
who have encountered the grace of Christ. Maybe it could be some group 
of people who do the right thing even when the news cameras are not 
around. Who should bring this light to the world? Ask the children! 
They’ll raise their little index fingers and sing: This little light of mine, I’m 



gonna let it shine...All around the neighborhood, I’m gonna let it 
shine.” 

Do we suffer for our faith? Maybe. Perhaps some of us do. If we take our 
call as believers more seriously, maybe some of us will. If you let your little 
light shine, sooner or later you are gonna get our finger burned!  This is 
because our neighborhoods don't really want to be transformed and there 
aren't too many who want to hear the message of Jesus.  The world is in 
the grip of an adversary prowling around looking for somebody to devour. If 
you stand  against a world like this, if you act antisocially, if you practice 
socially distant faith, you are going to meet resistance. Not Nero level 
resistance, but it won't be fun! It will be challenging. 
As much as we face resistance and meet persecution for the sake of the 
name of Jesus, then Peter’s words apply to us. “You are blessed, for the 
Spirit of glory—yes, the Spirit of God—rests on you. 
THE BOTTOM LINE: 

Socially distant faith finds solitude in isolation and hope in the 
face of persecution. 

YOU: 
Here are our actions steps: 

• Humble yourselves to face whatever comes your way, from being a 
human torch because of the name of Jesus, to fighting for your life in 
the face of a global pandemic. 

• Cast your anxieties on God and trust in His care. Rely on God’s grace 
in every situation. 

• Be disciplined and alert to the evil at play in the world. Keep an eye 
and an ear out for being led into temptation. Pray for God to deliver 
you from evil. 

• Remain firm in your faith, knowing that believers everywhere are 
facing the same things. Remember Wesley’s 3 simple rules: 

1. Do no harm. 
2. Do good. 
3. Stay in love with God. 

 


