
We Have the Power! 
John 14:1-14 

 
INTRO: 
 
Jesus promised that He will empower us, yes, even us, to bring light to the 
world. We read in the gospels that Jesus did some pretty amazing good 
works, and yet Jesus promises us that we will do even greater things 
because of Him. To follow Jesus is to have faith that He empowers us to do 
His works in the world, to have confidence that Jesus is saving the world 
through us. We have the power! 
 
 
ME: 
I like to work out with weights. But ever since I had my rotator cuff repaired 
in November, I've not been able to do many of my lifts because my 
shoulder hurts. My shoulder just doesn't have the power! 
 
WE: 
Is there something good you wish you had the power to do? Well, 
buckle up kids, because Jesus gives us the power! We have the power. 
 

Jesus, reveal Your power to us… 
 
GOD: 

John 14:1 “Don’t be troubled. Trust in God. Trust also in me. 2 
My Father’s house has room to spare. If that weren’t the case, 
would I have told you that I’m going to prepare a place for you? 
3 When I go to prepare a place for you, I will return and take you 
to be with me so that where I am you will be too. 4 You know the 
way to the place I’m going.”  

 



This may be a pretty familiar passage to some of us. But think about it in its 
original context. Even in the middle of all that He has said before, if 
Jesus told you you know the way to the place where He's going, what 
would you think? If this is the first time you've ever heard this 
passage, what do you think? Yeah, that's what Thomas thought too! 
Take a look at verse 5: 
 

5 Thomas asked, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?”  
 

Thank you Thomas for asking that for us! Now get ready for Jesus’s 
answer: 

 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you have really 
known me, you will also know the Father. From now on you 
know him and have seen him.”  
 

Let me just say…Huh? What you talkin’ ‘bout Jesus? I wish one of the 
disciples spoke up about this. Let's see if they did: 

 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father; that will be enough for 
us.” 9 Jesus replied, “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I 
have been with you all this time? Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 
Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words I have spoken to you I don’t speak on my own. The 
Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Trust me when I say 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or at least believe 
on account of the works themselves. 12 I assure you that 
whoever believes in me will do the works that I do. They will do 
even greater works than these because I am going to the Father. 
13 I will do whatever you ask for in my name, so that the Father 



can be glorified in the Son. 14 When you ask me for anything in 
my name, I will do it. 

 

 
Lord, give us wisdom, and empower us to hear You and empower us to 
act… 
 
 
-- 
 

 
Jesus is helping His disciples get ready for His approaching departure. This 
makes His disciples anxious as they wonder what will become of them.  
 

- All of their power, up until now, has come from their being near 
Jesus.  

 
Now Jesus is going away, what about them?  
 
Jesus reassures them, telling them not to be troubled. He tells them that He 
and the Father are one. To prove that oneness with the Father, Jesus 
points to all the wonderful things they have seen God's power do through 
Him.  
 
But then Jesus goes from talking about His unique relationship with the 
Father to some pretty incredible statements about His disciples: 
 

- Whoever believes in me will do the works that I do. They 
will do even greater works than these because I'm going to 
the Father… 

- Those who pray in the name of Jesus enjoy part of Jesus’s very 
special relationship to the Father — “Ask me for anything in 
my name, I will do it.” 



 
Jesus’s people do the very same works that Jesus does. To these fearful, 
often inadequate disciples, Jesus promises they will perform even greater 
miracles that He has done.  
 
Really?! Wow. John is pretty bold in proclaiming both the divinity of Jesus 
and the power of His followers. Jesus has a particularly powerful 
relationship with the Father. That's not the only truth of today's Gospel: 
 

Jesus gives a particularly powerful relationship to His followers. 
 

- Relationships.  
 

[The 19th century English poet] Samuel Taylor Coleridge described how his 
own [son], then three-years-old, awoke in the night and called to his 
mother. "Touch me, only touch me with your finger," the young boy 
pleaded. The child's mother was astonished. "Why?" she asked. 
"I'm not here," the boy cried. "Touch me, Mother, so I may be here." 

Donald Miller said:  

"Essentially, we are all calling out for God to touch us that we 
may know we are here, and yet he waits, and we go untouched 
and seek out the knowing we exist in a thousand other ways."  

- Is this true?  
- If it is, how have you tried to know that you exist?  
- Have you cried out . . . for God to touch you? 

--- 
 



And what do you think about Jesus telling the disciples, and through 
them us, that they, that we, will do even greater works than He has 
done? 
 
They say that since these works will continue what Jesus had been doing, 
they will have the same character as the (earthly) works of Jesus:  
 

- They will be done in humble obedience to the Father.  
 
These works will flow out of continued faith in Jesus, not out of a power 
placed under human control. 
 

- These works will be done in and through prayer, and will therefore 
answer to all of the conditions required for effective prayer (Things 
like forgiveness and obedience).  

- These works will be done by Jesus Himself in answer to the prayers 
of His followers: 

 
I will do it.  

 
- These works of Jesus will bring glory to the Father.  

 
Any works which do not bring glory to the Father cannot claim Jesus as 
their source and do not really come from true faith in Him. 
 
But what about the claim that these works will be greater than those 
performed by Jesus? We can hardly imagine miracles more impressive 
than turning water into wine, giving sight to one born blind, or raising from 
the dead someone who had been dead for four days. Even occasional 
reports of miracles like these would not fulfill Jesus’ prediction, since He 
spoke of miracles greater than these and implied that they would be fairly 
common. Let's consider these two ideas: 
 



- First, Jesus’ miracles were meant to be pointers to spiritual realities 
greater than the physical reality of the miracles themselves. So, the 
transformed wine pointed to the bounty of God’s salvation offered 
through His Messiah; the restoration of the blind man’s physical 
vision pointed to the restoration of spiritual vision through faith in 
Jesus; and the resurrection of Lazarus pointed to the eternal life 
offered to all through the Son. It is a “spiritual” miracle, a miracle of 
value far surpassing the “physical” miracle, which Jesus wishes to 
perform through the prayers of His faithful followers. 

 
- Second, Jesus did not enjoy much measurable “success” during His 

earthly ministry in granting spiritual vision and eternal life. The faith of 
the crowds often proved wishy-washy, not to mention the faith of the 
Twelve Apostles. But in praying for His disciples during the last hours 
of His life, Jesus envisioned their post-Resurrection mission as 
effectively touching the whole world with the message of faith in the 
Son. What Jesus could not do alone (before His glorification and the 
sending of the Spirit), He would do on a far greater scale through the 
mission of His followers. Their mission, offering the “greater miracle” 
of new birth and offering it on a “greater scale” to the world, stands 
as the “greater ministry” through which the risen Lord now works 
through the prayers and love of His people. 

 
We… Have…The…Power! To do greater things than Jesus did on earth 
when He was here. But only because Jesus works through us. 
 
Jesus says that He is the way to God. Jesus is the way to God because 
Jesus is one with the Father. That means not only that Jesus is our way to 
God but also that Jesus is God's way to us. When we look at Jesus and 
see His boundary breaking love, His generous compassion for the 
oppressed and the sick, His gracious way with sinners . . . then we see 
God. This is no imitation of God, or even a mirror image of God. We are 



seeing God. We couldn't make our way to God so, in Jesus, God 
graciously made a way to us. 
 
What this means for us today is that Jesus says that by working through us, 
His followers, God is also making a way to the world through us. 
 
I read that: 
 

In all of our thinking and living it is important to keep the negative and 
the positive counterparts together. Both are good. It is good never to 
retaliate, because if we repeat evil for evil, we double the evil and so 
increase the work of evil in the world. It is even better to be positive, 
to bless, to do good, to seek peace, and to serve and convert our 
enemy, because if we repay good for evil, we reduce the tally of evil 
in the world. At the same time we are increasing the sum total of 
good. To repay evil for evil is to be overcome by it; to repay good for 
evil is to overcome evil with good. This is the way of the cross. 
 

This is what the Spirit empowers us to do. We have the power to 
overwhelm evil with good. 
 
 
THE BOTTOM LINE: 

We have the power to overwhelm evil with good. 
 

YOU: 
What are some ways you can apply this to your life today? Let me offer 
a couple suggestions for action steps today and this week: 
 

- Cry out for God to touch you and some real way. Maybe it's 
spiritual, emotional, or even physical. Be like Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge’s three-year-old son and call out to God to touch you so 
you can be here. 



- Create opportunities to reach out and touch others and help 
them move closer to Jesus. After these opportunities will treat 
themselves if we are aware of them. Look for ways to help others 
know that they are here. With Jesus living through us, with Jesus 
loving through us, we have the power to move others towards 
salvation. 

 
WE: 

Imagine having the power to do even greater works than Jesus did on 
earth because Jesus continues to work through you… 
 
Imagine the difference it will make in this world because we have the 
power to overwhelm evil with good… 
 

 

Let's pray for wisdom to use this power 
for good… 
 
 
 


