
The Gate 

John 10:1-10 
 
INTRO: 
The Gate. I remember once not being able to find the gate. We were on 
vacation in Tennessee and stopped at this place that had a huge maze. 
The walls were made of 10 foot tall shrubs. After searching through the 
maze for a while, I could not find my way out and I started to get 
claustrophobic. Eventually I made my own gate by going right through the 
shrub to get out! What would you have done in the same situation? 
What would you have done if you couldn't find the gate? 
 
Jesus is the gate, the door that leads us to God. Jesus is both our passage 
to God and God's gracious passage toward us. Jesus is the unique way 
that we account for the truth about God. He is the gate. 
 
ME: 
Luckily, I was able to find THIS gate. It helps that God graciously provides 
this gate for us. We just have to enter in. 
 
WE: 
We've all had times when we couldn't find the gate, haven't we? We felt a 
bit claustrophobic. Maybe we couldn't find the gate? Let's listen to Jesus: 
 
GOD: 

John 10:1 I assure you that whoever doesn’t enter into the sheep 
pen through the gate but climbs over the wall is a thief and an 
outlaw. 2 The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd 
of the sheep. 3 The guard at the gate opens the gate for him, and 
the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name 



and leads them out. 4 Whenever he has gathered all of his 
sheep, he goes before them and they follow him, because they 
know his voice. 5 They won’t follow a stranger but will run away 
because they don’t know the stranger’s voice.” 6 Those who 
heard Jesus use this analogy didn’t understand what he was 
saying.  
7 So Jesus spoke again, “I assure you that I am the gate of the 
sheep. 8 All who came before me were thieves and outlaws, but 
the sheep didn’t listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters 
through me will be saved. They will come in and go out and find 
pasture. 10 The thief enters only to steal, kill, and destroy. I 
came so that they could have life—indeed, so that they could 
live life to the fullest.  

 

 
This text is very typical of John. It's full of metaphors and images where 
Jesus is represented to His followers. Jesus talks about Himself as the 
shepherd who has the best interest of the sheep in mind. The sheep are in 
the sheepfold and face many threats, including "robbers and bandits." 
These robbers get into the sheepfold by unauthorized ways. They get in the 
wrong way. Others get in the right way, the gate. Others translate this as 
the door. 
 
By calling Himself a shepherd, John says that Jesus is using a figure of 
speech. We will be looking at another figure of speech—the gate, Or of the 
door—to reflect upon Jesus’s significance for our lives today. So this 
morning, let's think about the ways Jesus is a gate and how this illuminates 
our relationship with Christ. 
 
A church architect said, "The most important part of a church is the 
front door." You might've expected him to say it was the sanctuary, the 
baptistery, the pulpit, or even the fellowship hall. No, what he said was the 
most important part of the church is the front door. 



 
The front door is the first thing guests and visitors experience about a 
church. It’s the first thing they see. When banks changed their front doors, 
it was a signal of a fundamental shift in the business of banking. In the 
early days of the last century, banks were built to look like impregnable 
fortresses. Their front doors tended to be thick, impenetrable, solid, secure, 
and all the other things that people wanted to believe about the bank. The 
message was, “You put your money in here and we want to make sure 
nobody can get to it but you.” 
 
Then, in the mid-20th-century, banks became more "user-friendly." They 
attempted to attract customers, put a warm and friendly face on banking. 
Gone were the bigger, thicker, impenetrable doors, and glass doors were 
installed. Now you could look into the bank and see activity going on in 
there. You felt more welcome. The bank became accessible.  
 
What do our church doors say about our church? Our door from the 
parking lot is glass, but it's also a two way mirror. What does that say to 
people coming up to ring our doorbell? It says, we can see you, but you 
can't see us! Our other doors are see-through glass, though and they are 
very inviting and very welcoming.  
 
A door should not only fit the size of the doorway into the building, but also 
the life that goes on within the building. Do you remember the gangster 
movies that depicted the speakeasies of the roaring 1920s? Someone 
would come up to the door and give the secret knock. A little slide window 
would open in the door and a voice from the inside would say, "What's the 
password?” 
 
If the right password was given, something like, "Joe sent me," the door 
was opened and the person was admitted to all the illegal excitement that 
was going on inside.  
 



Some of the doors I encounter the most as a pastor are the doors into 
hospital rooms. When I walk up to the door of a patient's room, I like it 
when the door’s already open. Because that means the patient is probably 
awake but also may not be too sick. When the door’s closed, it might mean 
that some procedures are being performed on the patient and I will have to 
wait, or that the patient is so sick that visits are not welcome at the time. 
When the door is closed, I turn right or I turn left and go to the nurse’s 
station and let them know who I am and ask if it's alright if I visit. They 
almost always say it is. So I go and gently knock on the door, wondering 
what I'll find on the other side of the door. 
 
On my home visits, when I come up to the front door of a house, I knock 
and listen. Often I hear movement inside, then a series of locks turning, 
then the door opens slightly, sometimes I hear a voice asking, "Who is it?"  
 
What is a door for? Who is a gate for? Is it a gate for entering or is the 
gate for exiting? Are doors built mainly for the benefit of those on the 
outside, or are they designed mostly for the people on the inside? Is 
the purpose of a door to keep people out or to welcome people in?  
 
Jesus says that He is the gate. It's an interesting figure speech, isn't it? "I 
am the gate." But this is what we get in the Gospel of John! John is 
figurative, metaphorical, and symbolic in presenting Jesus. In John, Jesus 
is the way, the truth, and the life, or the good shepherd, or the vine and we 
are the branches. And now this Sunday Jesus is the gate, or the door. 
 
Jesus begins by saying that He is a shepherd, a favorite metaphor for 
Jesus in the Gospel of John. He is not only the shepherd but also the good 
shepherd. He's not only the good shepherd but also the shepherd who is so 
good He's even willing to lay down His life for the sheep.  
 
Jesus also talks about those who refuse to go through the gate of the 
sheepfold, those thieves who try to sneak over the wall and steal the flock. 



Only a thief jumps the wall and does not come through the gate, or runs 
through the 10 for shrub!  
 
 
Church growth experts, those who study the growth and decline of 
churches, speak of the “back door syndrome." They say that we do a 
good enough job of attracting people, even of receiving new members. In 
other words, we do a great job of managing our front door. But we don't do 
as good a job managing our back door. 
 
We get people to join our church, but we never really integrate them into 
the church, and they leave through the back door.  
 
Then there are the revolving doors. A book about the history of skyscrapers 
said that one of the most important, absolutely necessary inventions for the 
skyscraper was the revolving door.When a building is more than a few 
stories high, the interior drafts in the building increase the air pressure, 
making it impossible to open the front door. When the drafts are working, 
the air sweeps in the front door, slamming the door shut, making it difficult 
to open.  
 
So the revolving door was invented, which enables us to enter and exit the 
building wall controlling the updraft within the building. Revolving doors can 
be a little bit of a challenge. One has to know when to let go, and get in the 
building, without being pushed out! 
 
Are there those who, like those bandits Jesus criticizes in today's 
Scripture, try to get into the sheepfold without going through the 
gate? They hope that they can have a part in Christ body, without taking up 
the disciplines of Christ, without bending in their lives to the will of Christ. 
 
We believe Jesus is the gate. We believe there is no a no way for us to get 
to God or for God to get to us except through this door, this gate named 



Jesus. If Jesus is the gate, then maybe it's a good idea that we tryTo use 
himAs a model for our behavior, for our actions. He is the door, the 
gate—the only way. 
 
You are here today, listening to this Facebook live broadcast. Have you 
entered through the gate? The gate is Jesus. 
 
 
THE BOTTOM LINE: 

Jesus is the gate, enter into a relationship with God. 
 
 
YOU: 
Here are your actions sepsis week, ways that you can apply this your life 
life today: 
 

- Enter the gate. 
Jesus is the gate, enter in. Don't climb over the wall Don't even run through 
the scrub! Just knock on the doorAnd when the little slide door opens and 
they say who is it, you just tell him Chris sent you! Enter the gate. 
 

- Read Psalms 22 and 23 everyday. 
 The world is suffering. Everyone in this country, in the whole world, is 
anxious. We are probably pretty familiar with Psalm 23. The words of 
Psalm 23 come from the lips of someone who has suffered. When we read 
Psalm 23 Right after Psalm 22, we learn that the Psalmist had walked 
through to the darkest valley and had come out the other end.  Psalm 23 
offers words of praise only after Psalm 22 had dared to speak words of 
lament. Reading Psalm 23 in the light of Psalm 22, we see the confidence 
of the people who had known deep pain and who knows the care of the 
shepherd. In response to the lamenting heart, Psalm 23 invites us to trust 
in God.The sadness of Psalm 22 is juxtaposed with the delight of Psalm 23 
and reminds us that the light does not forget pain. Psalm 23 assures us 



that we can trust in God. Whatever threatens us will not prevail because 
God is with us through the suffering and joy. So read Psalm 22 and Psalm 
23 every day and trust in God. 
 
 
WE: 

Imagine the difference it could make in your every day if you entered  
the gate that is Jesus… 
 
Imagine how it would feel to have confidence in God even as you 
watch the news daily… 
 

 
Let's pray together to Jesus for strength and hope... 
 
 


