
If Easter Is True 
Luke 24:13-35 

 
INTRO: 
When this whole Coronavirus stuff started appearing in the news, I didn't 
take it very seriously. I was sure it was just the news sensationalizing 
things. Maybe I just hoped it was. But it seems like I was wrong. Now that 
we know that is real, now that we know that is true, it has totally affected 
the way we live. How about you? How long was it until you were 
convinced that this Pandemic was true? 
 
If Easter is true, if Jesus really has been miraculously raised from the dead 
and vindicated as the Messiah, how should this affect the way we live? 
If this central, basic belief of the Christian faith is true—that the once dead 
Jesus has been raised to life, that Jesus’s way has been vindicated and 
confirmed by God as God's way — then we must adjust our lives 
accordingly. Easter is a revelation of who God really is and what God really 
wants out of us in the world. If Easter is true, then God is the one who 
raised Jesus from the dead. And this changes everything. 
 
ME: 
I used to work at a place called MJ designs when I was home from 
seminary for spring break and summer break and Christmas break. Well, 
once while I was home, I was given the opportunity to preach at my home 
church. I invited the store manager to come here me preach. Well Herb 
Orth used to spend a lot of his day smoking cigarettes by the back door. My 
invitation hung in the air as Herb took a drag from his cigarette. Then he let 
me know whether he was going to come or not. He said, and I quote, 
“Nope. You might say something that will make me have to change 
my life." Yep, Jesus will do that! 
 
WE: 



We have all experienced things, people, events…that have changed our 
lives, haven't we? Have we all experienced Easter? If Easter is true, 
how should it affect our lives from day to day? 
 
 
GOD: 
 

Luke 24:13 On that same day, two disciples were traveling to a 
village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem.  
 

This is Easter day. This week we're looking at Luke's account of Easter. 
Mary Magdalene was there, and she told some other women about what 
she had seen. Then they told the disciples, who thought the women were 
being foolish. Then Peter ran to the tomb to check it out. He knelt down to 
look in the tomb and saw the cloth sitting there. So he went home, not 
knowing what had happened. 
 

- I have several versions of the Wesley Bible. Each is a different 
translation of the Bible but they have notes from John Wesley and his 
perspective of different parts of Scripture. I wanted to share one with 
you that I found under this passage. Last Sunday we looked at John's 
account of Easter morning, and it was a little different than Luke's 
version of events. Well, the note in the Wesley Bible is about the 
wholeness of Scripture. It says this: 

 
Different people wrote the Bible at different times, in different places. 
Wesley believed, though, that all these writings work together to help us 
understand our salvation through Jesus Christ. He argues that no portion of 
the Bible should be lifted out and used in isolation. Instead, every individual 
passage of Scripture needs to be interpreted in light of the whole message 
that Scripture wants to convey about God's love and care. Some parts of 
Scripture may seem to contradict other parts and when they do, they need 
to be examined in light of what Wesley called the "general tenor" or the 



"whole scope and tenor of Scripture." This practice means that 
Christians should avoid proof-texting–Simply looking for a sentence or 
sentences that prove or support a point that one wants to make. Instead, 
Christians need to read each passage of the Bible in the context of the 
whole story God wants to tell through it. 

 
14 They were talking to each other about everything that had 
happened. 15 While they were discussing these things, Jesus 
himself arrived and joined them on their journey. 16 They were 
prevented from recognizing him. 17 He said to them, “What are 
you talking about as you walk along?” They stopped, their faces 
downcast. 18 The one named Cleopas replied, “Are you the only 
visitor to Jerusalem who is unaware of the things that have 
taken place there over the last few days?” 19 He said to them, 
“What things?” They said to him, “The things about Jesus of 
Nazareth. Because of his powerful deeds and words, he was 
recognized by God and all the people as a prophet. 20 But our 
chief priests and our leaders handed him over to be sentenced 
to death, and they crucified him. 21 We had hoped he was the 
one who would redeem Israel. All these things happened three 
days ago. 22 But there’s more: Some women from our group 
have left us stunned. They went to the tomb early this morning 
23 and didn’t find his body. They came to us saying that they 
had even seen a vision of angels who told them he is alive. 24 
Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found 
things just as the women said. They didn’t see him.”  
 

Jesus . . . is about to speak the truth in love. 
 
25 Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people! Your dull 
minds keep you from believing all that the prophets talked 
about. 26 Wasn’t it necessary for the Christ to suffer these 
things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then he interpreted for 



them the things written about himself in all the scriptures, 
starting with Moses and going through all the Prophets. 28 
When they came to Emmaus, he acted as if he was going on 
ahead. 29 But they urged him, saying, “Stay with us. It’s nearly 
evening, and the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with 
them. 30 After he took his seat at the table with them, he took 
the bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Their 
eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he disappeared 
from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Weren’t our hearts 
on fire when he spoke to us along the road and when he 
explained the scriptures for us?” 33 They got up right then and 
returned to Jerusalem. They found the eleven and their 
companions gathered together. 34 They were saying to each 
other, “The Lord really has risen! He appeared to Simon!” 35 
Then the two disciples described what had happened along the 
road and how Jesus was made known to them as he broke the 
bread. 

 
Lord, speak to us and change us... 
-- 

 
We are still riding the ripples of the resurrection. We are still living in the 
world trying to figure out what to do . . . now that Jesus has risen from the 
dead. It is not enough to just believe the resurrection is true; repentance 
and baptism are required. What we believe has to affect how we live, or 
we don't really believe, do we?  
 
As Jesus walked the earth, He called people to active discipleship. This 
means he called them to practice their beliefs. The risen Christ is the same 
as the crucified Jesus. The challenges that Jesus places before us are 
intensified, given new life by the resurrected One.  
 



One of the reasons that we read and interpret scripture is to link us with our 
tradition, to be instructed by the Saints of the past. Although in the light of 
Easter, a major reason that we do business with God's Word is that we 
truly believe that God speaks to us through the reading and interpreting 
Scripture, here and now . . . today.  
 
We believe that is true. 
 
 
I read that one reason people find it difficult to believe in Easter, to have 
faith that the resurrection of Jesus is true, is that if the resurrection is true, 
then their lives would have to change. They would be living in a whole new 
world and would have to adjust their lives accordingly . . . if Easter is true.  
 
We believe that is true. Or we try to… We believe that God, in an amazing 
act of divine vindication raised Jesus from the dead. In so doing God 
definitively acted in the world.  
 

- God revealed who God really is and what God is really up to in the 
world.God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — the one who wins 
victories through suffering, Who lifts up the downtrodden and the 
oppressed, Who will not allow the victims of evil and injustice 
ultimately to be crushed.  

 
In the end, no matter what evil is done, God will get God's way with the 
world, if Easter is true. 
 
If Easter is true, as we believe it is, how should we live because of it? 
We just read the wonderful story of the walk to Emmaus.  
 

- They didn't know the stranger Who walked with them on the 
road, Who opened the Scriptures to them? 

 



The women had run back from the cemetery, saying that Jesus had been 
raised, but they didn't believe the testimony of the women. They didn't 
know that Easter was true. Then, at the table that evening when Jesus 
broke the bread, their eyes were opened, and they saw the Lord. They ran 
all the way back to Jerusalem saying, "the Lord really has risen!" Easter 
is true. 
 
They thought that it was all over, that the Jesus movement had ended; it 
was just the beginning. They thought that night was coming when it was 
really the dawn of a new day. Easter is true.  
 
Easter is true. Of course, that's what Christians believe. But if Easter is 
true, how should we live because of it? If Easter is true, that means that 
Jesus is not just a wonderful teacher, an inspiring person, or just a really, 
really important historical figure. Jesus Christ is none other than the full 
revelation of God. He is Messiah, He is Lord, Now we know who God is, 
what God looks like, what God wills for us and the world, if Easter is true. 
 
If Easter is true, then never again are we allowed to lose heart, to despair, 
to give up. If God transformed the evil, bloody crucifixion into a 
beautiful triumph, then who knows what God can do with our 
setbacks, our dead ends, our failures, and our frustrations? No place 
is beyond the reach of God redeeming grace, if Easter is true.  
 
If Easter is true, then it's a lie that death is the last word, the final act, the 
end. If Easter is true, then it isn't over until God says it's over. If Easter is 
true, then our end is really our beginning. At the end, when this life is over, 
we are not given darkness or overcome with despair, but we are given a 
future, a new birth, a new beginning. If Easter is true.  
 
If Easter is true, then we are not left alone. The risen Christ came back to 
the same disciples who disappointed and betrayed Him. The risen Christ 
gathered these depressed, despairing, despondent disciples, and 



formed them into a new family, a community, the church. We—who are 
taught by our culture to think of ourselves as competitive, lonely, 
individuals, each looking out for ourselves, each seeking our own self 
interest—are the church. We are Christ’s body, the visible presence of the 
risen Christ in the world, if Easter is true. 
 
If Easter is true, then you don't have to climb up to God, and you don't have 
to think hard and go through all sorts of mental gymnastics in order to be 
close to God. In bread and wine, God comes close to you. You go to 
church on a Sunday morning. You think that you are getting up, getting 
dressed, coming to church to see God. You are surprised that in worship 
with other Christians, in the Lord's body and blood, in the singing and 
Scripture reading, maybe even in the sermon, the resurrected and the 
living Christ is reaching out to you, if Easter is true. 
 
Easter is true! So how should we live? 
 
 
THE BOTTOM LINE: 

Easter is true and we can show it to the world by letting the 
resurrection ripple from our lives. 

 
YOU: 
Here are your action steps to live like Easter is true: 
 

- Love others like Jesus does.  
 
When you are waiting for your takeout meal to be handed to you, realize 
that a lot of other people are waiting for their takeout meal too. Stay a safe 
distance from them while wearing a mask . . . and realize this is the new 
normal. Gone are the days of waiting to be seated at a table, for now. 
Everybody is either cooking at home or taking out. So be patient. Don't 



you think Jesus would be patient? This is your chance to let the 
resurrection ripple from your life. Love others like Jesus does. 
 

- Pray for others. 
 
Hopefully you already do this. But if you don't, now is a great time to start. 
There is power in prayer. Prayer connects us. It connects us across the 
distance between us and our neighbors and our friends and our enemies 
and our family and the world. And this connection destroys the sense of 
isolation that we feel. When our minds and our hearts are lifted to God in 
prayer on behalf of others we remember we're not alone. God is with us 
and others are praying for us too. So let the resurrection ripple from your 
life in prayer. Pray for others. 
 
WE: 
If we live like Easter is true, imagine the difference that can make in our 
relationships with others... 
 
If we let the resurrection ripple from our lives every day, imagine the 
difference that would make in our community.. 
 
If we have truly experienced Grace, we have got to do something about it. 
If we really believe in the resurrection, then we've got to do something 
about it. If Easter is true, then let's live like. 
 
Let's pray for some guidance in this now… 
 


