
A Lock and a Door 
John 20:19-31 

 
INTRO: 
I always lock my doors . My car door, my house door, my refrigerator 
door… Okay, I don't really lock my refrigerator door, but it might help me 
eat less! How about you? Do you lock your doors? If you do, why do 
you do it? Do you do it because of fear? 
 
The most popular response to the resurrected Christ by His closest 
followers is fear. We fear the new life and demanding discipleship that He 
brings us in His resurrection. But the good news is that He comes to us, 
and He breaks down our locked doors and shows Himself to us, and 
empowers us, and sends us forth. 
 
ME: 
I may just lock my doors out of habit. But sometimes it is out of fear. I make 
sure the doors are locked before I go to sleep because I'm afraid someone 
might break in. I lock the doors on my car because I'm afraid someone will 
steal my reusable grocery bag! 
 
WE: 
Do you lock your doors on the fear? If you do, what is it you're afraid 
of? There's plenty to be afraid of in this world, isn’t there? Well let's 
see what Jesus can teach us about fear in John's Gospel: 
 
GOD: 

John 20:19 It was still the first day of the week. That evening, 
while the disciples were behind closed doors because they were 
afraid of the Jewish authorities, Jesus came and stood among 
them. He said, “Peace be with you.”  
 



They were afraid. They were behind closed doors. I'm reading to you from 
the Common English Bible, a translation I really enjoy! But here, they 
could've transferred to this better! These guys were afraid, those doors are 
locked! And Jesus… appears to them, through the locked door. How 
would you have responded? You are afraid, you're in a locked room, and 
someone shows up through the door, and that person was a person who is 
dead. We'll see how the disciples responded: 

 
20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
When the disciples saw the Lord, they were filled with joy. 21 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
sent me, so I am sending you.” 22 Then he breathed on them 
and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s 
sins, they are forgiven; if you don’t forgive them, they aren’t 
forgiven.”  

 
24 Thomas, the one called Didymus, one of the Twelve, wasn’t 
with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 The other disciples told 
him, “We’ve seen the Lord!”  

 
But he replied, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, put my 
finger in the wounds left by the nails, and put my hand into his 
side, I won’t believe.”  
26 After eight days his disciples were again in a house and 
Thomas was with them. Even though the doors were locked, 
Jesus entered and stood among them. He said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here. Look at 
my hands. Put your hand into my side. No more disbelief. 
Believe!”  
28 Thomas responded to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!”  
29 Jesus replied, “Do you believe because you see me? Happy 
are those who don’t see and yet believe.”  



30 Then Jesus did many other miraculous signs in his disciples’ 
presence, signs that aren’t recorded in this scroll. 31 But these 
things are written so that you will believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, God’s Son, and that believing, you will have life in his 
name.  

 

 
John's Gospel ends with a series of three resurrection stories. In our 
passage today, we see the second and the third resurrection appearances. 
You may remember we had the first one last Sunday. 
 
The tone is set in the opening verse. The disciples are shivering, hiding 
behind a lock and a door. Why are they there? Because they are afraid. 
We don't know any other reason why they're gathering, we're only told they 
are gathering for fear of the Jews. This is interesting and curious. Maybe 
the Jews that the disciples feared with their friends and relatives who are 
now mocking them because their Messiah had died such a horrible death.  
 
I wonder if they're full of fear because of Mary Magdalene’s announcement 
to them that Jesus has been raised. Only the disciple whom Jesus loved 
and Mary Magdalene have seen and believed up to this point. 
 
This morning, let’s think about two points in this passage: 
 

1. The disciples of Jesus react to His crucifixion with fear, hiding behind 
a lock and a door; 

2. Jesus seeks out those fearful disciples right after His resurrection. 
 
He comes to them, appears to them, and empowers them to do His work.  
 
We focused last week on Thomas and his doubts, so we're not gonna focus 
on those today. Let's focus on the disciples as a whole and what Jesus 
does to them and for them. The ones who were behind the locked door, 



become in John chapter 20, the ones locked in the loving embrace of 
Jesus. 
 
Our job in the church to unlock the door that's between people and Jesus. 
How are you doing at that? I read about a church they got excited about 
evangelism. They realized their church and lost touch with the 
neighborhood. Declining membership was a problem. So they put 
themselves through a program of Evangelism training. Then, on a 
scheduled Sunday afternoon, they went out through the whole 
neighborhood. They systematically began working down each street, 
knocking on doors, giving people some material, asking them if they had a 
church home, and telling them about their church.  
 
Without going into a lot of details, I will say that it didn't go so well. The 
number of the evangelism team head door slammed in their faces. People 
were not at all happy about being disturbed on Sunday  afternoon. That 
evangelism program did not last very long in the church. It was not simply 
that some people in the neighborhood had closed their doors on the 
Evangelism team, but in  giving up on evangelism, that church closed its 
doors to those people. 
 
But this brings us right back to the second and third resurrection stories in 
John 20. It's a pretty big deal that those hiding behind a lock in the door or 
Jesus’s own disciples. This is not a story about how the whole world locks 
its doors to Christian faith. This is a story about the way that those of us 
who are Christians lock our doors. And in locking our doors out of fear of 
the world and what it is doing to us. The irony is that disciples lock their 
doors to Jesus and what He might do to us and through us. The irony of the 
gospel today is that the soldiers of Cesar we're not trying to get to the 
disciples, and the critics among their friends and family were not attempting 
to get to the disciples in order to mock them. Jesus was trying to get to the 
disciples in order to bless them, to forgive them, to give them peace, to 
forgive and empower them. 



 
 
Our locks in our doors are not a problem for Jesus. That is the good news 
of Easter. Just as death could not hold Him in the tomb, so our various 
locks cannot keep him from getting to us. 
 
He gets through the lock doors. He shows His wounds and scars from the 
cross to them. He says to those who may be fearful of the possibility of His 
retribution against them, "peace be with you." 
 
This is what you call irony. The doors are not only locked against the 
possibility of intrusion by the government authorities, not only locked 
against the unwanted knocking the family and friends, but also the doors 
are locked, unintentionally maybe, against the intrusions of the risen Christ. 
The risen Christ will not be locked by death in the tomb, nor will He be 
locked away from His people, the church.  
 
 
 
We probably don't mean to lock Jesus out of our lives. We didn't know that 
we were locking him out when we stayed away from church, when we didn't 
sign up for the Bible study, when we found other things to do instead of 
praying. But we were. 
 
We didn't know that we were locking Him out when we kept our faith safely 
tucked away within ourselves, when our religion became something that we 
practiced only behind the safe locked doors of the church, Rather than out 
in the world where we work and spend so much of our lives. But we did.  
 
But I don't want to end this message beating you over the head about all 
the ways you’ve locked your doors against Jesus. Let's see if there might 
be another message to us in the text. The message of the text is a promise. 
Here is the good news. Just as the risen Christ was not stopped by 



locked doors, so I promise you that the risen Christ will not be slowed 
down by any locks that you put on your doors. Our God is wonderfully 
resourceful, imaginative, assertive, and determined to have us. Even in our 
betrayal, the first thing He does at Easter is come out to get us. 
 
Even right now, even in this sermon, is this service, here on this Facebook 
live broadcast, as you go ahead in your daily life, He is coming out to get 
you. 
 
There is no real defense against Jesus. There is no way to secure yourself 
against His intrusions. He is coming. 
 
 
THE BOTTOM LINE: 

The risen Christ was not stopped by locked doors and will not 
even be slowed down by any locks that we put on our lives. 

 
 
YOU: 
So what will you do about this today and this week? Here are some 
ways to apply this to your life: 
 

- Unlock your life.  
 
Have you let Jesus into your life? All of your life? If there are parts of 
your life that are locked up to keep Jesus out, unlock your life. Jesus wants 
you. He wants all of you. As we've seen today, no lock is going to keep Him 
out, so unlock your life to Jesus. 
WE: 

Imagine if we threw open the doors of our lives to Jesus… 
 
Imagine the difference in our ability to live and experience the  
abundant life... 



 
 

Let's pray together now for Jesus come in through our lock doors... 
 


