
Fools For Christ 
Luke 22:14-23:56 

  
INTRO: 
I don't know about you, but I'm just fine being a fool when it comes to 
Jesus. I don't mind being a fool for Christ. Have you ever felt like a “fool 
for Christ”? When? What did you do? What’s the difference between 
being a fool for Christ and being a silly fool? 
 
The way of Jesus is not the world's way. The way of Jesus is a narrow way 
that the world thinks is foolish. Today, as we follow Jesus toward the cross, 
we will find that His way — His foolish way — is . . . the true way of life. 
 
ME: 
Fool for Christ, huh? That’s ok with me, after what Jesus has done for me. 
 
WE: 
We have all been fools for things and for people much less deserving than 
Jesus, right? This morning we are looking at a long passage of Scripture in 
Luke’s Gospel. 
 
 
GOD: 

Luke 22:14 When the time came, Jesus took his place at the 
table, and the apostles joined him. 15 He said to them, “I have 
earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 
16 I tell you, I won’t eat it until it is fulfilled in God’s kingdom.” 
17 After taking a cup and giving thanks, he said, “Take this and 
share it among yourselves. 18 I tell you that from now on I won’t 
drink from the fruit of the vine until God’s kingdom has come.” 
19 After taking the bread and giving thanks, he broke it and gave 
it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do 



this in remembrance of me.” 20 In the same way, he took the cup 
after the meal and said, “This cup is the new covenant by my 
blood, which is poured out for you.  
21 “But look! My betrayer is with me; his hand is on this table. 
22 The Human One goes just as it has been determined. But how 
terrible it is for that person who betrays him.” 23 They began to 
argue among themselves about which of them it could possibly 
be who would do this.  
 
24 An argument broke out among the disciples over which one 
of them should be regarded as the greatest.  
 

Like a class of Elementary school kids, these followers of Jesus start to 
argue about which of them is the greatest. Their emotions were high as 
they had just been told one of them would betray Jesus. Somehow they 
began to debate about who was the greatest. Do we ever do that? If we 
do Jesus says this to us too: 

 
25 But Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles rule over 
their subjects, and those in authority over them are called 
‘friends of the people.’ 26 But that’s not the way it will be with 
you. Instead, the greatest among you must become like a person 
of lower status and the leader like a servant. 27 So which one is 
greater, the one who is seated at the table or the one who serves 
at the table? Isn’t it the one who is seated at the table? But I am 
among you as one who serves.  
 

To these disciples who were just arguing about which of them was the 
greatest, what Jesus is saying must have sounded foolish. Jesus, being the 
great leader that he was, turned this around and empowered them: 

 
28 “You are the ones who have continued with me in my trials. 
 



They stuck with him through all of his turmoil, as foolish as that may have 
been. Even though now they were arguing about which of them was the 
greatest, Jesus poured power on them: 
 

 29 And I confer royal power on you just as my Father granted 
royal power to me. 30 Thus you will eat and drink at my table in 
my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones overseeing the twelve 
tribes of Israel.  
 
31 “Simon, Simon, look! Satan has asserted the right to sift you 
all like wheat. 32 However, I have prayed for you that your faith 
won’t fail. When you have returned, strengthen your brothers 
and sisters.”  
33 Peter responded, “Lord, I’m ready to go with you, both to 
prison and to death!”  
34 Jesus replied, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster won’t crow today 
before you have denied three times that you know me.”  

 
35 Jesus said to them, “When I sent you out without a wallet, 
bag, or sandals, you didn’t lack anything, did you?” They said, 
“Nothing.” 36 Then he said to them, “But now, whoever has a 
wallet must take it, and likewise a bag. And those who don’t own 
a sword must sell their clothes and buy one. 37 I tell you that 
this scripture must be fulfilled in relation to me: And he was 
counted among criminals. Indeed, what’s written about me is 
nearing completion.”  
38 They said to him, “Lord, look, here are two swords.” He 
replied, “Enough of that!”  
39 Jesus left and made his way to the Mount of Olives, as was 
his custom, and the disciples followed him. 40 When he arrived, 
he said to them, “Pray that you won’t give in to temptation.” 41 
He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and 
prayed. 42 He said, “Father, if it’s your will, take this cup of 



suffering away from me. However, not my will but your will must 
be done.” 43 Then a heavenly angel appeared to him and 
strengthened him. 44 He was in anguish and prayed even more 
earnestly. His sweat became like drops of blood falling on the 
ground. 45 When he got up from praying, he went to the 
disciples. He found them asleep, overcome by grief. 46 He said 
to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray so that you 
won’t give in to temptation.”  
47 While Jesus was still speaking, a crowd appeared, and the 
one called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He 
approached Jesus to kiss him.  
48 Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Human One 
with a kiss?”  
49 When those around him recognized what was about to 
happen, they said, “Lord, should we fight with our swords?” 50 
One of them struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right 
ear.  
51 Jesus responded, “Stop! No more of this!” He touched the 
slave’s ear and healed him. 52 Then Jesus said to the chief 
priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders who had 
come to get him, “Have you come with swords and clubs to 
arrest me, as though I were a thief? 53 Day after day I was with 
you in the temple, but you didn’t arrest me. But this is your time, 
when darkness rules.”  
 
54 After they arrested Jesus, they led him away and brought him 
to the high priest’s house. Peter followed from a distance. 55 
When they lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down 
together, Peter sat among them.  
56 Then a servant woman saw him sitting in the firelight. She 
stared at him and said, “This man was with him too.”  

Lord, Speak to us… 
 



-- 
 

Following Jesus is foolish and difficult. We are fools for Christ. As Jesus 
comes into Jerusalem, His followers welcome Him into the city and walk 
behind Him. We do the same this Sunday. As we welcome Jesus, or walk 
behind HIm, are we prepared for His countercultural, narrow way?  
 
So, what does Jesus look like to you today? Remember, He's been 
heading toward Jerusalem, today He enters into Jerusalem. Jesus arrives 
in the capital city bouncing on the back of a donkey, not on a powerful war 
horse and a royal parade. His followers break palm branches, wave them 
as signs of welcome, hail him as king, but you wonder if they do so in an 
ironic way or not. Some king, bouncing up and down on the back of a 
donkey. He looks perfectly foolish.  
 
Perfectly foolish? 
 
“He is just the perfect Pastor,” she said as she described her pastor. 
"His car is always a total mess, with books and papers strewn all over 
it. He is never anywhere on time. Last month, he forgot to show up for 
a wedding! Some nights, when he can't sleep, he will call me and see 
how I am doing in college. He says I’m the only person he knows who 
stays up that late. You never know what he's going to say next. He's 
just the perfect Pastor."  
 
It is so perfectly foolish the effect this messy, late, disorganized pastor had 
on this church member. Maybe, just maybe, in this disorganized pastor, 
she was catching a glimpse of other possibilities for the future, an 
alternative world. Something else. Whatever her reason, it seems a bit 
foolish.  
 
I read about a pulpit search committee that had been searching for a new 
pastor for a large, prestigious Presbyterian Church. Dozens of candidates 



have been considered. No one was to be found who was smart enough, 
good enough, good looking enough, and competent enough to be their 
new pastoral leader, though. 
 
One evening, when the committee had gathered for its usual meeting, one 
of the members said, "We have been sent an interesting letter of 
inquiry and a resume and I would like you to consider this person." 
Then he began to read from the letter. The letter said: 
 

I would like to be considered as your new pastor. I've only been in 
ministry for a few years, and I must admit that my limited years of 
ministry have been rather tumultuous. I did not grow up in the church, 
but was drawn into the church as an adult by a rather dramatic 
religious experience. So dramatic that I was incapacitated for a 
number of days after I met Christ. Then I quit what I was doing and 
began to roam around preaching the Gospel. Some people like my 
sermons, but a lot didn't. I have been arrested on at least four 
occasions and have served time in three different jails. On one 
occasion, after one of my sermons,The congregation was so mad 
that they dragged me out of the pulpit, beat me, escorted me out to 
the edge of the town before dumping me. In the churches that I have 
served, I think I've been a very loving pastor, but also a strict one. I've 
had to chase more than one member out of the church. I certainly 
don't mind calling an Ace an Ace and a Spade a Spade when it 
comes to disciplining church members. I write this letter to you while I 
am in jail. I hope to be able to be released from jail sometime soon, 
but I found that when it comes to jail time, one never 
knows.mHowever, I hope that you will consider me as your new 
pastor. As soon as I get out of prison, I certainly like to have gainful 
employment." 

 
 
 



 
 
--- 
 
Eugene Peterson tells a story in his book Christ Plays In Ten Thousand 
Places that will wrap this up for us: 
 
“We've always enjoyed thinking of ourselves as ‘the Thinking 
person's church’” she said. “We are in a university town, and we've 
always attracted lots of University faculty. Our pastor has her 
graduate degree, has even published a couple of books. Well, 
anyway,Jane Johnson is a real matriarch and our congregation and 
has been in the church since it was founded in the late 1950s. Jane is 
in her late 80s, we have noticed that she began to fall just a bit, not as 
sharp as she used to be.” 
  
“Well, we had this problem with homeless people breaking into the 
building at night, particularly on cold nights. We had bought new 
locks for the doors, but one of them had kicked in the door, causing 
all sorts of damage. Our neighborhood has gone down over the past 
few decades. It's a real problem.”  
 
“Well,Jane got on this tangent, started calling up members, went on a 
real campaign to simply unlock the doors of the church at night and 
let the homeless people come on in and spend the night! ‘We're 
taking so much effort to take care of the church that we're going to 
full around and kill the church as a church!’ Jane was telling people.” 
 
“Some of us are beginning to think that Jane may be losing her grip 
on reality," she said. 
 
Eugene Peterson writes,"Jesus is the way as well as the truth and the 
life. When we don't do it his way, we mess up the truth and miss out 



on the life. We can't live a life more like Jesus by embracing a way of 
life less like Jesus." 
 

 
THE BOTTOM LINE: 

We can't live a life more like Jesus by embracing a way of life 
less like Jesus. 

 
 
YOU: 
How will you live more like Jesus? How can you stop embracing a 
way of life that is less like Jesus? 
 
Here are some things to try today and this week: 
 

- Be a fool for Christ, just don’t be an idiot. I saw on the news a 
large church continues to meet even with the stay at home order. 
Fools for Christ, or idiots? Don’t be an idiot and say you are being 
a fool for Christ. 

 
- Be a fool for Christ, but be wise about it. Don’t gather in large 

groups to worship, or to do anything, during a pandemic. Be wise as 
you walk with Christ. 

 
WE: 
 
Imagine a world where fools for Christ live in the wisdom of Christ… 
 
Imagine when we can get back to being disciples out in the world and when 
we can worship together… 

Let’s pray to be wise for us for Christ... 


