
The God Who Saves 
Isaiah 43:16-21 

 
INTRO: 
I don't know about you, but I am worried about the coronavirus. I, like 
many, wish God would swoop in and save us from it. But he hasn't … yet 
so we have to just keep living life with hope that the coronavirus is on the 
way out. 
 
The God of Israel and the church is the God who rescues, heals, delivers, 
and saves. There's something about this God that is determined not to be 
God alone, but a God in relationship.  
 

- Our God is not into social distancing!  
 
And even in the worst circumstances, people of faith look with hope to the 
God who saves. 
 
ME: 
There is a wonderful Contemporary Christian song By Matthew West called 
“The God who stays.” Part of it goes like this: 

You're the God who stays
You're the God who stays
You're the one who runs in my direction
When the whole world walks away 
You're the God who stands
With wide open arms
And You tell me nothing I have ever done 
can separate my heart
From the God who stays 



That song kept going through my mind as I worked on this message! I 
could easily substitute saves for the word stays in that chorus. I hope we 
have time to look more closely at that later. Phone 

 

WE: 
Certainly we all find that our faith leads us to hope. Even in the face of 
pandemics like the coronavirus, we hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
in  the prophecy of Isaiah we find hope: 
 
GOD: 

Isaiah 43:16 The Lord says—  
who makes a way in the sea  
and a path in the mighty waters,  
17 who brings out chariot and horse,  
army and battalion;  
they will lie down together  
and will not rise;  
they will be extinguished,  
extinguished like a wick.  
18 Don’t remember the prior things;  
don’t ponder ancient history.  
19 Look! I’m doing a new thing;  
now it sprouts up;  
don’t you recognize it?  
I’m making a way in the desert,  
paths in the wilderness.  
20 The beasts of the field,  
the jackals and ostriches, will honor me,  
because I have put water in the desert  
and streams in the wilderness  



to give water to my people,  
my chosen ones,  
21 this people whom I formed for myself,  
who will recount my praise.  

 
-- 
 
Would you believe that this was written to exiles suffering in 
bondage? Their situation gave them NO reason to hope, but Isaiah boldly 
declared a dramatically different future for them. They will be released from 
the grip of Babylon and they will joyfully return home. The Lord says a 
street will be made in the desert . . . for God is going to do an entirely new 
thing.The language echoes other references in Scripture to the Exodus. It 
will be as if there is a new exodus, a new world, a new future will be offered 
to those who have suffered terribly.  
 
We have a promise of deliverance, of salvation. This is what we need to 
hear in these days of the coronavirus. We need deliverance, we need 
salvation. Where do we find hope in the seemingly hopeless situation? 
Where is the salvation when people are dropping dead from this 
virus? People of all ages…are suffering. How can we be saved?  
 
Saved. 
 
I read about a man who had become obsessed with the question of 
salvation. As a youth he accepted Jesus as his personal savior and he 
knew that he was saved. He was very active in church until his late teen 
years when other things lured him away. After he was married he returned 
to the church, mostly because of his wife.  
 
Then in midlife he became obsessed with the question, "Am I really 
saved?" He began to doubt that he'd ever really had a true conversion 
experience. He began to study the Bible, but that only filled him with more 



questions. He tried to discuss this with a number of pastors and friends, but 
they all seemed to have different points of view, which confused him even 
more. He used to pray, but stopped because he felt like he was just talking 
to himself. 
 
"What if I died tomorrow?" he wondered. "I'm not sure that I would be 
saved and go to heaven."   
 
There are a lot of things we could discuss about this man’s struggle with 
salvation, but for now let's just notice the absence of one key player:  

 
God. 
 

This guy's struggle was a lonely battle to understand, a solitary attempt to 
decide, a need to feel, and an effort to be certain. It's possible that this 
turmoil was brought on by God! God might be using this turbulence to 
move him to some new place in their relationship. Maybe his struggle was 
proof that God is real and that God was working to draw him closer.  
 
Maybe. 
 
We are taught to live our lives without reference to God. It's all OUR 
decisions, OUR actions, OUR feelings, and OUR desires. The celebration 
of human potential is the prevailing, governmentally sanctioned story! 
But it is not the story to which Christians are accountable. There are few 
more challenging words to be said by the church than the word salvation. 
Salvation implies there that there is something from which we need to be 
saved, that we are not doing as well as we thought, that we do not have the 
whole world in our hands, and that OUR hope is NOT of OUR own design. 
 
I'm pretty sure most people think of salvation as related almost exclusively 
to the afterlife. Salvation is when we die and "get to go to heaven."  
Scripture is definitely concerned with our eternal fate.  



 
What's been lost is Scripture’s stress on salvation as God's invitation 
to sharing God's life here and now, so that we might do so forever. 
 

Salvation isn't just a destination; it is our vocation. Salvation isn't just a 
question of who is saved and who is not, who will get to heaven and 
how, but also how we are swept up into participation in the mystery of 
God in Jesus Christ.  
 
When you search for the word heaven in Scripture you find that it’s almost 
never related to death. Heaven is a name for when or where one is fully 
with God.  
 
And if we look up the word salvation we will find a wide variety of images. 
All of the Gospels are stories about the peculiar nature of salvation in Jesus 
Christ. Salvation is a claim about God. God’s self-assigned a task is 
making "salvation happen in the heart of the earth” (Psalm 74:12). In 
Psalm 65:5 God is called the ”God of our salvation.” Some see salvation 
as rescue, deliverance, and victory. Others see it as healing, 
wholeness, completion, and rest. Isaiah speaks of salvation as a great 
economic reversal in which God gives a free banquet for the poor (Isaiah 
55). The God of Israel saves, rescues, heals, and delivers. 
 
Have you ever heard, or have you ever said, “Jesus saves?” During 
His earthly ministry, Jesus was on a constant, relentless reach. Jesus 
saved people that nobody thought could be saved. He loved people that 
everybody thought were beyond love.  
 
It's really no surprise that one of the earliest and most common complaints 
against Jesus was His welcoming sinners and eating with them. Jesus is 
crucified for welcoming sinners to His table, and not only for welcoming 
theml, but also for actively seeking them. At the end, with whom did you 
choose to dine at His last supper? Sinners. And in His resurrection, at a 



new beginning, with whom did He choose to dine for His first meals? 
Sinners. His door was too wide in the eyes of many of the faithful. Plato 
noted, and Freud reiterated, that the human animal, from the very 
beginning, seems to have this insatiable longing, this great yearning. The 
infant demands attention from the world, insists on being noticed. Human 
beings are fragile animals who cannot survive alone, who must make 
connections first with the mother, then with other human beings. Plato said 
that this was the beginning of all human thought and culture, the 
explanation for all human achievement, and the source of much human 
misery, too.  
 

- We must connect! 
 
But here's the great mystery:  
 

- The God of Israel and the church also connects. 
 
It's not so much that God must connect, but there's something about this 
God that wants to communicate with us, to self-reveal to us. God's 
creativity doesn't end with Genesis 1. Today, right here, in our church, in 
your life and inmine, God is busy connecting, seeking, reaching, saving.  
 
This is our hope, in life, in death, in life beyond death: 
 

- Jesus saves. 
 
So as we head toward Easter Sunday, we will see the extraordinary lengths 
to which He will go to save us. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
 
THE BOTTOM LINE: 

God invites us to be swept up into participation in the mystery of 
God and Jesus Christ 



YOU: 
So what can you do about this? What are some things you can start 
today to apply this to your life? 
 

- Don't forget God. When you start thinking, and wondering, about 
whether or not you are saved, don't forget God's role in this. 
Ultimately it's not about anything you think or do . . . or whatever it's 
about what God does and what God has done. 

 
- Invite others to life. God's greatest concern is not our getting into 

heaven, but our bringing heaven to earth now by living the life He has 
created for us and blessed us with now and goes on forever. So invite 
others to this life, to this salvation, to this heaven. Invite others to life. 
And don't forget God.  

 
 
WE: 

Imagine the difference in our lives of faith and in our lives on earth if 
we never forgot God… 
 
Imagine the difference it would make in people's lives if we invited 
them to the salvation which is living life in God now if it goes on for 
turn it he 

 
 
CLOSE: 
 
 
There is so much of Jesus’ life on earth that is left out of the Gospels. We 
know next to nothing about his childhood and youth, Except for a very brief 
mention of it early Liuke’s Gospel. Most of what is told about Jesus could 
easily fit in this morning's newspaper with lots of room left for quotes from 
the stock exchange.  



 
When you consider our higher level of interest in the smallest details of a 
person's life and have our use of the early years of a person's life to explain 
the significance of their whole life, this lack of biographical information 
about Jesus is unusual. 
 
The reason we know so little of Jesus’ biological biological information is 
probably because the whole point of the Gospels is not biography but 
soteriology — a presentation of salvation. It's as if the gospels are 
determined to tell us only what is most important about Jesus. And the 
most important thing about Jesus is that Jesus saves. 
 
The gospels are not really stories of the life of Jesus.They are 
proclamations of amazing good news: 
 

- Jesus saves. 
 
Jesus saves sinners. Jesus saves people nobody thought could be saved. 
Jesus does something about the age old problem that exists between us 
and God. Jesus saves. 
 
Now if you would I'd like to finish today by substitute in the word saves for 
the word saves in that song I mentioned earlier: 
 

You're the God who saves
You're the God who saves
You're the one who runs in my direction
When the whole world walks away 
You're the God who stands
With wide open arms
And You tell me nothing I have ever done 
can separate my heart
From the God who saves. 



 


