
 

What is God Like? 
Luke 15:1-3. 11b-32 

 
 

INTRO: 
I don't know about you, but I don’t care for social distancing or the 
Coronavirus. I miss worshipping with you in person. And even more, I hate 
that people are dying from this! And for those who are still here, there is 
panic and anxiety woven into our every moment. We need to pray for one 
another through this Pandemic. We need to pray for small businesses, for 
medical workers, for little children and for seasoned adults. 
 

Let’s take a moment to pray together now. If you are able, please join 
me on your knees as we pray... 

 
Through all of this, we must remember that God is still God. Through all of 
this we may even understand better what God is like. Let’s begin to think 
about that this morning. 
 
-- 
 
In His parables and teaching, in His life and His death, Jesus reveals to us 
the true nature of God. God is a loving Father who receives us in our sin 
and shows us mercy. Jesus tells a story... 
 
 
 
GOD: 

15:1 All the tax collectors and sinners were gathering around 
Jesus to listen to him. 2 The Pharisees and legal experts were 
grumbling, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 
them.” 3 Jesus told them this parable: 



 

11 Jesus said, “A certain man had two sons. 12 The younger son 
said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the inheritance.’ 
Then the father divided his estate between them. 13 Soon 
afterward, the younger son gathered everything together and 
took a trip to a land far away. There, he wasted his wealth 
through extravagant living.  
14 “When he had used up his resources, a severe food shortage 
arose in that country and he began to be in need. 15 He hired 
himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
into his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to eat his fill from what 
the pigs ate, but no one gave him anything. 17 When he came to 
his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have 
more than enough food, but I’m starving to death! 18 I will get up 
and go to my father, and say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you. 19 I no longer deserve to be 
called your son. Take me on as one of your hired hands.” ’ 20 So 
he got up and went to his father.  
“While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 
moved with compassion. His father ran to him, hugged him, and 
kissed him. 21 Then his son said, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your 
son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Quickly, bring out 
the best robe and put it on him! Put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet! 23 Fetch the fattened calf and slaughter it. 
We must celebrate with feasting 24 because this son of mine 
was dead and has come back to life! He was lost and is found!’ 
And they began to celebrate.  
25 “Now his older son was in the field. Coming in from the field, 
he approached the house and heard music and dancing. 26 He 
called one of the servants and asked what was going on. 27 The 
servant replied, ‘Your brother has arrived, and your father has 
slaughtered the fattened calf because he received his son back 
safe and sound.’ 28 Then the older son was furious and didn’t 



 

want to enter in, but his father came out and begged him. 29 He 
answered his father, ‘Look, I’ve served you all these years, and I 
never disobeyed your instruction. Yet you’ve never given me as 
much as a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 
But when this son of yours returned, after gobbling up your 
estate on prostitutes, you slaughtered the fattened calf for him.’ 
31 Then his father said, ‘Son, you are always with me, and 
everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be 
glad because this brother of yours was dead and is alive. He was 
lost and is found.’ ”  

 
 
 

I read about a pastor who is always relieved when we get to the fourth 
Sunday in Lent and to our text this morning. He called it Luke’s greatest 
hit—The story of the prodigal son. He said he is relieved because Lent can 
be a somber period of life with a focus on our sin and Jesus’ cross. He says 
it's such a relief to get to this fourth Sunday in Lent and this fantastic — 
and controversial — party for the homecoming of the prodigal son.  
 
And who is it that gives this controversial/scandalous party? It’s the 
waiting father who receives the prodigal son back home. And this father in 
this parable helps us to get to know the gracious identity and patient 
intentions of God, our Heavenly Father. So this morning will think about 
What is God like? 
 
It may be a subconscious question, but I suspect many of you are here this 
morning because you are troubled by the question, What is God like? And 
if that's not something you wonder about, why not? If it is something you 
wonder about, then you're in luck, because this is one question Jesus 
answers directly!   
 
The man has two sons. The younger son says, "Father, give me my 
share of the inheritance.” In other words, “Drop dead." He's basically 



 

saying he'd rather have the money than have his father alive. Many of us 
had to leave home to grow up, so we ought to be able to identify with this 
story. Unless of course we are not at all selfish and we never make any 
mistakes!  
 
In a far away land, Jesus says the son tries out extravagant living. Other 
translations call it "loose living." With all the money wasted on 
extravagant, loose living, he is reduced to the level of a pig. Imagine him in 
rags . . . slopping the pigs. Have you ever slopped pigs? I think it means 
feeding them, but it must mean more than that. Or else why don’t they 
just call it, “feeding the pigs?” It sounds messy!  
 
In time, it was hung over, empty pockets, wake up time! The boy comes 
to his senses. He says, "Wait a minute. I don't have to starve out here. I 
have a father, a home." With that realization, he turns back and heads 
home. And I expect some of you know what that's like. As he marches 
home, he practices a little speech he has developed for the occasion:  
 

“Dad, or er, I mean father, I've sinned. I'm unworthy to be called 
your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants."  

 
But when he tries it out on his dad, his dad is not interested in speeches. 
"Relax son,” says the father. “Save your flowery speeches for your law 
school application. Come on in, I'll show you a real party!"  
 
This story, this parable, is surprising. In fact . . . it's shocking! Remember, 
the question was, "What is God like?"  
 
And in response to our perfectly good theological question, Jesus tells us 
this crazy story about the homecoming of a ne’er-do-well — welcomed with 
a party. It's not exactly what we expected. We want the father to be 
gracious and all, but not that gracious! We are so sympathetic with the 
older brother, we also wonder “Why are you throwing him a party?”  



 

 
Jesus answers our deep, serious question about what God is like with a 
story about a party thrown by a father for a selfish, self-centered son, 
around whom the universe revolved. At least in his mind and from his 
perspective. With this story, Jesus spends more verses describing the party 
than any other aspect of the story. But this is part of the scandal.  
 
Just think a moment about the context of this parable. Jesus just heard his 
critics cry out, "This man eats and drinks, or parties, with sinners! What 
kind a savior are you?"  
 
We might expect Jesus to make it alright by saying that He's going to 
redeem these prostitutes and tax collectors! Make them straighten up, be 
more responsible, more middle class . . . like you and me.  
 
But Jesus doesn't do that. He tells those critics that God loves to party with 
sinners, loves to tell parables about parties when a woman found her lost 
coin, or about finding a lost sheep, And the most questionable blowout of 
all— the party for the prodigal son. So, “They begin to celebrate."  
 

- End of scene one.  
 
In the return of the wayward son from the far country, Jesus dramatizes a 
return from exile. Israel's long deportation is ending. Come home and join 
the great kingdom party! 
 
Then comes the older brother’s perfectly understandable reaction. With 
"Music! Dancing! Party! And on a Wednesday!” He asked the servant 
what was going on.  
 

"Your little brother's home. Your dad is giving everybody the 
night off and there's a party." 
 



 

The older brother was so angry, his nostrils flared and resentment dripping 
off of his face . . . he was so angry that he would not go into where the 
party was. The father came out to the darkness and begged him to come to 
the party. But he wouldn't.  
 
We know the story as the parable of the prodigal son, But remember Jesus 
doesn't give this parable a title. It really should be called, “The Story of the 
Ridiculously Gracious Father.”  
 
Who do YOU think is the most interesting character in the story? It's 
not the prodigal son, or even the older brother. It's the father. He is the real 
prodigal, because his love is extravagant, more excessive than either the 
younger brother's extravagant living or the older brother’s 
self-righteousness. It's a story about a parent who is excessive in his 
persistence to have a family, an old man who meets us when we come 
home from the far country after good times have gone bad . It's a hopeful, 
joyful story of homecoming. It's a serious warning to those who would 
rather sulk in the dark than come in and join the homecoming dance. 
 
Do you realize the Bible never asks, “Is there a God?” The Bible's 
question is, "Who is the God who is there?" What is God like? 
 
 
THE BOTTOM LINE: 

The Bible never asks, “Is there a God?” but, "Who is the God 
who is there?" 
 

 
YOU: 
So don't ask if there is a God, ask what is God like. That's the question that 
should guide your first action step this week: 
 



 

- Ask what is God like? Then open your eyes, open your ears, open 
your mind, open your hands, open your life… Watch as God does 
what only God can do and as He shows you what He has empowered 
you to do. About connecting others in relationship with Jesus, about 
the Coronavirus, about violence, hatred, and prejudice… Then 
watch… with your eyes, your ears, your mind, your hands, your life, 
as God shows you what God is like. 

 
- Do as God does. There are some things you cannot do like God 

does them. But there are definitely ways you can imitate what you 
see Him doing. And for those things that you can’t do, perhaps you 
can scale them down and do what you can…  

 
- Check on people. Call the shut-ins, call our older members and see 

if they are ok or if they need any help with anything. If someone 
comes to mind, pray for them . . . then give them a call. 

  
WE: 
Imagine what it will be like when the coronavirus has gone… 
 
Imagine how wonderful it will be to know more of what God is like even 
through this pandemic… 
 
Imagine the day when we can once again gather together to worship God, 
to hear from him through his word, to hug each other and fellowship… 
 
 
CLOSE: 
Here's a little something to remember is you read the Bible:  
 

Scripture always and everywhere speaks about God and only 
secondarily speaks about us. I doubt that Jesus’ parable of the 
prodigal son is a story about better family life or how to be a better 



 

father.It is a story about God. What is God like? What is the nature 
of God's kingdom? Scripture tends to be theological before it's 
anthropological. The stories of Scripture tend to be stories about God. 
 

So let's pray together for God to reveal Himself to us, to answer the 
question what is God like… 
 
 
 
 


