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Blessed and Cursed by Jesus 

Luke 6:39-49


INTRO:


I don't know about you but, when I am told there is good news and there is 

bad news, I always ask for the good news first. 


Unless I ask for the bad news first!  

It all depends on my mood and the context. 


Good news and bad news. 


Jesus is revealed to us in what He blesses and in what He curses. 


The Christian point of view is not unreserved affirmation and acceptance; 

there's also a time for judgment. 


As Christians we are called to imitate Christ, to embrace those whom He 

embraces, and to condemn THAT which He condemns.
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ME:


Blessed and cursed by Jesus, huh? 


I am perfectly on board . . . with most of that statement. 


But there is one word that creates some tension for me. 
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WE:


We are probably used to thinking about Jesus blessing people, right?  

But to have the name of Jesus that close to the word “curse” just doesn't 

seem right. 


Of course, you remember Jesus cursed a fig tree and it withered. 


But to think of Jesus blessing and cursing, well, we've got some ground to 

cover!  

So let’s pray together and dive into Luke to make some 
sense of all this... 
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GOD:


Luke 6:39 Jesus also told them a riddle. “A blind 
person can’t lead another blind person, right? Won’t 
they both fall into a ditch? 

40 Disciples aren’t greater than their teacher, but 
whoever is fully prepared will be like their teacher. 

41 Why do you see the splinter in your brother’s or 
sister’s eye but don’t notice the log in your own eye?

42 How can you say to your brother or sister, 
‘Brother, Sister, let me take the splinter out of your 
eye,’ when you don’t see the log in your own eye? 
You deceive yourselves! First take the log out of 
your eye, and then you will see clearly to take the 
splinter out of your brother’s or sister’s eye. 

43 “A good tree doesn’t produce bad fruit, nor does a 
bad tree produce good fruit. 

44 Each tree is known by its own fruit. People don’t 
gather figs from thorny plants, nor do they pick 
grapes from prickly bushes. 

45 A good person produces good from the good 
treasury of the inner self, while an evil person 
produces evil from the evil treasury of the inner self. 
The inner self overflows with words that are spoken. 

46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord’ and don’t do 
what I say? 

47 I’ll show what it’s like when someone comes to 
me, hears my words, and puts them into practice. 
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48 It’s like a person building a house by digging deep 
and laying the foundation on bedrock. When the 
flood came, the rising water smashed against that 
house, but the water couldn’t shake the house 
because it was well built. 

49 But those who don’t put into practice what they 
hear are like a person who built a house without a 
foundation. The floodwater smashed against it and it 
collapsed instantly. It was completely destroyed.” 

--


This is the end of Jesus' sermon on the plain. 


It's a bunch of parables that don't make a lot of sense without the bless-

ings and curses part that Jesus talked about earlier. 


Remember we saw a couple weeks ago this sermon on the plain runs par-

allel to the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew. 


The difference is that in Luke all the blessings are followed by a list of curs-

es. 


Do you remember Luke said that God is “kind to ungrateful and 

wicked people,” and gracious to people without regard to their worth? 


Jesus is judgmental towards some in the second part of this sermon. 


The sermon opens with four blessings and four woes that remind us of the 

blessings and curses that were set before Israel in Deuteronomy 11: 
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 see, I am setting before you today a blessing and a 
curse: the b less ing, i f you l is ten to the 
Commandments of the Lord your God that I am 
commanding you today, and the curse if you do not 
listen to the Commandments of the Lord your God, 
but rather turn from the way that I am coming to you 
today go after other gods that you have not known.

The poor are blessed, along with those who are despised and rejected. 


We certainly expect Luke to highlight Jesus' compassion for the poor. 


This is what Luke's Gospel does. 


We are a bit surprised to find the four blessings followed by four curses. 


The rich, the full, the laughing, those who experienced such a blessing in 

this world, are condemned.


This sermon definitely is about the end times. 


Jesus is not giving instructions for us in the present but is painting a pic-

ture of the last things.


He’d is not issuing blesses and curses, but observing people who are ei-

ther blessed or cursed. 


Is Jesus’ sermon good news or is it bad news? 

That depends!  

In the Gospel there is good news for some, bad news for others. 
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Of course the good news is available to everyone! 


But so is the judgement for not connecting to God through the grace of 

Christ.


So what do you think about Jesus following the blessings with curses, 

or woes? 


How does it line up with your view of Jesus? 

After the community Martin Luther King service in January, someone who 

was interviewed by a reporter in front of their church explained her pres-

ence at the service. 


She said,


“Dr. King taught us to love everybody, impartially, 
without regard to who they are, the color of their 
skin, or anything else, just to love and accept them, 
to embrace and affirm them. He was just like Jesus 
in that." 

I'm not sure that statement was really fair to Dr. King. 


He certainly had some choice words of condemnation for southern segre-

gationists! 


Whether or not that's true of Dr. King, it’s definitely not true of Jesus. 


Do not get Jesus confused with the department of motor vehicles. 
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When some little bureaucratic DMV employee is dealing with you, he is 

supposed to treat you as if you were anybody else, impartially, without 

prejudice. 


That's generally what we call Justice:


Everybody is treated exactly the same, without 
regard to who they are or how they act.

When we say we want a more just society, that's usually what we're talking 

about. 


For us, justice is that place where everybody is nobody in particular. 


Where nobody has a face or an individual history, just like at the DMV.


Well that may be what we want, but what does God want? 


Faceless, bureaucratic equality may be how we run our kingdoms, but 

how does God's kingdom work? 

In the text today, Jesus comes down from the mountain onto our level and 

preaches. 


 What do you think Jesus thinks from what He teaches?  

First half of the lecture:


He looked up at his disciples and said: blessed are 
you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be 
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filled. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will 
laugh. Blessed you when people hate you, when they 
exclude you, revile, and defame you on account of 
the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, 
for surely your reward is great In heaven; for that is 
what your ancestors did to the prophets.

So that's part one of Jesus’ sermon, a series of blessings. 


The second part of the sermon is different: 


But woe to you who are rich, for you have received 
your consolation. Woe to you who are full now, for 
you will be hungry. Woe to you who are laughing 
now, for you will mourn and weep. Woe to you when 
all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors 
did to the false prophets.

Now in the kingdoms in which we live, many people are cursed or at least 

put down to the bottom.


Those who are poor, sick, unemployed, grieving, and dispossessed. 


It's a curse to have to put your children to bed hungry at night, to have to 

come home and tell your family ,"No, there was nobody who needed me 

today. I didn't find any work today." 


That's a cursed experience for sure. 


And remember Jesus is not pronouncing a curse on these people, he is 

just describing the state they are in. 
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They are cursed in that they have gained the whole world but forfeited their 

souls. 


Jesus doesn't say why their happiness and fullness make them cursed. 


We could assume it is their conceit and lack of connection to God as the 

source of their happiness and fullness. 


Perhaps it is their lack of concern for others who are mourning, or hungry, 

or lonely.


I read about a person who's been unemployed for a number of months 

having a conversation with her pastor. 


Her pastor said how unfortunate her time between jobs was. 


She said that the worst part of being without a job is that people avoid you 

when you're unemployed. 


It's like they think you must've done something wrong. 


You must've been a lazy employee, or you must have had conflict with the 

boss. 


People don’t want to catch what you've got, it's no fun to be around peo-

ple in pain.


She said, "The loss of a job is bad, but the loneliness is worse."
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That's how we deal with those whom Jesus blesses. 


Jesus tells people in God's kingdom, those who we put on the bottom are 

blessed—the poor, the hungry, the weeping, the hated. Clearly, Jesus 

takes sides. 


He is partial to the poor. 


He is prejudiced towards those whom we are prejudiced against. 


Blessed are you who hunger, who weep, who are poor. 


And if that were all there was to Jesus’ lecture that day, it would probably 

be remembered as one of the sweetest things that Jesus ever said, be-

cause we respond positively to anybody who has a good word to say 

about the less fortunate.


In the Sermon on the Mount, the sermon ends with a series of beatitudes, 

this series of blessings. 


When Jesus preaches on the plain though, the sermon goes on from this 

series of blessings to an opposite mirror image. 


Jesus moves on to curses. 


Curses? 


I like the translation we read earlier, where the curses are called, “Woes.” 
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That is so much easier to swallow.


Jesus is not known only for what he affirmed, but also by what he rejects. 


After blessing those whom we curse, Jesus curses those who we bless, 

that is, the rich, the content, and the happy.


God’s future sure looks different from what we expected our intended fu-

ture to be. 


Today, tears for some and laughter for others. 


Tomorrow the tables are turned.

Where is the grace, all of that warm-hearted, all embracing accep-

tance that we've come to expect from a fair-minded God? 


It's also interesting that when Jesus starts to hand out the woes, He 

doesn't say it’s sinners who are cursed; He says the successful, the happy 

and the full. 


Is this because in the midst of their happiness and wealth they feel 

like they don't need God and don't rely on Him and worship Him? 


It's not a sin to be happy, content, or rich. 


Jesus doesn't say that God is going to punish these otherwise successful 

people. 
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Jesus doesn't say,"You ought to go out and try to act poorer," or, "You 

ought to try to grieve each day." 


This sermon is not urging us to do anything. 


It's just an announcement of who God is and what God is up to. 


God's kingdom is coming and here is the way God's kingdom looks.


This is the bias in which the universe has been cut, says Jesus.


This is more real than the that false front that you call reality. 


Jesus is announcing that this is where God is and that is where God is not.
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THE BOTTOM LINE:


Jesus' sermon is good news to you if you are in a 
relationship with Him and bad news if you are not.
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YOU:


Here are your action steps to apply this to your life today and this week:


-	 Get in a relationship with Jesus!  

It’s easy to do, but it will also change your life. 


Open your heart and your life to the grace of God in Christ. 


You have been moving closer and closer to Christ, it’s time to pray a prayer 

to accept His grace.


-	 Get back in a relationship with Jesus! 


Life can pull us away from the good things we begin. 


Maybe life has gotten between you and Jesus. 


It’s time to return to the One who loves you! 


Return to Jesus.
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WE:


Imagine how it would feel to love the one who loves you . 
. .

Imagine the difference in everything about your life . . .

Imagine the difference you could make in the world 
because of your relationship with Jesus...

CLOSE:


Jesus appears to be taking sides. 


He appears to be prejudiced. 


Jesus seems to lean toward the world in a particular, particular way. 


And I don't think we can love the poor and the powerless without also ad-

mitting that there is much to condemn among the rich and the powerful.


There can't really be grace if there's not also judgment. 


If we are going to be a church that speaks up for Justice, then we have to 

speak out against injustice. 


At least that's one implication of Jesus his blessings and curses.


What do you think about the sermon in Luke?  
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Matthew doesn’t have the “woe to you” statements by Jesus, he just re-

members Jesus identifying the blessed. 


Jesus turns to identifying the cursed, the doomed. 


Is this good news, or is it bad news? 


That depends on where you are when you get the news. 


It is always good news to be standing with Jesus. 


As Christians we are called to imitate Christ, to embrace those whom He 

embraces, and to condemn THAT which He condemns. 


We are to embrace the poor, and the lost, and the hungry and the ones 

who weep. 


We are to walk with them and show them Jesus by the way we live our 

lives and love them into the loving embrace of a Savior. 


We are to show the well fed and the happy and the wealthy that even 

though they have done well for themselves, they need Jesus to save them 

from themselves and their self-reliance. 


Because there are some things we can’t do for ourselves. 


It all comes down to whether we are trying to be self-sufficient, or Christ-

sufficient. 
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Let’s pray about this together now...



