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From Heaven 

Matthew 3:13-17


INTRO:


I don’t know about you, but I like to know where things come from. 


It is interesting to know the history of things or the motivation and inspira-

tion for them.


Today we are thinking about the baptism of Jesus. 


Where did His baptism come from? 


Jesus’ baptism was “from heaven"— it was a special moment of divine in-

tervention.  

Most of the really good things that come into our lives, come “from heav-

en." 


In the Christian faith, revelation, insight, truth, comfort, and the Christ-

ian life itself, all come “from heaven.” 


They come as a divine act of a God who cares so much 
that He comes to us.






2

ME:


He comes to us. 


Right when we need Him. 


Wouldn’t be great if that happened at Walmart or Best Buy? 


Sometimes I feel ambushed when I go into a store and the staff ask me if I 

need any help. 


It’s OK when it’s just one or two, but when it’s five or six within two minutes 

. . . it’s a little overwhelming.  

But then . . . there are times when I need some help finding something and 

I cannot find a single person with the company shirt on!  

That is so frustrating. 


I get so frustrated that I decide to leave and give up on the search for the 

item when someone comes towards me to ask if they can help me. 


Were they sent from Heaven? 


I don’t know if God is that worried about us finding where the Verde Salsa 

is on the shelf, but maybe He is.
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WE:


We have all had things happen that just seemed too 
nice, too convenient, too perfect to have just 
happened. 

Was it from heaven? 


Or just a coincidence? 


Let’s spend some time thinking this about this today.


Let’s join Jesus and John at the Jordan and see what we 
can learn about this.

Let’s pray together first...
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GOD:


Matthew 3:13 At that time Jesus came from Galilee to 
the Jordan River so that John would baptize him. 14 
John tried to stop him and said, “I need to be 
baptized by you, yet you come to me?” 

15 Jesus answered, “Allow me to be baptized now. 
This is necessary to fulfill all righteousness.” 

Let that sink in a moment… 


“To fulfill all righteousness,” huh? 


Jesus’ humility in obeying His Father and identifying with sinful people 

who needed to be baptized is an important lesson for us. 


We shouldn’t be surprised that God would want us to be with broken peo-

ple and to participate in the processes that bring them healing and salva-

tion. 


That was the Father’s will for Jesus when He asked His Son to be bap-

tized.


15b So John agreed to baptize Jesus. 16 When Jesus 
was baptized, he immediately came up out of the 
water. Heaven was opened to him, and he saw the 
Spirit of God coming down like a dove and resting on 
him. 17 A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son 
whom I dearly love; I find happiness in him.” 
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—PAUSE


Of course, this story about the baptism of Jesus . . . is a story about Je-

sus. 


It is a story about the revealing of His identity to the rest of the world. 


-	 But it is also a story about us. 


We have no way of knowing who Jesus is, without the gift of revelation.


This revealing of Jesus’ identity at His baptism is revelation. 


We can't find out who Jesus is by doing historical research about Him. 


All the best reasoning and evidence gathering won’t work. 


To know who Jesus is and what he means both come 
to us through revelation, as a gift, as grace. 

It has got to come to us “from above, from heaven.” 


Three of the Gospels: 


Matthew, Mark, & Luke; 

all begin the story of Jesus’ work with the story of his baptism by John the 

Baptist. 


Each of them emphasizes that Jesus is far superior to John. 


This may be in response to some of the claims of John's disciples. 
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Luke does this not only by having John say that he is inferior, just like the 

other Gospels do, but also by including the arrest and imprisonment of 

John right after Jesus’ baptism. 


The Gospel of John doesn’t tell us about John's baptism of Jesus, al-

though it opens with the presentation of John as a witness to Jesus.  

You may just remember this from the last two Sunday’s 
messages.

The most important thing to remember is that all the Gospels connect 

Jesus’ baptism with the work of the Holy Spirit. 


The baptism of Jesus is presented as a baptism in which the Holy Spirit 

takes over. 


This takes it out of the hands of John and places it into the hands of God. 


John's baptism is a prophetic, preparatory washing and cleansing for 

the coming of the Messiah. 


But the baptism of Jesus is a baptism in which the heavens are opened, 

there is a voice, and the Holy Spirit makes the unique identity of Jesus 

unmistakable.


From Heaven. 

-- PAUSE
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Blaise Pascal is one of the greatest minds in history. 


Always clear and direct, ever probing, struggling with the big questions. 


He was always looking for answers, and was a bit frustrated because 

some of them always lay just around the corner. 


Once in the middle of the night, Pascal wrote, 


"Not the God of the philosophers, but the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob, Fire! Fire! Fire!” 


Even a great mind like Pascal couldn't climb his way up to God, so God in-

flamed him with a burning revelation from heaven. 


—PAUSE


Remember it was just another day at the river. 


John was baptizing, washing people up, getting ready for the Messiah. 


It was a ritual the Jews sometimes went through, a kind of purification rite 

associated with getting ready for the coming of the Messiah. 


”Messiah is coming,” John preached. 


”Someday, sometime, someplace, Messiah is coming.” 


People were filled with great expectation. 
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John didn't say, "Messiah is here!" 


No, John preached, "Messiah is coming." 


Just going through the motions of expecting the Messiah. 


But people interrupted his sermon with, "Are you the Messiah?"


“No,” John says.


“I couldn't untie the shoelaces of the one who is 
coming after me, the one you are expecting. I baptize 
with water; the one who's coming after me, more 
powerful than I, will baptize with wind and fire!"

John said, "I just wash you up; He will burn you up. Purify you!" 


There's a big difference between expecting God's word and hearing it. 


A great distance between anticipating the possibility of the presence of 

God and getting God. 


--PAUSE


Well picture it:


John is baptizing. 


"Next."


Wade in the water, stoop into the water, up out of the water. 
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"Next." 


Wade, stoop, up. 


"Next."


But then it happens!  

With this one from Nazareth—Dove, Spirit, voice—the heavens were ripped 

open, the veil was torn in two. 


And there was fire.


This dove, Spirit, and voice is the Bible's way of saying that God was 

present. 


The Spirit hovering over the muddy Jordan waters reminds us of the primal 

spirit that hovered over the waters of creation, bringing life. 


— PAUSE


You know enough about the Bible to know that, through much of the 

Gospels, Jesus can be just a little mysterious. 


He tells his cryptic, incomprehensible, often pointless parables. 


Who can understand him? 
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But here, in this moment, the veil is pulled back, there is a voice all the 

way from heaven, and we hear, “You are my son, You are Beloved." 


There's a voice directed not at us, but at Jesus. 


A conversation within the heart of the Trinity, but we get to overhear. 


And it is enough.

And the voice is “from heaven." 


It is not from the earth. 


It's not psychological, sociological, or anthropological, it is “from heav-

en!”—that is, it is from God. 


It's a miracle.


No, there's no way we can know how many heard the voice that day. 


I'm glad that somebody heard it, saw the dove, felt the fire, and had the 

guts to tell us. 


Because maybe then we, so limited by our modern 
pride and restraints, might be open to such a voice 
and such a vision. 

PAUSE


Baptism . . . 


in our tradition we baptize babies. 
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Why? 


A baby can't believe in Jesus, can't think theologically, can't even obey 1 

of the 10 Commandments, which makes a baby entirely dependent upon 

the grace of God to do for the baby what the baby can’t do for himwelf or 

herself. 


If this baby’s going to get back to God, it will take a miracle.


You see where I'm going? 


We baptize her or him with a promise, with an expectation. 


God will work in this child's life. 


We baptize anybody, any age, into the same promise. 


Everybody here requires a voice, a dove, a heavenly opening, not of our 

own making, or you won't get home. 


It comes to us . . . from heaven. 


It is revealed to us by God: 


Father, Son, and Spirit. 

—PAUSE


Not everyone agrees with the way we baptize, but that’s okay. 
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Faith in the grace of God in Jesus Christ is all that is necessary for salva-

tion. 


Baptism to some is a great way to publicly proclaim your new life in Christ. 


And there is nothing wrong with that! 

For us, it is an entryway into the Church which is the body of Christ.


This is all provided from heaven. 


God provides for what we need. 


Maybe even at Walmart and Best Buy. 

And definitely in the Pacific Beer Garden. 


PAUSE


You look like you may need a little more information 
about that! 

In 1880, George and Sarah Clarke purchased the lease for the Pacific Beer 

Garden. 


Dropping the word Beer, the couple added the word Mission, and 

launched a ministry to homeless alcoholics and downtrodden men and 

women. 


So was born the Pacific Garden Mission of Chicago—the Old Lighthouse

—the second oldest rescue mission in the United States.
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Colonel and Mrs. Clarke funded the cost of the mission themselves, but as 

expenses grew and the ministry expanded, their funds ran low. 


Eventually the day came when they couldn’t pay the rent. 


Efforts to find the needed funds failed, and Colonel Clarke was told he had 

only 24 hours to make the payment. 


Otherwise, he would lose his lease, and the Pacific Garden Mission would 

close.


Throughout the night, Colonel and Mrs. Clarke prayed, asking God to 

guide and to provide in his own way and time. 


They reminded the Lord of the souls being saved each night, of the men 

and women whose lives were being salvaged. 


They asked him why they should find themselves in such trouble while 

trying to do His work.  

Deciding to trust and not question, they remained before the throne of 

grace in simple faith and pleading until morning.


When they left their Morgan Park house that morning, they gasped. 


What had happened to their front yard? 
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It was covered with something white, something that immediately remind-

ed them of the manna of the Old Testament. 


Looking closer, they discovered their lawn was filled the best quality mush-

rooms, which was odd because it wasn't even the season for mushrooms.


Gathering the crop, the Clarkes carted the mushrooms down the street and 

sold them to the chefs at the Palmer House, the famed hotel just off of Mi-

chigan Avenue, for a very nice price. 


Enough to pay the rent, with enough left over to meet other ministry ex-

penses.


So, the Pacific Garden Mission was saved, and continued its work of sav-

ing and salvaging people in Chicago. 
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THE BOTTOM LINE:


To know who Jesus is and what he means both come 
to us through revelation, as a gift, as grace “from 
heaven.” 
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YOU:


Here are some things you can do about this. 


Your action steps to try today and this week:


-	 1 Trust God to provide for you from Heaven! 

How? 


Pray to Him and listen to Him and watch for Him to move in your life. 


Do like the Clarkes did in the story of the Pacific Garden Mission. 


Ask God the tough questions. 


Then wait for Him to answer. 


Cry to God in prayer, shout to God in prayer, whisper to God in prayer. 


Then listen for the still small voice or watch for the manna like mush-

rooms.


—PAUSE


-	 2 Get baptized! 

If you have never been baptized, and you have taken steps towards a rela-

tionship with Christ and you are ready to start that saving relationship with 

Christ, I would love to talk to you about it and pray with you about it. 
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Then we can schedule your baptism! 

—PAUSE


-	 3 Remember your baptism! 

“But pastor Chris, I was a baby, I don’t remember my baptism!” 


Well, today we will have an opportunity to remember our baptism by 

publicly rededicating our lives to Christ. 


And by applying water to ourselves as we remember our baptism. 
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WE:


Imagine the change in your walk with Christ if you rededicate your life 

to Him today.  

You will mark yourself with the water and remember that you are a part of 

something bigger than yourself . . . the body of Christ. 

Imagine if others notice a difference in you after you rededicate your 

life to Christ this morning and mark yourself with the water of remem-

bering your baptism.


If they notice a difference in you they may ask you about it.  

As you tell them about Jesus at work in your life, maybe the heavens will 

open for them . . . because of you! 

Imagine it . . .


DRIVE IT HOME!


Let’s pray for this to happen today and tomorrow and 
whenever God wants to use us to draw people to His 
love...


