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Amid the Darkness (Jan 5) 

John 1:(1-9), 10-18


INTRO:





I don’t know about you but I think it's good to know the difference between 

day and night.


This seems like a pretty simple idea, doesn’t it?


Let’s think about it a little, though.


If you are asleep and you open your eyes and it's dark, it’s probably still 

night.


So you close your eyes and go back to sleep. 


But if you open your eyes and see sunlight, then it's probably morning so 

you get on up.


People have been interested in understanding light and dark since the be-

ginning of time.


We have been tracking the sun’s movements throughout history.




2

Stonehenge is a great example of a prehistoric site that was designed to 

track the sun’s movements. 


Almost all of these temple observatories focused especially on marking the 

winter solstice. 


That is the day when the sun rises the least in the sky. 


After this the sun begins to rise a little higher every day at noon. 


This is a very important day for a primitive farming community. 


Not only does it give hope that the winter is going away, but it also lessens 

the fear that the sun will continue to sink, plunging the world into perma-

nent darkness and night. 


-	 PAUSE


After discussing this early preoccupation with light, Father Matthew, a 

monk at Gethsemane Abby in Kentucky, commented:


“Even back then, before they knew about Christ, the 
people were looking for light in the midst of the 
darkness. Pretty good, huh?"

Light amid the darkness…


Jesus Christ is the light of the world.


Unfortunately, we are often dazzled by the lights IN this world.
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The fourth Gospel begins with a warning not to confuse the momentary 

thrill of following the dramatic lights with the lasting life and grace 

that come to those who believe in the Word made flesh.


 -PAUSE
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ME:


One of my favorite services of the year is the Christmas Eve candlelight 

service. 


The sanctuary is decorated for Christmas and in the dark of the evening, 

everything appears softer, more holy than usual. 


I love that moment when we have sung enough favorite carols to feel 

all“Christmassy,” and someone turns off the lights, leaving only the light 

of Christ candle.


The silence in that new darkness is so peaceful.


Once, when all the adults were silently gazing upon the Christ candle, a 

child's voice cried out in the darkness, 


“LOUDERSomebody turn on the lights!"

That child understood! 

He got it! 

That little voice understood the truth of the Gospel, the purpose of Christ’s 

entry into the world better than those adults focused on the soft glow of 

candlelight. 
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He understood that darkness is frightening, and we need someone to 

bring light into our lives!  

He experienced the reality of darkness and called out to be saved from it.


-PAUSE
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WE:


We all have had enough of the darkness and are ready for the light of 

Christ in the world and in our lives. 


Let’s listen again to John’s Gospel and see what God has for us in it this 

time. 


 First, let us pray together... 

- PAUSE
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GOD:


 1 In the beginning was the Word 

and the Word was with God 

and the Word was God. 

2 The Word was with God in the beginning. 

3 Everything came into being through the Word, 

and without the Word 

nothing came into being. 

What came into being 

4 through the Word was life,

and the life was the light for all people. 

5 The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness doesn’t 

extinguish the light. 

6 A man named John was sent from God. 

7 He came as a witness to testify concerning the 
light, so that through him everyone would believe in 
the light. 

8 He himself wasn’t the light, but his mission was to 
testify concerning the light. 

9 The true light that shines on all people 

was coming into the world. 
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This is all about creation and the Word.


It is about John the Baptist.


It begins to introduce the idea of light and darkness. 


Let’s pick up with verse 10 as we dive deeper into the idea of light and 

darkness.


10 The light was in the world, 

and the world came into being 

through the light, 

but the world 

didn’t recognize the light. 

We have read this a lot and are very familiar with it.


But let’s not miss the importance of what John wrote.


In case we missed it John says it again:


11 The light came to his own people, 

and his own people didn’t welcome him. 

12 But those who did welcome him, 

those who believed in his name, 

he authorized to become God’s children, 

13 born not from blood 
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nor from human desire or passion, 

but born from God. 

14 The Word became flesh 

and made his home among us. 

We have seen his glory, 

glory like that of a father’s only son, 

full of grace and truth. 

15 John testified about him, crying out, “This is the 
one of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is 
greater than me because he existed before me.’ ” 

16 From his fullness we have all received 

grace upon grace; 

17 as the Law was given through Moses, 

so grace and truth came into being 

through Jesus Christ. 

18 No one has ever seen God. 

God the only Son, 

who is at the Father’s side, 

has made God known. 

The beauty of John's writing is amazing. 


He begins his Gospel with words that ooze power and meaning. 
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We must not it ignore John's intention to immediately establish a compari-

son between Jesus the Christ and John the Baptist. 


In these opening versus we are introduced to the Word who is God who is 

light who is life giver. 


This divine description is put on hold just long enough for us to hear a 

humble description: 


“A man named John was sent from God" (John 1:6) 

John wasn't the light, but he was the witness who testifies, crying out for 

all to look at the true light (1:8). 


We are then plunged back into the redemptive description of the Word. 


John's pressure and posture will not change throughout the Gospel. 


Later in chapter 5 Jesus clearly describes John as "a burning and shining 

lamp" but NOT the true light. 


It's easy for us to forget the charismatic appeal of John the Baptist in first 

century Palestine. 


Reread the descriptions in Matthew and Mark and think about the popular-

ity of a man who makes a king tremble. 


This dramatic desert preacher made a lasting impression 
on the community.
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All the Gospel writers waste no time in pointing out John’s testimony about 

Jesus. 


John's witness is intended by tases authors to lift up Christ, but equally 

important is the need to refocus those who might still want to follow the 

"witness" rather than the light.


Think about the many ways in which we still allow our focus to move off of 

the Word and onto the glittering and shiny vessels that are meant to lift up 

the Word. 


There is still a small religious sect in the Holy Land called the Mandeans 

who trace their history back as followers of John the Baptist. 


They never got beyond the messenger to hear the 
message. 

They never got beyond John's words to hear the 
Word.

In worship, and in life, we try so hard to create a certain mood, to manu-

facture an inspiring moment or emotional rush that we often forget about 

worshiping the true light that has entered the world. 


There is no doubt the Gospel writer wants us to hear the message that Je-

sus Christ is the light of the world, the true light that enlightens everyone. 
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But there is another message woven into these opening verses, a message 

of warning. 


The writer says to be very careful to see the difference between worshiping 

the true light that is Jesus and just being dazzled by a bright lamp such as 

John the Baptist who is sent to illuminate our path to Christ. 

The people of Palestine were so captivated by John. 


So many poured out of the Judean countryside into the desert to hear him 

preach that powerful religious leaders feared his wrath and tolerated his 

insults. 


King Herod wanted to kill him . . . but feared the people would retaliate.


John the Baptist was a prophet and a religious celebrity of his day. 


And the Gospel writer feared the people would not see the true light for 

gazing upon the man sent from God, the lamp named John.


Five different times in this Gospel, we will hear John 
witness to the truth of Christ. 

Five times we will watch John point his followers to 
Jesus. 

John was not only trying to witness to the Word made flesh, he was trying 

to convince his own people there was another who was greater than he. 


One who was worthy of worship.
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I read about a student attending a worship service where a famous preach-

er was going to proclaim the word. 


Afterward one of his classmates asked, ”How was the worship?" 


"It didn't grab me,” he replied. 


I wonder if he was embarrassed to hear those words come out of his 

mouth? 

 

Did he feel ashamed he had such an attitude toward the worship of 

God?  

He had not come to seek the light, or to praise God, or to receive the gift of 

grace found in the Word made flesh. 

He had come to be grabbed by a comment, to be enticed, to be seduced 

by the beautiful setting, the pretty lights, the words spoken by someone fa-

mous. 


Remember:


The church worships because God deserves 
worship.

We don't come to feel moved.


We don't not come saying, "Thrill me, and then I will have worshiped." 
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We come … 


because … 


we recognize the truth of the Gospel message. 


Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

Jesus Christ is the true light that we need because the world is dark and 

frightening.


If the flowers are drooping, and the hymns are unfamiliar, and the sermon 

is boring. 


If the glittery lamps that are meant to lift up Christ do not dance for us, 


well, praise be to God.

Jesus Christ is still the light of the world. 

The light shines in our darkness and the darkness will not overcome it.


THE BOTTOM LINE:


Amid the darkness we cry, “Somebody turn on the 
lights!” and Jesus did just that!

-PAUSE
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YOU:


Here are your action steps this week, here are some ways you can apply 

this beginning today:


-	 Spend time with Jesus daily to store up all the light and grace you 

can so you can reflect that into the lives of others.


This can be done through prayer, reading the Bible, using a devotional or 

even inspirational fiction. 


Find a way to fill your life with light so you can share it with others.


-	 Smile, a lot. 


You've got joy deep in your soul that you can share with others. 


Jesus is the source of this joy. 


Jesus wants to be shared with others. 


When you greet someone let this joy bubble up and out of you through a 

smile. 


It may just change their day.


It may even change their life.




16

Get creative, find a way that suits your personality and the way God has 

made you to reflect His light and love into the darkness of others lives.


-PAUSE
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WE:


Imagine what a difference this could make in the city of Hopewell… 


Imagine what a difference this will make in every single life… 


Imagine how this could change your life and deepen your walk with 

Christ...


Even as you are helping others move closer to the love of Christ and a sav-

ing relationship with him.


-PAUSE!!!!!
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CLOSE:


Henri Nouwen wrote about this darkness and light:


The Christmas scene that Anthony arranged under the 
altar was probably the most meaningful "crib" I have 
ever seen. 

Three small wood-carved figures made in India: 

a poor woman, a poor man, and a small child between 
them. 

The carving is simple, nearly primitive. 

No eyes, no ears, no mouths, just the contours of the 
faces. 

The figures are smaller than a human hand--nearly too 
small to attract attention at all.

But then--a beam of light shines on the three figures and 
projects large shadows on the wall of the sanctuary. 

That says it all. 

The light thrown on the smallness of Mary, Joseph, and 
the Child projects them as large, hopeful shadows 
against the walls of our life and our world. 

While looking at the intimate scene we already see the 
first outlines of the majesty and glory they represent. ... 

Without the radiant beam of light shining into the 
darkness there is little to be seen. ... 

But everything changes with the light.
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Amid the darkness . . .


Everything changes with the light

Let’s pray together ...


