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The Word With Us (12/29) 

John 1:1-14 

INTRO:


Paul says that faith is an audible phenomenon: 


“Faith comes from listening” (Romans 10:17).


ME:


I used to use this app called Bible.is to listen to the Bible as I drove 

around. It is made by a company called “Faith comes by hearing.” Jesus 

can only get into our lives and hearts if he first comes through our eyes or 

ears. 


WE:


How did we first meet Jesus? Did we hear about him or read about 

him or did we notice him living through somebody’s life? How will 

those around us find Jesus? How will they get the Word?


Let’s pray together and see would God can teach us 
through John's Gospel about this:

GOD:


1 In the beginning was the Word 
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and the Word was with God 


and the Word was God. 


2 The Word was with God in the beginning. 


3 Everything came into being through the Word, 


and without the Word 


nothing came into being. 


What came into being 


4 through the Word was life,


and the life was the light for all people. 


5 The light shines in the darkness, 


and the darkness doesn’t 


extinguish the light. 


6 A man named John was sent from God. 7 He came as a witness to 

testify concerning the light, so that through him everyone would be-

lieve in the light. 8 He himself wasn’t the light, but his mission was to 

testify concerning the light. 


9 The true light that shines on all people 
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was coming into the world. 


10 The light was in the world, 


and the world came into being 


through the light, 


but the world 


didn’t recognize the light. 


11 The light came to his own people, 


and his own people didn’t welcome him. 


12 But those who did welcome him, 


those who believed in his name, 


he authorized to become God’s children, 


13 born not from blood 


nor from human desire or passion, 


but born from God. 


14 The Word became flesh 


and made his home among us. 
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We have seen his glory, 


glory like that of a father’s only son, 


full of grace and truth. 


Christmas is the beginning of the Jesus story. The story of Jesus begins in 

the Gospels, not with Jesus, but with common ordinary people. Mary and 

Joseph get the story rolling in Luke and Matthew. An ordinary and poor 

couple are enlisted to bring the Christ into the world. 


John’s Gospel, as we have just heard, begins with John the Baptist, a 

“voice” crying in the wilderness. When asked, “Who are you?” John just 

says that he is a “voice.” Forget his camel hair clothes! Remember the 

sound of his voice, a voice crying in the wilderness “so that through him 

everyone would believe” (1:7).  

Theologian Karl Barth says that John the Baptist is the model preacher for 

every preacher of every age. John is only interesting as a voice, a witness, 

someone who points towards the coming Christ. He is transparent like a 

pane of glass to the one who comes after him who is greater than he is. As 

a witness, John is simply to testify to what has seen and heard, no more. 

He must decrease as the one toward whom he points increases. His signif-

icance is not in himself but rather in the truth that he tells to those in the 

wilderness. 
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It is right that John's Gospel should begin the story of Jesus not with a 

birth in the manger, but the words of a preacher. The fourth Gospel says 

that Jesus is the Word who came down from heaven and dwelt among us. 

Although this is the only place in John's Gospel were Jesus is called the 

Word, it is the most powerful image of the Christ, a wonderful introduction 

to the incarnation. As the Word, Christ is God’s self-communication, the 

major means of the genesis of the divine/human communion. God didn't 

just say to the world, "I love you." God’s great message of love became a 

human being who speaks.


John says the eternal Word came to “tent" among us, And his primary way 

of dwelling among us is as the Word (1:14). This is why we rejoice to sing 

praises to God today. 


Jesus is more than words can say but never less than 
words. 

In Jesus, the words about God became God-in-the-flesh and dwelt among 

us as the Word. Jesus is God's word to the world, God’s sermon to us, 

God's word to which all our words and all our sermons point. As Paul put 

it,"We don't preach about ourselves. Instead, we preach about Jesus 

Christ is Lord." ( 2 Corinthians 4:5).


Did you hear, in John 1, and echo of the creation stories found in Gen-

esis 1? God begins the creation with a word, "Let there be light" (Gen 

1:3). True, as John's Gospel said, people "loved the darkness more than 
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the light" (John 3:19). How does God overcome our love is the dark? 

Through words.


The creative purposes of God for the world are not forever stopped. The 

creative a work of God continues, John seems to say. When Jesus comes 

into the world, John 1 says that it's almost like Genesis 1 all over again. 

Creation continues. God will get what God wants.The light shines in the 

darkness of everything we've ever done, even the worst of it has not been 

able to overcome the light. Those who receive the Word have given the gift 

to "become God's children" (John 1:12). 


The incarnation, the Word made flesh, is the supreme example of God’s 

determination, from the beginning of the world, to be with us, no matter 

what it takes. Jesus the Christ is fully human and fully divine without any 

lessening or mixing up either the human or the divine. Jesus was not just 

"The greatest person ever lived,” and not just "a moral great exam-

ple," not just a wonderfully insightful wisdom teacher. He was more. 


He was God in the flesh.


Jesus is God’s supreme act of self-communication. God showed his love 

by his becoming flesh moving in with us as Jesus. Or as it said in Hebrews: 


In many ways God spoke of all our fathers by the prophets; but in these 

last days He has spoken to us by a Son (Hebrews 1:1-2).
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So here we preachers stand on this first Sunday after Christmas to an-

nounce to you Good news: 


God is with us. 

God speaks to us not just in words, but as the Word. And the Word this 

day is good. The light shines in the darkness. The Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us. Hallelujah!


THE BOTTOM LINE:


God speaks to us not just in words, but as the Word.

YOU:


So what are you to do about this? Here are your action steps to try today 

and this week:


-	 Open your ears to the Word.


If you have a smartphone, look on your app store for an app called Bible.is. 

It is free and has many versions of the Bible available. Some are even dra-

matized. Then listen to the word every day as you do your errands or do 

your work around the house or as you go for a walk.


-	 Open yourself to the Word speaking through you.


Simmer in the Word until it emanates from your life. Soak in the Word until 

people ask you why you live and love the way you do. 
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WE:


Imagine the difference this would make in our city… It would be like the 

difference it made 2,000 years ago when the Word was made flesh and it 

dwelt among us… The world was never the same… Imagine how this city 

would never be the same...


CLOSE:


“Blessed are those who have not seen yet believe, says the risen 

Christ toward the end of John's Gospel.” John's irony is at work here all 

the way to the end of this gospel; we have not seen Christ as his first fol-

lower saw himAnd yet here we are, believing on the basis of nothing more 

than John's words about the Word.


"These things are written," says the fourth Gospel,"so that you will be-

lieve" (John 20:31). Despite all the setbacks and perfectly good reasons 

for not believing the testimony of a wild man with a voice like John's, we 

do believe we gather here in church and celebrate the word made flesh, 

dwelling with us.


Let’s pray together…


