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Does God Have Plan? 

Jeremiah 18:1-11 

INTRO:


The Bible says that the life we are living is not our own. God is busy work-

ing with us, invading our lives, pushing us, coaxing us in a divine direction. 

Does this mean that God has a “plan” for everything that happens?” 

Do we have the ability to know God’s plan for our lives? 

ME:


I’ve heard people say that they believe God has a plan for their lives. 

Maybe they are facing some difficult decision. They want to be sure their 

decision is in line with God’s plan. They want to work with that plan.


They say that if you want to make God laugh, just have a plan! This seems 

too mean that God doesn't make the plans but interrupts our plans. Maybe 

it means that he interrupts our plans with his plan! 

YOU:


Do you think that God has a plan for your life? Well let’s look together 

and see what Jeremiah has to say about all this:


Let’s pray together first...
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GOD:


 Jeremiah 18:1 The word that came to Jeremiah from 
the Lord: 2  “Come, go down to the potter’s house, 
and there I will let you hear my words.” 3 So I went 
down to the potter’s house, and there he was 
working at his wheel. 4 The vessel he was making of 
clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he 
reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to 
him. 5 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 6 Can I 
not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter 
has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the 
potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of 
Israel. 7 At one moment I may declare concerning a 
nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break 
down and destroy it, 8 but if that nation, concerning 
which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change 
my mind about the disaster that I intended to bring 
on it. 9  And at another moment I may declare 
concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and 
plant it, 10 but if it does evil in my sight, not listening 
to my voice, then I will change my mind about the 
good that I had intended to do to it. 11  Now, 
therefore, say to the people of Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the Lord: Look, 
I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising a 
plan against you. Turn now, all of you from your evil 
way, and amend your ways and your doings

WE:


Jeremiah gives us a wonderful image of our relationship to God. God is like 

a potter who works at the Potter's wheel, forming a beautiful pot out of a 

lump of clay. That is how it is between Israel and God, says Jeremiah. God 

is at work forming Israel into something beautiful for God. This is a vivid 
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picture of what is found throughout Scripture, that God is busy working in 

our lives even when we are unaware of God’s working to make something 

out of us. This is about God’s providence or the idea that God is busy in 

the world and in our lives guiding, sustaining, and moving. And this is what 

people mean when they talk about God having a “plan” for our lives. Does 

this mean that God’s ordering of our lives is something definite like a 

plan? This is what we are thinking about this morning. 


The Bible has a theme running through it, that God’s purposes are being 

worked out in our time and in our history. The Bible shows how our efforts 

are occasionally improved on by, resisted by, or brought to completion 

by the unseen hand of God. God is always moving behind the scenes of 

the story. That is why Joseph could say to his brothers, who had tried to 

kill him, at the end of the story, “you meant this for evil, but God meant 

this for good.”


It is comforting to know that our mistakes may not be the last word. God 

has a plan, and ultimately “all things work together for good for those 

who love God (Romans 8:28).” God keeps working his plan despite our all 

too human mistakes.


But if we read carefully we see that there are times when God seems to not 

only disrupt our plans but even his own plans. Remember Jonah is told by 

God that Nineveh is going to be destroyed because of its wickedness. 
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Jonah is totally cool with that because he hates Nineveh too! So Jonah 

eventually goes to Nineveh even after taking a bit of a detour, and preach-

es a one sentence sermon telling them what God needs them to do. Nin-

eveh listens and repents. The whole city repents, and God changes his 

own previously announced plan.


This seems to mean that if we want to use the word 
“plan” as applied to God, then we need to allow room for 
God to be God. 

When saying that God has a plan for our lives, we have to allow for God's 

freedom and sovereignty. What is sovereignty? This story shows us:


During the quarterfinals of the 1986 World Cup of soccer, the Argentinean 

forward Diego Maradona scored one of the most controversial goals in 

soccer history. Argentina was pitted in an emotional grudge match against 

England, four years after the Falklands War between the two nations and 

was a key part in their already intense rivalry. At half-time the score was 

deadlocked at 0-0.


Six minutes into the second half, the Argentinean superstar Maradona 

scored a goal in which he clearly used his hand to redirect the ball into the 

net—an obvious violation of soccer rules. Argentina won the match 2-1 

thanks to a second, impressive goal scored by Maradona, described by 

England coach Bobby Robson as "a miracle." The South American team 

went on to win the World Cup that year.
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After the match, when confronted with the video footage of the illegal goal, 

Maradona simply replied, "a little with the head of Maradona and a little 

with the hand of God." The goal became known as the "Hand of God." 

But the English coach wasn't impressed with Maradona's "theology." He 

dubbed the goal "the hand of a rascal." Eventually Maradona admitted 

that his illegal handball made the goal possible, but he stood by the goal.


In the same way God appears to allow for our freedom and our sovereignty 

or at least for a degree of it. The people of Nineveh change. And God 

shows, in this case, that God is free to change. By the end of the book of 

Jonah, we find out that Jonah changes, though it takes a bit longer for 

Jonah to change than for the people of Nineveh to change. God has some-

how created the world, not just with a determined plan, but with some 

room for us to grow and develop and learn from our mistakes, for us to 

change and actually do better than maybe we, or even God, thought we 

could do. God has a plan and that plan gives us some degree of freedom 

in responding to God in our own lives. This is what bothers med about how 

some talk about God’s plan. Sometimes it is said as a sort of a scheme in 

which God has already predetermined (or as we sometimes say “predes-

tined”) that people, like robots, respond to God in certain ways.


If God has a plan, is there free will? God’s plan and our free will are not 

as opposite as they seem to some. When we drive on the roads, there is a 

plan for safety and efficiency. When you run a red light, or a stop sign, you 
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have chosen to ignore the plan or at least temporarily reject it. So there is a 

plan and there is free will.


THE BOTTOM LINE:


God has a plan for our lives and God has freedom to 
change that plan and to use our mistakes for good.

YOU:


So what is God’s plan for your life? How have you discerned what to 

is? Have you ever thought about what God plans to do through you 

and your life?


Here’s what you can do about this today and this week:


-	 Look back on you life and see if you notice how God was at work in 

your life during exciting events and tragic events.


-	 Write about them, tell your story, tell God’s story though your life.


-	 Think about what is going. O in your life right now. Can you sense 

God’s hand at work in it? Can you sense God’s plan at work in 

your life?


-	 Tell someone about what you discover! Your faithfulness might even 

lead them to faith in Christ.


CLOSE:


Simon Birch is a movie based on the novel A Prayer for Owen Meany by 

John Irving and is the story of a 12-year-old boy named Simon Birch who, 
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despite his physical handicaps, believes God has a plan for his life. Simon 

was born tiny and with an abnormally small heart. He was expected to die 

within the first 24 hours of his life. He surprises everyone, though, when he 

lives to be an adolescent.


A disappointment to his parents and the target of many childhood pranks 

because of his miniature size and odd-sounding voice, Simon has every 

reason to question his self-worth and purpose for living. But he embraces 

his condition and believes that God will use him in a unique, possibly even 

heroic, way.


Joe, Simon's best friend, doesn't believe in God, and he is not the only one 

who doubts that God has a plan for Simon. His schoolmates mock him re-

lentlessly, believing his assertions are one more indication of his strange-

ness. On one occasion his Sunday school teacher hurriedly tries to hush 

him so he won't "frighten" the other children with his musings.


The small town's forlorn minister also doubts that God could have a plan 

for small Simon Birch. In a poignant conversation between Simon and the 

minister, Simon asks, "Does God have a plan for us?"


The minister hesitantly replies, "I like to think he does."


Simon enthusiastically says, "Me, too. I think God made me the way I 

am for a reason."
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The minister coolly states, "I'm glad that, um, that your faith, uh, helps 

you deal with your, um, you know, your condition."


"That's not what I mean," Simon states. "I think I'm God's instrument. 

He's going to use me to carry out his plan."


Dumbfounded by Simon's confidence, the pastor says, "It's wonderful to 

have faith, son, but let's not overdo it." With that he waves for Simon to 

leave, shakes his head in disbelief, and whispers with an air of cynicism, 

"God's instrument."


A short time later Simon is riding with his classmates in a school bus trav-

eling down an icy road. Suddenly the bus driver veers to avoid a deer, los-

es control, and the bus plunges into an icy lake. Everyone in the front of 

the upright bus quickly evacuates out the door, but Simon and a handful of 

other students in the back of the bus are trapped as the bus begins to 

sink.


Simon takes charge. He opens a window and commands his classmates to 

climb out. Last of all, Simon escapes through the window.


In the hospital following the accident, Joe assures Simon that all the kids 

are all right. Simon asks, "Did you see how the children listened to me 

because of the way I looked?"


Joe, with tears in his eyes, replies, "Yeah."
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With satisfaction, Simon says, "That window was just my size."


"Extra small," Joe utters with a smile.


A few seconds later, Simon dies, knowing that God used him. But what Si-

mon doesn't know before he dies is that because of his unwavering faith, 

his friend Joe now believes in God.


Some 20 years later, standing at Simon's gravestone, Joe says,


I am doomed to remember a boy with a wrecked 
voice, not because of his voice or because he was 
the smallest person I ever met but because he is the 
reason I believe in God. What faith I have, I owe to 
Simon Birch, it is Simon who made me a believer.

Whenever I have experienced an awareness of God’s plan for my life, that 

plan always seems so much bigger and grander than the plans I have 

made for my life. 


God is the potter and we are the clay. God works out our imperfections. 

God works through our imperfections. In the end . . . All things work to-

gether for good for those who love God, fr those who are called according 

to his purpose.


Let us pray for god’s plan for us to be revealed to 
us...


