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God’s Judgment and God’s Grace 

Amos 7:7-17 


INTRO:


Judgement. When Eric Stagno walked into a local Planet Fitness, he 

thought he knew what to expect. His expectations were quite wrong, 

though. Onlookers were shocked when Stagno, upon entrance to the gym, 

immediately removed all of his clothing. He walked around for a bit, before 

eventually sitting on a yoga mat.


After police were dispatched to the location, officers found him at that 

same mat, engaged in a "yoga-like" position, completely nude. The gym's 

regulars were not impressed.


"To me, it's like, 'What did you smoke before you came to the gym?'" 

said member Kat Lancaster. "No, I don't think you should be at the gym 

naked."


"That's not right at all," said Tony Nachef. "Why would you do that? 

People are uncomfortable. Makes you uncomfortable. That's weird."


Stagno was arrested without further incident, and charged with indecent 

exposure and disorderly conduct. Police said Stagno's only comment was 

that he thought it would be "a judgment-free zone," referencing the Plan-
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et Fitness slogan that promotes body positivity and encouragement. I don’t 

think that is exactly what they meant by judgement free zone! 

Judgement. Just like Israel in ancient times, the church lives under God’s 

judgement. This means we are accountable, not just for our opinions about 

what is right and wrong, but to God’s judgment. The prophets say that we 

will be liable to judgment, a judgement not found in our own sense of right-

eousness, or the standards of society around us, but rather from God. 


ME:


I think judgement belongs to God. Do you know about the Myers Briggs 

personality type indicator test? It is a test I took in seminary as part of 

my training. My results were EFSJ and I don't really understand the signifi-

cance of the letters except for one, J. I was borderline on the first three let-

ters, but for the fourth, for the J, I was off the scale! J stands for Judging, 

which does not mean what you think it means. Instead of the judgment we 

will consider this morning, this Judging is about having a plan and sticking 

to the plan. I have learned to be more flexible when the plan hits a snag, 

though.


YOU:
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Had you heard of the Myers Briggs type indicator test before? Have 

you ever taken the test? Was it helpful? Anyone else a J? Let’s see 

what God has for us today about Judgemnt in Amos:


Let’s pray together before we do...


GOD:


 Amos 7:7 This is what he showed me: the Lord was 
standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a 
plumb line in his hand. 8 And the Lord said to me, 
“Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb 
line.” Then the Lord said, “See, I am setting a plumb 
line in the midst of my people Israel; I will never 
again pass them by; 9 the high places of Isaac shall 
be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall 
be laid waste, and I will rise against the house of 
Jeroboam with the sword.” 10  Then Amaziah, the 
priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, 
saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the very 
center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to 
bear all his words. 11  For thus Amos has said, 
‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go 
into exile away from his land.’ ” 12 And Amaziah said 
to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, 
earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 13  but 
never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s 
sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 
14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, 
nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a 
dresser of sycamore trees, 15 and the Lord took me 
from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, 
‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ 16 “Now 
therefore hear the word of the Lord. You say, ‘Do not 
prophesy against Israel, and do not preach against 
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the house of Isaac.’ 17 Therefore thus says the Lord: 
‘Your wife shall become a prostitute in the city, and 
your sons and your daughters shall fall by the 
sword, and your land shall be parceled out by 

WE:


Did you notice the connection between Amos’ plum line and Jesus’s 

story of the Good Samaritan we read earlier? In a way, they are both 

about judgment.


Amos has a series of visions, and not good ones. The first vision is about 

locusts and fire as signs of God’s judgment. The prophet intercedes and 

God repents. The threatened and deserved punishment is postponed, at 

least. 


In the next vision Amos doesn't intercede and there is punishment. In the 

third vision, the Lord and Amos assess the straitness of a wall using a 

plumb line. The northern kingdom of Israel will be in great danger when 

they are judged, measured, and found wanting. 


The rest of the passage is a dramatic reenactment of prophetic judgment 

against the priest Amaziah.


The plum line. What is plum line? I read about this in the Upper Room 

Disciplines this week. Let’s see if this helps us understand:
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Tucked in among the tourist traps of the South Dakota Black Hills is a self-

entitled “Mystery House.” The mystery of the Mystery House is that water 

seems to run uphill, and objects dangle strangely out of plumb. But the 

mystery involved is not in the house; it is in our brains. The house is built 

off-kilter, but once inside a visitor has no external frame of reference. Be-

cause our brains are used to seeing floors as level and walls as parallel, 

our grey matter goes to work inside the Mystery House to reread the tilted 

floor as even and the walls as square. Unconsciously, we read the room as 

normal and are mystified when the water runs uphill. That is precisely the 

type of situation Amos is addressing in Israel. The people have become ac-

customed to living in a skewed house. 


The primary concern of a biblical prophet is to call the 
people back into covenant with God. 

In Amos’s eyes, the people have strayed from their promises. The heart of 

the covenant with God is deep compassion for the poor, the widow and or-

phan, the migrant and foreigner. But Israel has abandoned those passions 

and priorities.  

Like the Mystery House, the oblique angles are exposed when a covenant 

plumb line is dropped. Which leads me to wonder what my out-of-kilter 

heart and brain have compensated for in our skewed world today. We in-

herit priorities like success and progress and power, and we rarely stop to 

get our covenant bearings. When a messenger of God drops a plumb line, 
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all too often we wonder why it hangs at such an odd angle. But maybe the 

ground we stand on is askew.


You see a plumb line is a standard by which a wall’s vertical trueness is 

tested. So the Lord was testing the people by a standard. In the first two 

visions, no standard was given. Therefore, the threatened judgment could 

be withdrawn. But after the plumb line vision, the Lord could not be ac-

cused of injustice if he carried out the promises and threats. The people 

had failed to live up to their privilege as Yahweh’s people. They had been 

called to be holy. But their society violated the very standards of holiness 

itself. They gave lip service to the covenant of God but ignored the social 

concerns woven into its fabric. When the test came, they were found want-

ing. The plumb line showed that the Lord was not an unjust judge.


The coming judgment was to fall on the pagan sanctuaries of Israel and on 

the dynasty of Jeroboam. And so, the two major influences in Israelite life 

would perish. The coming judgment was to fall on the pagan sanctuaries of 

Israel and on the dynasty of Jeroboam. Thus the two major influences in 

Israelite life would perish.


The prophet and the priest were placed there by God. It is the prophet 

who brings the words of judgement from God to the priest and king who 

are in their positions of influential power by God. Israel and the Church live 

under the judgment of God. We serve a God who loves us enough to come 
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to us through the prophets and speak truth to us instead of leaving us to 

pull ourselves up by our own bootstraps. Or, at least trying to do so . . . un-

successfully. 


What does this have to do with the story of the Good Samaritan, 

though? Jesus puts himself in the role of a prophet, just like Amos, when 

he tells this parable. In the parable their is judgement that is made against 

the priest, a religious official who walks right on by the wounded man in 

the ditch. You see, this story that is told by Jesus, told by him to us, is a 

story of judgement that's both enacted and displayed.


Let me ask a question:


Are we willing, in a world that tells us we have not 
judge, no higher standard of righteousness than 
“what seems personally right to me and you and 
you,” to love and obey a God who, in love, judges 
us?

Sometimes propels ask things like, “ Do you think Muslims will go to 

hell?”


I rad that that is not a very biblical question. Think about it! When God in 

judgmental mode, his is most harsh with not with Muslims or anybody out-

side the faith of Israel and the church. He only criticizes Israel and the 

church!
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Is this judgement of us a sign of Christ’s faith . . . In 
us? 

In the parable of the talents, the maser lavishes such great sums upon the 

servants—in a story not just about God’s judgment, bit also of God’s in-

credible faith in the servants. Remember the one who judges Israel is the 

one who chose Israel. I read that if we look at things from this perspective 

our “damnation” is not really the world of God but from our arrogant re-

fusal, our steadfast determination not to be engaged buy the work of God 

in our salvation.


The judgement we deserve and the grace we do not deserve. All we have 

to do is say yes to the grace we do not deserve to survive the judgment we 

do deserve.


THE SERMON IN A SENTENCE:


 There is judgement and there is grace for this 
judgment.

YOU:


Have you said “yes” to this offer of grace in life, in death, in life be-

yond death, even in judgment? How has your life changed? If you have 

nit said yes to this grace, wont you do so today? 

CLOSE:
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Judgement can be scary to think about when it comes to God. So perhaps 

these words from author and pastor Frederick Buechner can offer us a bit 

of comfort—words that both acknowledge the reality of coming judgment 

and the grace-filled love of the Judge:


The New Testament procla ims that at some 
unforeseeable time in the future, God will ring down the 
final curtain on history, and there will come a Day on 
which all our days and all the judgments upon us and all 
our judgments upon each other will themselves be 
judged. The judge will be Christ. In other words, the one 
who judges us most finally will be the one who loves us 
most fully.

Let us pray for more of this grace...


