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Making a Mark on the World 

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20


INTRO:


Jesus does his work around the world by calling a group of ordinary 

people (just like us!) to work with him. 


The church is made up of those who have heard the call of Christ in their 

lives and have come forward willing to work with Christ in the world.
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ME:


I remember when my dream was to be an art teacher. 


I wanted to be involved in a church somewhere, but had no desire to be a 

pastor. 


Until God jumped into my life and changed my direction! 
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YOU:


When has God done that to you? 


You were cruising along doing your own thing, and BAM! . . . God changes 

your direction
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GOD:


 Luke 10:1 After this the Lord appointed seventy 
others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to 
every town and place where he himself intended to 
go. 

2 He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 

3 Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like 
lambs into the midst of wolves. 

4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no 
one on the road. 

5 Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this 
house!’ 

6 And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your 
peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return 
to you. 

7  Remain in the same house, eating and drinking 
whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be 
paid. Do not move about from house to house. 

8 Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome 
you, eat what is set before you; 

9 cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The 
kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 

10 But whenever you enter a town and they do not 
welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 
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11 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, 
we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the 
kingdom of God has come near.’

16  “Whoever listens to you listens to me, and 
whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects 
me rejects the one who sent me.” 

17  The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in 
your name even the demons submit to us!” 

18  He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from 
heaven like a flash of lightning. 

19 See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes 
and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; 
and nothing will hurt you. 

20  Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the 
spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are 
written in heaven.” 
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WE:


Only Luke tells the story of the sending of the seventy. 


A strange and curious thing about this text is that some ancient documents 

say that Jesus sent out seventy-two assistants, while the rest say that he 

sent out seventy. 


The detail is probably important. 


Why did Jesus choose this number as the correct number of those 

who were to help him?


In [Numbers 11:26-25] Moses appoints seventy elders of Israel who 

are given a portion of God’s spirit and who, with his spirit, help Moses 

lead Israel.


At that time there were two who were not part of the original seventy. 


Eldad and Medad, who prophesied anyway, to the astonishment of some 

of the original, official assistants.


If its seventy or seventy-two Jesus meant to send out, the point is that 

Jesus is like Moses-a lot like Moses! 
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Jesus is powerful, but he chose to graciously empower a group of workers 

to work with him. 


If you remember the story of the exodus then you remember that Moses 

had a lot of trouble with his deputies! 


They rebelled all the time. They complained all the time. 


They misunderstood all the time. 


They really made a mess of things. 


When Jesus sends out his followers, they ”returned joyously.” 


Jesus dared to commission them to do the very same work that he does 

and they return excitedly empowered saying, “It Works!”


What an encouraging text! 

It is a word of hope to all of us who have been enlisted by Jesus in 

helping him do his work.


We are sent out with some sense of urgency, empowered by the Holy Spirit 

to help Jesus take over the world. 


Like Moses led Israel out of slavery into the wilderness toward the 

promised land, so Jesus leads us out of everything that enslave us, all the 

demons that posses us.
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Even Jesus-God’s own Son, savior of the world does not work alone. 


He calls us, teaching us, supplying us with all we need to do his work in 

the world.


We see that Jesus gets his ministry rolling with those “seventyish” people 

by empowering them to be his disciples. 


Maybe this is the discipleship calling story that we should have in the front 

of our minds. 


We've seen that with a simple “follow me” Jesus called the twelve disci-

ples to work wit him. 


That is not a lot of people to get this work done, though. 


Seventy, or seventy-two, that a lot more people to work with isn’t it? 


Getting a dozen people to help with something is not too difficult. 


Finding six times that number would be a greater challenge!


They say the average Christian church in North America has less that 60 

people in attendance on a Sunday morning. 


That is not a huge number of people, but if you have ever been in a church, 

and you have because I see you now, you know this is not the only place 

Jesus draws from for his workers.
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And remember, his first twelve have already shown by their lack of under-

standing they're lack of getting it, that they are not going to be the most 

helpful as his assistants. 


Even so, Jesus launches out again, calling even more people to help this 

time. 


You and I are both part of this romp to whom Jesus keeps reaching out to 

share in his work. 


This morning, even though we have let Jesus down so often, he con-

tinues to call us to help. 


They say its impressive about this job description Jesus gives the seventy.


He sends these ordinary, average people out into the world to do what he 

is doing. 


They are to do, we are to do, what Jesus was and is doing.


What are the three things we are supposed to do?


1. Miracles and divine acts. 


Jesus says they are to demonstrate that the Kingdom of God has 

come near to us whenever we show up in a town, at the office, or on a 

school bus. 
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He said to heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those with skin diseases, 

and throw out demons. 


This would all be a visible demo that the world is under new management. 


There has been a major shift in the leadership up at the front office! 


It is time that the world knew about it! 


All the seventy had to do was the exact same things Jesus did. 


Nothing too big—just your everyday, average, run of the mill raising of the 

dead sort of thing.


The seventy are being empowered to do big things, great things. Not small 

things. 


We are fine with small things aren't we? 


But here Jesus Calls us to do big things: > not just maintainance of the 

status quo but nothing less than the revolutionary raising of the dead.


2. The second thing Jesus yells the seventy to do is to not worry about 

where to get the means to do all this revolutionary work. 


“Give without demanding payment . . .So don't gather gold or silver or 

copper coins for your money belts to take on trips. 


Don't take a backpack for the road or shirts or sandals or a walking stick. 
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So they are to go forth just like Israel did in the exodus, with nothing to fall 

back on ofter than the miraculous manna from heaven. 


They are to rely on God and only God and on the compassion and the 

goodness of others to make their way in the World. 


Jesus called them to a huge task and without a safely net! 


This makes them totally dependent on Jesus and other people. 


Jesus sends them our to live lives of interconnectedness and dependency

—two characteristics that are foreign to our world today.


3. The seventy are warned that they wi encounter rejection and resis-

tance. 


“They will hand you over to councils and they will 
beat you in their synagogues. They will hail you in 
font of governors and even kings because of me so 
that you may give your testimony to them and to the 
Gentiles.” 

The seventy are not called to retreat into the safety of fortress walls. 


They are being sent it into the world, the real world. 


To those who profit from the old world, from conventional arrangements 

and the current power structure are not gong to like their message. 


The seventy are sent onto the lion’s den with this mission!
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But they do it. 


They go and they take the risk. 


For Jesus and for the sake of those to whom they go.
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THE SERMON IN A SENTENCE:


Jesus calls us to help him make a mark on the world.

YOU:


Jesus is not just talking to them . . . all those years ago.  

He’s talking to you too! Will you go? There is risk, of course, but there 

is also joy. 


The joy of doing what God has for you to do. 


Jesus is looking for about seventy women and men to take his love into 

the world and to do what he does. 


Will you go?
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CLOSE:


Once there was a man who was a member of what has been called the 

“Greatest Generation.” 


He served in the US Army in World War II and was in the invasion of Nor-

mandy and D Day. 


When talking about his war experiences, he mentioned the suffering, the 

deprivation, the horror of war. 


But then he said, “Still, I look back on those four years as the very best 

years of my life.  

For once in my life I really had the feeling that I was part of something, 

part of something bigger than myself.  

I was on the move. We had a mission. Maybe it’s sad to say, but I look 

back on those years as the best of my life.” 


“I was part of something, part of something bigger than myself.” 


It’s sad that we must wait for a war to have that feeling. 


Today’s Gospel claims that it was just that sort of mission to which Jesus 

called his disciples. 
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Forgive us preachers for making discipleship seem something petty, stable, 

and inconsequential! 

Let’s pray and as we begin, listen for your marching orders from 

God . . . 



