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We Will Follow You, But . . . 

Luke 9:51-62 

INTRO: 

Father John is walking down the street one day when he notices George, a very small boy, trying to 

press a doorbell on a house across the street. However, George is very short and the doorbell is too 

high for him to reach. After watching the boy's efforts for some time, Father John moves closer to 

George. He steps across the street, walks up behind the little fellow and, placing his hand kindly on 

the child's shoulder leans over and gives the doorbell a solid ring. 

Crouching down to George’s level, Father John smiles benevolently and asks, 'And now what, my 

little man?' 

To which George replies with a beaming grin, 'Now we run!' 

Choices have consequences and costs, and each of us makes choices that carry huge 

consequences. When we choose a direction, we choose a destination. When we choose a master, 

we choose that master’s values, which become the guiding principles of our lives. We may try to 

avoid the cost and consequences of particular choices we make, but we cannot escape them; they 

come with the privilege of making choices. We see this in today's passage from Luke’s Gospel. It has 

to do with choosing discipleship, or to follow Jesus, and not looking back. 

ME: 

Sometimes it is tough for me to make a choice when I am ordering food at a restaurant. There are so 

many choices! Sometimes after I think I’ve made up my mind, and the waitress hasn't so come to 

take my order, I keep looking and change my mind. And then I change my mind again! I 

sometimes have to remind myself that this probably will not be my last meal, so I should just choose 

something. 

YOU: 

Do you ever have that kind of trouble? Or do you have the ability to choose from the menu 

quickly? Let’s look Together at what Jesus can teach us about this today in Luke’s Gospel: 

[Let’s join together in prayer first . . . 

GOD: 
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 Luke 9:51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go 

to Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered 

a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53 but they did not receive him, 

because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 When his disciples James and 

John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from 

heaven and consume them?” 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 Then they 

went on to another village.  

57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you 

wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the 

air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he 

said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60 But 

Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 

proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me 

first say farewell to those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a 

hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  

WE: 

There was a time when people would say they were not a member of a church, but they were very 

religious. But eventually the term “religious” became too specific and too demanding. That is when 

people began to say that they weren't very religious, but that they are very spiritual. 

They say that we are living in a time of great spiritual revival. There is so much interest in meditation, 

in noble spiritual thoughts, in books on how to develop your spiritual potential, and there are gurus 

who will enlighten you on spiritual matters. 

Barbara Brown Taylor writes: 

They want to grow closer to God, but not at the cost of creeds, confessions, and 

religious wars large or small. Some of them have resigned from religions they once 

belonged to, taking what was helpful with them while leaving the rest behind. Others 

have collected wisdom from the four corners of the world, which they use like cooks with 

a pantry full of spices. 

 It may be the name for a longing—for more meaning, more feeling, more connection, 

more life. When I hear people talk about spirituality, that seems to be what they are 
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describing. They know there is more to life than what meets the eye. They have drawn 

close to this “More” in nature, in love, in art, in grief. They would be happy for someone 

to teach them how to spend more time in the presence of this deeper reality, but when 

they visit the places where such knowledge is supposed to be found, they often find the 

rituals hollow and the language antique. 

 Yet they too can harbor the sense that there is more to life than they are being shown. 

This all seems a little mushy and vague, and that may be just the point! This appeal of “spirituality” 

may be that it is vague. “Spiritual” becomes whatever we want it to be, “whatever meets our 

need.”  

This is quite different from what we see in Luke’s Gospel. Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem. And you 

know what will happen there. Jesus is about to take up his cross and travel down a very narrow path 

alone. As he moves along this way, he invites us to walk with him. Three people come up to Jesus 

and announce, “I will follow you wherever.” It is then that Jesus confronts them with the specific 

demands of discipleship.  

We say, “Jesus, that sounds great! Wow, just wow! But we are really much more interested in 

spirituality!” 

Jesus asks us, “Are you ready to risk, parents, family, or home for me?“ 

I read about a couple being interviewed in TV. They were very grief stricken, having just lost an adult 

daughter in the tragedy of September 11, 2001. At the end of the brief dialogue, the reporter, sensing 

that he should say something before ending the conversation, said, “Well, er, I guess that you will 

be going to your place of worship this weekend to receive some consolation. 

The mother responded, “No, you see our religion teaches that we ought to forgive our enemies. 

And we are just to ready for that right now.” 

This woman knew something about the hazards of worshiping a God who has come to us 

specifically and concretely as a Jew named Jesus from Nazareth.  

As we see today in Luke, Jesus has some tough things to say to those who would be his followers. 

There were many who confidently swaggered up to Jesus saying, “I will follow you wherever you 

go.” 

Enthusiastic willingness to follow Christ would appear to be the exact opposite of the rejection 

expressed in the Samaritan village, and Jesus should be glad to hear it. But people can appear to be 
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enthusiastic about something without being fully committed to it. It is possible to want to follow 

Jesus because it seems to be a glamorous and exciting thing to do, and it is the journey, not Jesus, 

that attracts you. If you could be a part of the group of disciples, it could be possible to have a front-

row seat at the next miracle. Caught up in the excitement surrounding Jesus, a man did not wait for 

an invitation to follow, but enthusiastically proclaimed his willingness, regardless of where Jesus 

would go. 

Jesus wanted to balance the man’s enthusiasm with the realities of what life as one of his followers 

could mean. He replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man 

has no place to lay his head.” This must have been enough to quench the man’s enthusiasm, 

because we don’t hear anymore about him. Maybe he was just confused by that strange statement! I 

read that some think this is an incidental glimpse of the cost of the incarnation. And it shows that the 

follower of Jesus must not expect luxurious living. Jesus then turned to another man and said, 

“Follow me.” That man was interested in following Jesus, but said, “Lord, first let me go and bury 

my father.” A son was responsible for this last act of being a son. But the thing is, the father was 

probably even not close to dying. Another wanted to say good-bye to his family. Jesus invites 

everyone, “Follow me.” Two men who heard the invitation that day responded with interest and 

desire, but with conditions. 

We will follow you, but... 

 Earlier, when Peter, James, and John received the invitation, they “left everything and followed” 

Jesus right away. So did Levi. How often do the requirements of the kingdom of God get pushed 

back in our agendas, not because we deny them but because we delay them? When we delay a 

response we really often choose not to respond, regardless of how reasonable the reason for the 

delay may seem. “We will follow you, Lord, but …” shows interest, but attaches conditions.  

Jesus is not interested in negotiating with our conditions. 

Jospeh Stowell said: 

“Christ didn’t spread out a road map showing where he would lead them. He never 

does that. We would like to negotiate a deal and evaluate the small print before we 

sign on to follow. But followers don’t cut deals with Christ. They just follow. For 

followers, all the question marks fall into line behind Christ, who is the 

exclamation point.” 
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To the second man, Jesus said, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the 

kingdom of God.” To the third, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 

service in the kingdom of God.” Being fit for service in the Kingdom includes a willingness to pay 

the price for unconditional acceptance of the invitation to follow Christ. 

Jesus is demanding. He is not infinitely pliable. There is a great deal that we do not know about 

Jesus, a lot left unsaid by the Gospels. But just look at all we do know! 

In a world of undemanding deity and nebulous and fuzzy spirituality we are sometimes tempted 

to weasel out of our encounters with Jesus and perhaps choose a God of our own making and not a 

particular God like the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

It may seem best to make faith as broad and as universal in its appeal as we can. We talk of “love” 

without giving “love” the shape of the cross that makes Christian love so demanding. Or as some 

say, we call for “compassion,” “possibility thinking,” “self fulfillment,” or some other vague virtue 

that culture may be in the market for at this moment.  

We must trust Jesus enough to create the following that he deserves. The proper object of worship 

this morning is Jesus the Christ, not the “felt needs” of people in the pew or the world. 

Retired minister and author Bob Russell told this story about following: 

My wife and I were visiting our son Rusty and his family. One day Rusty was test-driving a foreign-

made car and was frustrated because he couldn't figure out how to change the speedometer reading 

from kilometers to miles. 

That evening he suggested we take the kids and all go out for ice cream. "We'll need to take two 

cars," he insisted, "so you and mom just follow me." I followed him … and was surprised when a 

policeman whizzed up behind us with his lights flashing. I couldn't imagine he was after me because 

it didn't feel like I was speeding. And besides, I was going the exact same speed as the guy in front 

of me. 

The officer came up to my window and said, "Sir, you were going 58 miles per hour in a 45 miles 

per hour zone. But wait right here, I'm going to deal with the car in front of you, and I'll be 

right back." When he went to my son's car, Rusty quivered, "Officer, I know this is going to sound 

like a line, but this is the first day I've driven this car, and I can't figure out how to change it 

from kilometers to miles, so I had no idea how fast I was going. The guy behind me is my dad, 

and he doesn't know what he's doing either!" 

THE SERMON IN A SENTENCE: 
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If we accept the call to follow Jesus without condition, we will follow some online 

who knows what he is doing! 

YOU: 

Will you follow Jesus without adding a “but?” or will you only follow Jesus on our terms? Are 

you spiritual and not religious? Or are you Spiritually religious? Open your eyes to God at work 

in the world. What possible spiritual significance could a trip to the grocery store have? How 

could something as common as a toothache be a door to greater life? 

CLOSE: 

The challenge for us as people who have chosen to follow Jesus is not that we get so busy believing 

that God was in Jesus but that God was in Jesus reconciling the world to himself. We can’t just make 

this faith mean anything we want. There is mystery, there is room for wonder, doubt, disagreement. 

But there are also these nasty particularities that make the Gospel so unavoidably abrasive and so 

very interesting! So instead of smoothing out the rough places between us and the good news of 

Jesus Christ, or at least trying to do so, let’s call attention to the peculiararities. Let's highlight the 

distance between our ways and God’s way. This distance is not minimized by our attempts to smooth 

things over until we can’t tell the difference between the incarnate Son of God and as Flannery 

O’Connor put it “our own sweet concoction!” 

And as someone said:  

Follow Jesus! We want to evangelize like D. L. Moody, pray like George Mueller, preach 

like Charles Swindoll, counsel like James Dobson, have her administrative abilities and 

his staff. But Christ keeps saying to me and to you, "What is that to you, really? 'You' 

follow 'me.'" 

We will follow you, but . . . Nothing . . . Jesus, we will follow you. 

let’s pray together . . . 


