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Jesus on the Fringe 

Luke 8:26-39


INTRO: 


Many of us probably think of the Christian faith as a way to fix and stabilize 

the world. The Bible reminds us that Jesus worked on the fringe of society. 

He worked were people twisting and turning in pain in shadowy places 

where they were in bondage to powerful and enslaving demons. Jesus 

dares to wade into a disruptive world order to heal and restore and repair 

the broken places and people. 


ME:


I love that about Jesus! He steps right into our pain and brings us healing 

to our brokenness and health to our disease. And he does that whether 

we are in the pew or in the trenches of life. Jesus comes to us and to oth-

ers on the fringe.


YOU:


Do you find this about Jesus? Does he come to you where you need 

him? Even if you are near a herd of pigs? You don't believe me, do 

you? 


Let’s pray together and I’ll show you...
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GOD:


 Luke 8:26  Then they arrived at the country of the 
Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27  As he 
stepped out on land, a man of the city who had 
demons met him. For a long time he had worn no 
clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the 
tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he fell down before 
him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have 
you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? 
I beg you, do not torment me”— 29  for Jesus had 
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the 
man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept 
under guard and bound with chains and shackles, 
but he would break the bonds and be driven by the 
demon into the wilds.) 30  Jesus then asked him, 
“What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many 
demons had entered him. 31 They begged him not to 
order them to go back into the abyss. 32 Now there 
on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and 
the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So 
he gave them permission. 33 Then the demons came 
out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd 
rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was 
drowned. 34  When the swineherds saw what had 
happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in 
the country. 35  Then people came out to see what 
had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they 
found the man from whom the demons had gone 
sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right 
mind. And they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen 
it told them how the one who had been possessed by 
demons had been healed. 37 Then all the people of 
the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked 
Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great 
fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38  The 
man from whom the demons had gone begged that 
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he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, 
saying, 39  “Return to your home, and declare how 
much God has done for you.” So he went away, 
proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus 
had done for him.

WE:


Jesus is out beyond the boundaries, out in Gentile territory. You did notice 

the pigs, right? That means it must be Gentile territory! He met a torment-

ed man who has been forced to live on the fringe.


This is a challenge to us who live out our faith in these comfy, quiet, and 

beautiful sanctuaries Sunday after Sunday. After all it is a very strange sto-

ry that has caused distress, alarm and comment from the beginning. The 

wild eyed, raving man, shouting, naked, bound in chains, the pigs, the 

screaming demons, the death of the pigs. It is a very strange and unusual 

story.


It is about Jesus entering the strange and the uncontrollable. It is about 

Jesus introducing healing, redeeming, creative power into a chaotic 

scene. It calls us out, it coaxes us out of our peaceful and stable world to 

places where people scream in pain and demons of the mind and the body 

do their demonic worst and where strange things happen that one cannot 

explain or contain.
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That is where Jesus is. That is where we must go today if we are to be with 

him.


Where is Jesus in today’s reading? He is on the fringe, out at the end of 

the world. It's a shadowy place that is the polar opposite of Galilee, his 

home base and territory. The man he meets might be diagnosed with 

schizophrenia or some severe personality disorder today. He is truly disor-

dered: naked, raving, and screaming incoherently at the top of his lungs. A 

picture of mental illness at the very worst. He is so sick he has been bound 

in chains to protect him from himself and to protect others from himself 

too.


Jesus takes charge of the situation, commands the demons to come out. 

And so, the demons come out and enter some nearby pigs who take off 

running down the hill and jump of a cliff to their deaths in a lake!


And somehow, that does the trick! The man is sitting there in his right mind! 

What a strange story: 


a demon freed man healed and sitting at the feet of 
Jesus catching his breath and thinking clearly for the first 
time in forever. 

Jesus sends the guy back home renewed and redeemed and restored to 

health, telling everyone who will listen all that God had done for him.




5

This all takes place on the outside fringe of polite, respectable, well or-

dered religion. There are a few things we can take away from this wild story!


1.	 Where is Jesus? He wades out into the swirling whirlwind of raw hu-

man pain and emotion. He does not stay on safe, churchy ground at a 

distance from the real needs of people. He dives in, reaches out, touch-

es and heals. This means that if today you or someone you love, is in 

the shadowy state of confusion and craziness, there is a good chance 

that Jesus is there too. Probably much better than a good chance he is 

there. This includes skeptics too! 

In his book The Best Kept Secret of Christian Mission, John Dickson writes 

about his introduction to the Christian faith:


Under God, my own conversion was the result of one 
person's willingness to embody the mission of the "friend 
of sinners." … One of the relics of Australia's Christian 
heritage is the once-a-week Scripture lesson offered in 
many state high schools around the country. … One of 
these Scripture teachers—named Glenda—had the 
courage to invite my entire class to her home for 
discussions about God. The invitation would have gone 
unnoticed, except that she added: 

"If anyone gets hungry I'll be making hamburgers, 
milkshakes, and scones."

As I looked around the room at all my friends—all 
skeptics like me—I was amazed that this woman would 
open her home (and kitchen) to us. Some of the lads 
were among the worst "sinners" in our school: 
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one was a drug user (and seller), one was a class clown 
and bully, and one was a petty thief with a string of 
breaking-and-entering charges to his credit.

I could not figure Brenda out. She was wealthy and 
intelligent. She had an exciting social life married to a 
leading Australian businessman. What was she 
thinking inviting us for a meal and discussion? At no 
point was this teacher pushy or preachy. Her style was 
completely relaxed and incredibly generous. When her 
VCR went missing one day, she made almost nothing of 
it, even though she suspected (quite reasonably) it was 
someone from our group. For me, her open, flexible, 
generous attitude toward us "sinners" was the doorway 
into a life of faith. As we ate and drank and talked, it was 
clear this was no missionary ploy on her part. She truly 
cared for us and treated us like friends or, perhaps more 
accurately, like sons. As a result, over the course of the 
next year, she introduced several of us from the class to 
the ultimate "friend of sinners," Jesus.

As they say, we should spend enough time with sinners that we ruin our 

reputation with religious people. But only if you want to be like Jesus!


Jesus goes to the fringe.


2.	 What does Jesus do? He reaches out. He does more than just offer 

kind words of concern. He goes right after the problem. He rebukes 

those demons, casts them out freeing and restoring the man. Jesus 

acts.


Jesus acts when things seem the darkest. He doesn't simply offer consol-

ing words, he does what needs to be done. In an interview shortly before 
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his death, Dallas Willard, a philosophy professor who wrote about spiritual 

formation in the church, was asked about the challenges facing the church. 

Dr. Willard spent much of his life addressing the problem of why the church 

isn't raising up more people who look and act like Jesus. At the end of that 

two hour interview, Willard was asked this pointed question: "When you 

look at how off track the church is, do you ever just throw up your 

hands in despair?"


Willard smiled and said, "Never."


"But how can you not?" the interviewer asked.


"Because," he said, "I know Christ is the head of his church and he 

knows what he's doing."


Jesus acts.


3.	 What does Jesus command? Jesus heals the poor guy and lets the 

man go home. So the man excitedly volunteers to follow Jesus, but Je-

sus says for him instead to, “Return home and tell the story of what 

God has done for you.” That’s evangelism, effective evangelism. 

Sometimes Jesus commands us to venture out, to travel along with him 

from place to place . Sometimes Jesus commands things that are a lot 

tougher:

 to go home and tell those closest to us what God 
has done for us.
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I know, this takes courage. I know it does. But think of how much glory we 

bring to God when we are courageous. Think of how exalted God is when 

we get over ourselves and trust in the story of his work in our lives enough 

to share it with others. Let me show you what I mean.


Jack Groppel, who works with leaders to develop peak performance, 

showed two video clips in a presentation. The first video was of a group of 

NFL linebackers who showed up for some training at Groppel's center in 

the swamplands of Florida. Groppel had an assignment for them: 


all the linebackers were to run to the perimeter fence of 
the center, grab a ribbon from a post, and then run back 
to base camp. Groppel then added one final, important 
detail: 

a wild boar had been spotted in the forest that morning. 
He explained how dangerous wild boars can be and how 
they all needed to be on high alert.

Off they went. A cameraman had been planted along the forest trail, hiding 

behind the bushes. These massive linemen come around the corner look-

ing quite panicky. This is when the cameraman begins to snort and rustle 

the bushes. The football players all turn tail and run, squealing like school-

girls.


Then Groppel showed another video clip. It was of the same training sce-

nario, only this time it's with CIA operatives. At the point where those oper-

atives come around the corner and the alleged wild boar starts snorting 
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and rustling, each operative gets into combat position and holds his 

ground.


Now you tell me—whose organization was most exalted by the 

courage of its members? 

Jesus commands us to have the courage to tell others the story all that 

God has done in our lives.


THE SEMRON IN A SENTENCE:


Jesus is on the fringe doing what needs to be done 
calling us to act to and to act to and to have the 
courage to tell others all that God is doing in our life.

YOU:


How will you look to find Jesus on the fringe? When you find him do-

ing what needs to be done, will you join him in acting? How will you 

ever get the courage tp tell those closest to you, and even interested 

people you don't know, all that God has done in your life? 

CLOSE:


So here we are in church. We were all fixed, stable, and secure weren't 

we? Things were going pretty well. But then we opened the Bible, read the 

story, were encountered by Jesus and things broke loose, got unstuck, and 
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became really strange. But it had to . . . so that there might be some heal-

ing and restoration. 


Go forth, go home, and tell everybody how much God has done for deeply 

broken, severely troubled people, for you, for me, for the whole world.


Let’s pray together for eyes to see and arms to acts 
and courage to tell . . .


