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The Glory of God 

John 17:20-26


INTRO:


Glory be! What is glory? Glory is an important idea throughout Scripture. 


Glory is The distinctive feature of the presence of God, 
often compared to power, weight or brightness. Scripture 
affirms that God’s glory is made known through his work 
of creation, his acts of intervention in history and 
supremely in the life and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

We believe God is the most glorious being in existence. And we think that 

humans are created in the image of God and can participate, even though 

imperfectly, in divine glory as image-bearers. So Christians are instructed 

to "let your light shine before people, that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven."


Jesus, though, has a very strange definition of glory. He is a crucified sav-

ior who reigns from a cross. The risen Christ still bears the scars of the 

cross. He calls us to share in his glory and in his ministry, promising us that 

where he is, we will be also. 


ME:
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That helps me to really begin understand glory. But, I’m glad that I'm here 

this morning for more information about the Glory of God.


YOU:


Do you understand what glory is from what I've shared so far? Maybe 

you are already and expert on glory and I should sit and let you share 

with us? Anyone? When you do not understand something about God, 

where would you turn to for help? How about we turn to God for help?


Let’s pray together first...

GOD:


 John 17:20  “I ask not only on behalf of these, but 
also on behalf of those who will believe in me 
through their word, 21  that they may all be one. As 
you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also 
be in us, so that the world may believe that you have 
sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have 
given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 
23  I in them and you in me, that they may become 
completely one, so that the world may know that you 
have sent me and have loved them even as you have 
loved me. 24 Father, I desire that those also, whom 
you have given me, may be with me where I am, to 
see my glory, which you have given me because you 
loved me before the foundation of the world. 
25 “Righteous Father, the world does not know you, 
but I know you; and these know that you have sent 
me. 26  I made your name known to them, and I will 
make it known, so that the love with which you have 
loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 
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WE:


This is Jesus’s prayer before his crucifixion. Jesus speaks of his return to 

glory. Jesus speaks of his “hour of glory.” We all think we kind of know 

what glory means. But in John’s Gospel it has different meaning. When Je-

sus says that the Father is going to glorify him it means that the Father re-

veals himself to Jesus and through his death. When Jesus turned the water 

into wine at Cana of Galilee, it was said that his disciples believed in him 

because “he revealed his glory.” In John is a story of the growing mani-

festations of Jesus’s glory in word and deed; but it is a glory that ends with 

his death. Jesus often refers to his death as his glorification. 


It is only from the perspective of the cross that we 
see the true glory of Jesus. 

Jesus makes a rather amazing statement about his disciples: 


“The glory that you the Father have given me I have 
given them, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 

Jesus prayed to his Father, giving his disciples the glory. Now is the time 

when Jesus at last gives us the glory. Glory was what we expected of him. 

And glory is what we got from him, but not the sort of glory we expected. 


I read of a man you might accuse of verbal inflation. He tends toward exag-

geration and extravagance. Someone says, “This was a really good 

book.” He says, “This book was a work of genius, a marvelous, splen-
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did book!” You might look at a sunset and say, “Beautiful!” This guy says, 

“The most splendid, magnificent sunset in the history of sunsets!”


There are times when even he cracks under the strain of the moment. 

Once he participated in a worship service with glorious music and glori-

ous preaching in a glorious old church and, when the service was over, he 

simply said, “Glory!” We may say something is wonderful or marvelous, 

but we do not call something “glorious” unless it really is. When are you 

in your glory? 


Glory. There were only four minutes left in the game. The L.A. Lakers did 

everything possible to keep the ball away from Michael Jordan in the last 

moments. But Jordan defied the laws of physics, grabbed the ball, plunged 

in toward the net, twirled in midair, and dunked it, winning the game for the 

Chicago Bulls! It was Jordan’s time of glory. 


Glory. She had labored in the back woods of Minnesota for thirty years, 

working her craft as a poet. Finally, thirty years into her labors, she began 

to get recognition. A book of her poems had become a bestseller in the 

poetry world. In June her college summoned her for an honorary degree. 

And this once quiet, unknown English major at the college at last stood on 

the stage, receiving a standing ovation from the crowd. She wept with 

tears of joy to finally have her work validated in this way. She was in glory.  
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Glory. Throughout the Gospel of John, Jesus speaks of glory. Jesus and 

his disciples go to a wedding. You know the story. The wine gives out. The 

mother of Jesus comes to him saying, “They have no wine.” Jesus tells 

the servants to fill the water jars up to the brim with water. And the water is 

turned to wine. There was an overflowing abundance. And right there, in 

Cana of Galilee, John says that Jesus’ disciples see Jesus’ glory. 


It usually takes a moment like that for us to see glory. We plod along in our 

usual ruts, victims of the ordinary and the everyday. And then there comes, 

in some stunningly shining moment, an outbreak of glory. The ordinary veil 

of the everyday pulls back, the light shines, and everything is transformed 

into brilliant golden hues, and we see glory. 


One reason why we come to church is to share in the glory of God, to 

have some of God’s splendor shine upon us. And fortunately, we often ex-

perience great glory. Jesus says that he is going to prepare a place for us, 

so that we will go where he goes. Today he says that the glory of God is 

his glory as well and we will be privileged to share in that glory. Are you 

prepared to share in the glory of a crucified God? 


Father Richard Rohr said that a we are already in God’s 
presence, what's missing is awareness.

THE SERMON IN A SENTENCE:
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We are prepared to share in the glory of the risen 
Christ when we open our eyes and our lives to the 
presence of God that surrounds us.

YOU: When are you in your glory? Are you ready to share in the glory 

of the risen Christ?


CLOSE:


At the end of his earthly ministry, Jesus gathered with his disciples at a ta-

ble for a meal for which Jesus was the host. While Jesus was serving them 

food, “an argument broke out among the disciples over which one of 

them should be regarded as the greatest!” What an ironic thing consid-

ering what Jesus was doing for them at that very moment. Jesus contrast-

ed the leadership of the Gentiles who love to lord over people with that of 

his followers: 


“The greatest among you must become like a person 
of lower status and the leader like a servant. . . . I am 
among you as one who serves” (22: 26-27). 

Jesus thus shouldered a strange definition of greatness and glory. So you, 

so we, are instructed to "let your light shine before people, that they 

may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven."


Let’s pray together before we go do that...


