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Advent and Anger 
Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 3:1-6

INTRO:


Unfamiliar images of God fill our second Sunday in Advent. 


Malachi tells of a day when God will finally redeem a broken and fallen 

world. 


He speaks of God as a refining fire who will get hot and burn away the im-

purities. 


God is coming to judge Israel, to purge Israel’s sins. 


God loves Israel so much that he holds them to account and supports and 

affirms us. 


Our world is not exactly as God intended the world to be when he created 

it in the beginning. 


So the prophets preach fierce judgment against our unrighteousness. 


God is angry at the way we have misrepresented God to 
the world. 

Can there be redemption before those needing to be redeemed know 

they need it? 
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If we really want to be prepared for the birth of Jesus this year, then we 

must face God’s judgment against us. 


God loves us too much to leave us to whither on the vine. 


God comes to us, reveals the truth to us, and enables us to bear the 

truth in order that we might be able to receive the Christ who comes 

to redeem us.
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ME:


I read how after the first half of a very tough football game the coach came 

in and fumed, cursed, and raged, singling out a number of players for spe-

cific comment. 


Some had never seen the coach so angry. 


On the way out of the locker room, one football player said, “Coach only 

yells at us because he loves us. All he wants is for us to be the best 

that we can be.”


The others wouldn’t really know what that meant until sometime later. 


One realized it when he heard a strange preacher shout a sermon in the 

desert: 


“Messiah is coming, and is he ever angry!” 

And all he wants is for us to be the best we can be.
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YOU: 

Do you think God loves you? 


Do you know God loves you? 


Even if he disciplines you, even if he gets angry with you. 


Or better, you know he does because he disciplines you and gets angry 

with you because he wants you to be the best that you can be.


So let’s buckle up and get ready to hear for Malachi and think about Anger 

and Advent.


We had better pray together first… 
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GOD:


Malachi 3:1-4


 Malachi 3:1 See, I am sending my messenger to 
prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—
indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 

2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and 
who can stand when he appears? For he is like a 
refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 

3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he 
will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them 
like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
the Lord in righteousness. 

4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 
pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in 
former years. 
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WE:


What?! 


We are in Advent, right? 


We are, but it sounds like a judgmental and angry advent, doesn't it? 


It started out all right, with the talk of sending someone to prepare the 

way, but it went somewhere else quickly! 


This season is so filled with emotions. 


Christmas is the season of joy. Joy . . . excitement . . . eagerness in chil-

dren, yes. 


We are called to “Rejoice!”


What we need to think about though, is anger. 


Not an emotion usually emphasized at Christmas. 


This is not so strange if you payed attention at all to the reading from 

Malachi. 


They say that the first word of Homer’s [Iliad] is menin, which means 

anger. 
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They translate the line, “Sing, o goddess, of the anger of Achilles, son of 

Peleus,” but really it should read,“Anger . . . sing it, goddess, the one 

belonging to Achilles son of Peleus.” 


The early Greeks saw anger as a chief impulse of action and a major 

reason for tragedy. 


For Homer, the hero walks a path between cowardice and blind fury.


But for the later, more philosophical Greeks, anger was subhuman and 

the wise learn to harness it. 


Plato said that our souls are like a charioteer who works to control two 

horses who are pulling in different directions. 


These horses are reason and emotion. 


For Plato, the good soul learns to hold the reins in a way that one horse 

(reason, of course) is dominant. 


One who is wise learns to keep passion — emotions such as anger, rage, 

and desire — in check by the moderating power of reason.


Even reasonable and moderate Plato knew that reason alone is not enough 

to motivate us. 




8

Reason does a great job of helping us avoid doing wrong, but it lacks the 

energy needed to motivate us to do good. 


Plato said that we need to be really passionate about something in or-

der to do good.


Some suggest that some of the greatest good done in the world is done 

because of anger. 


The prophet Jeremiah did not really want to speak the truth to Israel. 


He lived in a terribly tragic time. 


The merciless armies of Assyria had overrun Israel. 


Jeremiah told Israel that God was punishing Israel for its sin. 


Can you imagine telling some suffering, hurting 
person that she is suffering because of her errors of 
judgment, her mistakes, her sin? 

The prophets say that sort of thing all the time. 


Tough words, but true. 


And what about Jesus? 


Did he ever get angry? 
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In anger, “gentle Jesus, meek and mild” took a whip and drove the mon-

eychangers from the temple, crashing over their tables, damaging their 

goods and trade.


Why would a nice person like Jesus do something 
like that? 

“Because passion for your house has consumed me,” says Psalm 69, 

which the disciples recalled in light of Jesus’ actions in the temple. 


Jesus was acting like a prophet, someone who loves 
the truth of God more than anything else and who 
becomes angry when the truth is not honored.

Anger can be a dangerous emotion. 


But what about righteous indignation? 


We like to think of the Christian faith in a platonic and friendly fashion. 


Christianity is a religion of peace. Christianity helps sooth ruffled feathers. 


Christians are those who, from training over a lifetime one Sunday at a 

time, know how to sit quietly and listen. 


Once a well-meaning parent tried to quiet her young children’s voices with, 


“Shush! Now’s the time for church voices! No loud 
talking. Church voices.” 
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But the guy who said, “everything in moderation,” was a pagan philoso-

pher, not Jesus. 


Jesus wept for the fate of his beloved Jerusalem, and his loud voice in the 

temple appealed to unrestricted prophetic zeal. 


We believe that God loves us. 


But today’s Scriptures reminder us that God loves us enough to be angry 

with us. 


God expects more out of us than we expect out of ourselves, holding us 

up to a higher standard of righteousness than that we use to judge our-

selves.


 “Messiah is coming!” John the Baptist tells the waiting crowds. 


“And is he ever angry! We have not been living as we should.”


“What are we to do?” they ask. 


“Repent!” John responds, “Change, turn around, live your life moving in 

another direction.”


WE:


In Luke, we saw that John called the people to repentance. 


John Locke said:
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“Repentance is a heart sorrow for our past 
misdeeds, and a sincere resolution and an endeavor 
to the utmost of our power, to conform all our 
actions to the law of God. It does not consist in one 
single act of sorrow, but in doing works meet for 
repentance; in a sincere obedience to the law of 
Christ for the remainder of our lives.”

Jesus said, “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to re-

pentance.” 


The forgiveness of sins is the most wonderful thing God could ever offer 

us. 


We are all sinners who need to be forgiven. 


We need our sinfulness to be dealt with by the forgiving and cleansing 

grace. 


John called people to repent and pointed them to Jesus, “the Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 


The reason John appeared was to prepare the way for the Son of God, not 

just to baptize people. 


He fulfilled a prophecy of another prophet, Isaiah, who said: “A voice of 

one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord.’” 


John’s purpose was to prepare the way for someone greater than himself .
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John preached that all humanity will see God’s salvation. 


The Word of God was for everyone, not just the Jews. 


Luke’s first readers were Greeks — they were outsiders who he wanted to 

know were included in God’s salvation. 


The Word from God is that salvation is for everyone—including you and 

me. 


Everyone can see and experience this salvation.


John’s preaching drew great crowds, but not everyone came wanting to 

enter the kingdom of God. 


Some were motivated by a desire to flee from the coming wrath. 


A desire to escape punishment is a good start, but God wants us to be 

drawn by his love, not driven by fear. 


Escaping the coming wrath requires repentance of our sin and accep-

tance of God’s grace.


A relationship with God does not come from our heritage, and John 

warned that being children of Abraham would not save them. God’s chil-

dren are to produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 


APPLY:
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On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted his 95 theses on the door of All 

Saints Church. 


The professor of moral theology at the University of Wittenberg was 

proposing an academic debate about indulgences— the practice of doing 

good works or offering money in order to remove punishment for sin. 


Luther was bothered by how indulgences encouraged people to pay for 

forgiveness rather than repent. 


Instead, Luther argued: 


“Our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, when he said, 
'Repent,' (meant) that the whole life of believers should 
be repentance."

That is as difficult to swallow today as it was then. 


We are not the first to notice how absent the theme of repentance is today. 


Karl Menninger's 1988 bestseller Whatever Became of Sin? could have 

easily included a sequel, Whatever Became of Repentance?


They say repentance is unpopular because we're "addicted" to justify-

ing our own actions and pointing out the evil in others. 


If we really looked at our own self-centeredness and pride we’d have to 

admit that we are also hypocrites and moral failures. 
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Well, yes. 


That's why Jesus came, to save the world from itself and to save us from 

ourselves. 


That's why the word repentance is usually connected to the phrase "good 

news," as Mark highlights in his summary of Jesus' early preaching: 


"Repent and believe the good news!" 

 SERMON IN A SENTENCE:


The good news is that God is angry with us and in 
his love he has done something about it — he sent 
Jesus!
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YOU:


Do you think God loves you? 


Do you know God loves you? 


Even if he disciplines you, even if he gets angry at you. 


Or better, you know he loves you because he disciplines you and gets an-

gry at you because he wants you to be the best that you can be. 


Not so that he can then love you, you already have his love. 


But so that he can love others through you.
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CLOSE:


Someone once said:


Look! I’m standing at the door and knocking. If any 
hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to be 
with them, and will have dinner with Look! I’m 
standing at the door and knocking. If any hear my 
voice and open the door, I will come in to be with 
them, and will have dinner with me.

Jesus said that in Revelation 3. 


Repentance is the key that opens that door. 


So the anger of the prophets captures our attention at Advent and we open 

our lives to changing and becoming more like God created us to be.


Let’s pray to him now…



