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OUR FUTURE WITH GOD 

1 Samuel 1:4-20


INTRO:


Today we meet again, or perhaps for the first time, an old woman who is 

childless. At the time and place she lived, this meant that she was also fu-

tureless. Children are our future and she was well beyond the possibility of 

having children. As we learned a couple of weeks ago, though, God can 

make a way when there seems to be no way.


This woman’s name is Hannah and we will see that God shows up and 

Hannah is given the incredible gift of a child. She knows this baby is a gift 

and she dedicates him to God immediately. She names his Samuel and the 

rest is history. But it is also the future, even our future with God.


She is given a child from God and she in turn gives him back to God. Han-

nah turns her good fortune into a vocation. This blessing she will receive 

will also become blessings for others as he grows up serving God and be-

ing a part of God’s loving work in the world. 


The Bible often relates gifts with vocation. God usually blesses us and 

then gives us assignments. This is how our futures . . . become intertwined 
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with God’s future. Our lives count for something as they are caught up in 

the purposes of God in the world.


ME:


I read about a speaker at a high school commencement who urged all the 

graduates to have a dream, to follow their dream, to let no one or nothing 

deter them from their life’s dream. And this sort of talk is fine, but not par-

ticularly Christian. Christians are people who are attempting to live their 

lives in such a way that God may get what God dreams. 


YOU:


How does God help explain your life? How does God account for who 

you are? Can you answer? We are pretty good at explaining ourselves on 

the basis of ourselves, aren't we? Our lives are products of our desires, 

our choices, and our efforts.


The Bible tries to teach us to narrate our lives as part of God’s work with 

us. The life you live is not necessarily your own. God has desires, choices, 

and efforts to make our lives something that God wants. 


So, what's the problem this week? How does our future connect and 

intersect with God’s choices, desires, and efforts? Let’s see what God’s 

answer is this morning in 1 Samuel.


Let’s pray together first... 
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 GOD:


 1 Samuel 1:4 On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, 
he would give portions to his wife Peninnah and to 
all her sons and daughters; 5 but to Hannah he gave 
a double portion, because he loved her, though the 
Lord had closed her womb. 6  Her rival used to 
provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the 
Lord had closed her womb. 7 So it went on year by 
year; as often as she went up to the house of the 
Lord, she used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah 
wept and would not eat. 8 Her husband Elkanah said 
to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not 
eat? Why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you 
than ten sons?” 

9 After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah 
rose and presented herself before the Lord. Now Eli 
the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost 
of the temple of the Lord. 10  She was deeply 
distressed and prayed to the Lord, and wept bitterly. 
11 She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you 
will look on the misery of your servant, and 
remember me, and not forget your servant, but will 
give to your servant a male child, then I will set him 
before you as a nazirite until the day of his death. He 
shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor 
shall touch his head.” 

12  As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli 
observed her mouth. 13 Hannah was praying silently; 
only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; 
therefore Eli thought she was drunk. 14 So Eli said to 
her, “How long will you make a drunken spectacle of 
yourself? Put away your wine.” 15  But Hannah 
answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply 
troubled; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, 
but I have been pouring out my soul before the Lord. 
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16  Do not regard your servant as a worthless 
woman, for I have been speaking out of my great 
anxiety and vexation all this time.” 17  Then Eli 
answered, “Go in peace; the God of Israel grant the 
petition you have made to him.” 18  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the 
woman went to her quarters, ate and drank with her 
husband, and her countenance was sad no longer.

19  They rose early in the morning and worshiped 
before the Lord; then they went back to their house 
at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the 
Lord remembered her. 20  In due time Hannah 
conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, 
for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 

WE:


The way the two wives are introduced in the verses just before our pas-

sage:(Hannah, Peninnah, then Peninnah, Hannah) prepares us to expect 

that the barren wife will become the mother of a son. Hannah, whose name 

means ‘grace’, was being tested, just like famous women before her.


The high point in the family’s year was the annual trip to Shiloh for worship 

and sacrifice with the whole community. Whether this was the feast of the 

Lord mentioned in Judges 21:19, or was simply a family festival, is not im-

portant for an understanding of the story.


While everyone else enjoyed themselves, Hannah prayed at the Temple. 

She was so upset that she did even not notice Eli. She just presented her 

desperate situation in prayer to the Lord. 
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For her, the power of the Lord of hosts was not confined 
to military exploits; she believed he knew all about her 
and could give her a son. 

She would acknowledge that any son born to her was in answer to prayer, 

and therefore she vowed to give him back to the God who gave him. No 

razor touching his head implies a Nazirite vow, like that prescribed by the 

angel of the Lord for Samson. Hannah voluntarily undertook the vow on 

her son’s behalf. He would be known by his uncut hair to be consecrated 

to the Lord. The origins of this practice seem to go back into ancient times. 

To this simple country woman, desperate for a son, it was the appropriate 

way of showing her gratitude.


Eli did not understand what was going on. He was quick to criticize what 

he assumed to be drunken behavior. It was a terrible mistake, but no doubt 

it tells us something about the kind of problems he frequently had to deal 

with. Once he saw the sincerity of her faith he did his best to reassure her. 

When he said go in peace it shows that he accepted her explanation and 

he added his priestly prayer for its fulfillment.


There is an important contrast between the Hannah before her prayer en-

counter with Eli and the Hannah who returned to join the family. Outwardly 

nothing had changed, inwardly she was joyful and full of assurance that 

her prayer would be answered.




6

The family made an early start but, they worshipped before setting off for 

home. God remembered Hannah, just like he had remembered Noah, and 

his covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, not that God’s memory was 

faulty but to this indicates that he was about to work out his unfolding pur-

pose. So, Hannah gave birth to Samuel, whose name means ‘the name of 

God is El.’ This refers to the power of the God to whom she had prayed. 

The power of the God who changed this childless, futureless woman into a 

woman who had a child and a future.


THE SERMON IN A SENTENCE:


Dream about our future with God as God makes it 
happen starting now around us and through us and 
in us!

YOU:


What is your dream? What is it you long for? What is it that you work 

for?  What do you think God wants?


CLOSE:


Years ago preaching professor Fred Craddock and his wife were on vaca-

tion in the Smoky Mountains. It was the last day of vacation, and they’d 

stopped at a favorite little cafe called the Blackberry Inn. They didn't want 

to be bothered.
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Well, this old country fellow walked in, just talking to everyone (you know 

the type). Fred thought, curses, as he hid his face behind the menu. Sure 

enough, the old guy came to Fred’s table:


You guys on vacation?

Yes.

Having a good time?

I was thought Fred.

Gonna be here long?

No, not at all.

What do you do?

That was the question Fred had been waiting for 
because he could shut people down with the answer: 
Well, I'm a professor of homiletics and theology.

The old man lit up and said, You're a preacher man! 
Well, I got a preacher story for you!

He pulled us a chair and sat down

Yeah, I was born back in these mountains. My 
momma wasn't married. We lived in a shack outside 
of town. The other women own town used to spend 
time guessing who my daddy was. And I didn't know 
who my daddy was. That was a real problem back 
then.

My momma worked a lot. Other kinds weren't 
allowed to play with a boy like me. I would hide in the 
weeds at recess, and I ate my lunch alone. They said 
I wasn't any good and I'd never amount to anything.
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< Kids used to call me Ben the bastard boy . . . I thought bastard boy 

was sky last name.


(We know they wouldn't call him that at church; 
they'd find other ways to call him the same thing.)

Sometimes I'd sneak in and sit at the back so I could 
sneak out before the service ended. But this one day, 
I just got lost in what the preacher was saying. 
Before I knew it, Church was over. The aisles got all 
jammed up. Folks were looking at me. I was making 
for the back door quick as I could when all of a 
sudden I felt this big hand in my shoulder.

This big voice boomed, ‘Boy!’ It was the preacher 
man himself ! He said, ‘Boy!’ I froze. He talked so 
loud everybody heard hi as he said. ‘Boy, who’s your 
daddy? Boy, I know who your daddy is.’ That was a 
knife in my gut, and I wondered if he did know who 
my daddy was. He said, “Boy, let’s see...why, you’re 
a child of’ ...he paused and everyone listened, ‘Boy 
you're a child of God, and I see a striking 
resemblance!’ Then he swatted me on the bottom 
and said, ‘ Now you run along and go claim your 
inheritance.’

Fred looked at the old guy. He seemed familiar, 
soFred Asked ‘Sir, what's your name?’The old guy 
said, ‘Ben Hooper.’ Fred replied, ‘ Ben Hooper...Ben 
Hooper... Oh Yes! I remember my daddy telling me 
about you, the illegitimate boy elected twice the 
governor of Tennessee.’

Old Governor Hooper looked up at Fred and with 
tears in his eyes said, ‘I was born that day.’
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That is the day he began his future with God. When did you begin your 

future with God? When will you begin your future with God?



