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Faith: Playing It or Living It? 

Mark 12:38-44


INTRO:


Practicing what we preach. This is an important thing for us to do. Being 

what we believe is another way of putting it. This is what we are going to 

think about today, Faith: Are we playing it or are we living it?


ME:


Saying it is easily, isn't it? Doing it is harder. I have been losing weight for a 

couple of years now. I have really picked up lateley, though. Over the sum-

mer Susannah asked me why I talked to everyone about my diet. I told her 

I was not bragging bit was excited that I had found a way to lose weight 

pretty easily and wanted to share it with others. Before annual conference 

she helped me realize that others might notice my weight loss, but that I 

should “Be Quiet About my Diet!” Easy to say, but tougher to do! I decid-

ed to try to let others notice and ask about it and then maybe say how I did 

it. I was not entirely successful, though.


YOU:


How are you at doing what you stay? If you're great at it, will you be my 

coach? So, what's the problem? Religious people, invading us, have a 
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tough time doing what's they say they believe. Let’s see what's jesus can 

teach us about this in Mark’s Gospel.


But first . . . We pray . . .


GOD:


Mark 12: 38-44

As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who 
like to walk around in long robes, and to be greeted 
with respect in the marketplaces,  and to have the 
best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at 
banquets! They devour widows’ houses and for the 
sake of appearance say long prayers. They will 
receive the greater condemnation.” He sat down 
opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting 
money into the treasury. Many rich people put in 
large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small 
copper coins, which are worth a penny.  Then he 
called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell 
you, this poor widow has put in more than all those 
who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them 
have contributed out of their abundance; but she out 
of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she 
had to live on.”

WE:


Jesus was calling out the teachers of the law . . . for parading around in 

public and in places of worship for the purpose of being seen and ad-

mired for their appearance of righteousness. Then Jesus described their 

total disregard for others, as “they devour widows’ houses and for a 



3

show make lengthy prayers.” Knowing what Jesus really meant by “de-

vouring” is not easy, but it seems to be about religious leaders who are 

serving as trustees or guardians of the estates of widows. They have pock-

eted much more than their proper share. 


The caring for widows has a longstanding tradition 
throughout the Hebrew Bible (Exod. 22:21–24; Deut. 
24:17; Ps. 146:9; Isa. 1:17; Jer. 7:6), and a woman in the 
ancient world was particularly vulnerable. Surprisingly, 
teachers of the law were normally from the poorer 
classes, and kindness shown to them was considered an 
act of personal piety. 

So, the hypocrisy of the scribes is most likely in the face of gracious acts 

of kindness from unsuspecting widows. And so, Jesus’ harsh words, 

“Such men will be punished most severely.” 

Now . . . the revealing part of what Jesus meant. Jesus sat down opposite 

the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their 

money into the temple treasury. The exact location of this Temple treasury 

box is unknown, but it is prtobably one of the thirteen trumpet-shaped col-

lection chests placed throughout the court of the women. The wealthy 

threw in large amounts. This fact is contrasted with a widow who threw in a 

tiny amount. The coinage was the smallest denomination in use in Pa-

lestine. It was a copper coin worth less that 1/100th of a denarius. The two 

coins together formed less than 1/64th of a day’s wages for a common 

worker.
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Of course, there were many other people contributing to the Temple trea-

sury, but Jesus used the giving of the widow as an object lesson for his 

disciples. Calling his disciples, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, this poor 

widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave 

out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything . . . all 

she had to live on.” It is interesting that the last time the disciples were 

named in the narrative was following the withering of the fig tree way back 

in 11:14. Ever since, though they most certainly were present, they have 

taken a back seat to Jesus’ ongoing conversations with the Jewish lead-

ers. Now in the climactic instruction in the Temple, Jesus spoke to his dis-

ciples. Note Jesus’ “calling of the disciples” and then Jesus’ beginning 

the unpacking of the events with the phrase “I tell you the truth” Mark’s 

readers know that what follows is important. 


Jesus called all those who follow him to abandon the 
human way of bestowing honor and to adopt Kingdom 
principles. 

This is where the first will be last and the last will be first. Even more, Je-

sus’ private teaching to his disciples was in complete agreement with the 

previous rebuke of the teachers of the law, who only desire public honor 

from people, all the while rejecting the value system of God and the Scrip-

tures.


Beware of the scribes: the scribes or ‘writers’ had now been effectively si-

lenced, just as the politically minded Sadducees had been silenced a few 
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verses earlier. Such honesty and plain talk surely increased the antagonism 

of the religious leaders towards Jesus.


These scribal teachers of the law liked all the fame and outward honor that 

their unquestioned intellectual mastery of Scripture brought to them. They 

were, by this time, professional biblical expositors and commentators, and 

devoted to the biblical text as few others have been; they were conserva-

tive and reverent in their approach to the Bible as they knew it. But the 

gospels often warn against them, just like we see here. Had they rejected 

the authority of Scripture, their conduct would have been hard to explain. 

They were left without excuse. For those who accept the Bible as a rule of 

faith and conduct, there is no excuse for disobedience.


The law teachers not only loved the outward show and empty glory of reli-

gious observance, which is the sin of pride; they also loved money, which 

is the sin of covetousness. Yet all the time they covered this with lengthy 

prayers, a fact which invested all their other sins with the new quality of 

hypocrisy. 


The widow and orphan should above all others have 
been the objects of their compassion and prayer 
because they are the objects of God’s special concern. 

Instead, they robbed them. It is precisely because they pray, that their con-

demnation will be the more severe, more than that of a thief who robs out-

right without all the pretense of prayer or religion.
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To put it another way, Jesus criticizes the scribes for enjoying all the bene-

fits of religion without living the ethical demands of faithfulness, especially 

in regard to the treatment of the vulnerable. By contrast, we encounter a 

widow who enjoys none of the social benefits of faith but is completely 

obedient to it. 


It is surprising who might put us to shame in their ability to live what they 

believe. We beleive in Jesus . . . the love of God in human form. We just 

watch him live in a way that reveals to us how we should live. But we lust 

can’t do it. But we need to try. Not because that will save us, but because 

God’s grace in Jesus Christy has already saved us, redeemed us, enabled 

us to become whom we were made to be. 


THE SERMON IN A SENTENCE: 


Our lives should reflect Jesus, not just our words about 
Jesus.

YOU:


Where do you fall on this spectrum? How often do you regard your 

faith primarily on the basis of what is in it for you? How often do you 

wish for the crown without the cross? How can you avoid the danger 

of playing faith when Christ calls us to live it?


CLOSE:
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The way I am eating is called the Keto Diet. I will not bore you with the de-

tails now. I’d be happy to talk to you later if you are interested, because 

then I don’t have to Be Quiet About My Diet! I have been going to a KETO 

friendly meetup where others want to learn about eating this way and 

share their successes and tips with others. Last week I said something 

there that I want to share with you: 


I don’t call it a DIET, because that has the word “die” in it! 
I call it a lifestyle, because that has the word “life” in it! 

Think about it. Jesus doesn't call us to die, except to self. He calls us to 

live, now and for eternity. It’s not about death, but about life. So get liven-

ing what your believe. Do the best you can, do the worst you can as long 

as you learn form it and grow. Just do it! Do something in response to the 

grace and love of God in Jesus Christ. But what if you're mess us? You 

mess up, but at least you tried!


There's a song By a group called DC Talk that begins with a quote that will 

punch us all in the kisser!


The greatest single cause of atheism in the world 
today is Christians who acknowledge Jesus with 
their lips then walks out the door and deny him with 
their lifestyle. That is wha an unbelieving world 
simply finds unbelievable. 

It matters that the way you live your Loire is affected by the love you have 

received in Jesus.


