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On The Way 

Mark 10:46-52


INTRO;


Some say that Mark is a one long story of Jesus on the way to the cross. 

How sad and serious to think that Jesus walks toward his cross alone. This 

is him, God’s own Son . . . and we crucified him.


Serious and sad, but Mark goes deeper and more sad. You see, Jesus in-

vites others to walk with him toward the cross, disciples on the way to 

suffering for themselves and death right along with Jesus who was on the 

way to suffering and death. 


In Mark, the key word for “Gospel” is “the way.” We see it over and over 

again, ordinary people are asked to walk with Jesus on “the way.” 


To believe in Jesus is to follow Jesus on “the way.” 

Remember that Mark’s whole Gospel is about a journey. We see that Jesus 

does all his teaching on the run, on the move. If we want to be taught by 

Jesus in Mark, we are going to stay on the way with Jesus.


ME:


On the way this morning we will meet one of my favorite characters in the 

story of God in the Bible. A man named Bartimaeus. He reminds me of my 
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preaching professor, J Ellsworth Kalas. I wrote a sermon about Bartimaeus 

in his class. It was called “Have Faith in Faith.”  

A terrible title that is theologically thin! 

But he liked the sermon, and so did I. It made the rounds during the begin-

ning of my ministry. That’s is why it reminds me of my dad too. He called it 

the Bartimaeus tour! I lost track of that sermon on an old floppy disk 

when I switched to Macintosh computers, so the Bartimaeus tour has end-

ed. But the lectionary puts Bartimaeus on our hearts and minds today. I 

only hope the Spirit helps me recall some of that old message, if it is suit-

able enough to help you today.


YOU:


Have you ever thought about what you would say if Jesus asked you 

what you wanted him to do for you? Would you take the cue from 

James and John last Sunday? Glory. Power. Authority. With no responsi-

bility. Or, would you do what Bartimaeus did? What did he do? Well, 

let’s find out! 


First, let’s prepare with prayer:


GOD:


 Mark 10:46  They came to Jericho. As he and his 
disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, 
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was 
sitting by the roadside. 47 When he heard that it was 
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Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48 Many 
sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even 
more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
49  Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And 
they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; 
get up, he is calling you.” 50  So throwing off his 
cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51  Then 
Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for 
you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me 
see again.” 52 Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has 
made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight 
and followed him on the way

WE:


Jesus is on the move. He is on the way. Jesus heals Bartimaeus, this is not 

unusual for Jesus, is it? Nope, not in Mark’s Gospel. But what is unusual is 

that we are given his name. Some think this means that Bartimaeus was 

well known in the early Christian Church. He is remembered by name, un-

like all the other people Jesus healed. He is remembered because like all 

the others, he “began to follow Jesus on the way.” In response to being 

healed, he followed Jesus becoming one of the first disciples.


He had been blind for a long time. Seeing the sun rise or set is a distant 

memory. He is not able able to work or gaze into his children’s eyes. They 

called him “Blind Bartimaeus.” For so long he was named by his disabili-

ty.
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Bartimaeus was there making money the only way he could. Relying on the 

mercy of others and their alms. He is confident today will be a good day, 

with the crowds heading to Jerusalem for Passover. 


Will it be as good as he hopes? We will . . . see. Yes, 
we will see. 

So he reaches into his cloak spread out on the ground in collection mode 

to see how the mercy is doing today. Then he hears a wave of echoed 

chatter move thought he crowd! He hears a name, “Jesus.” He has heard 

of this name! His heart swells with the heat of excitement and potential! He 

hopes he will see some mercy now ... he shouts, “Son of David, have 

mercy on me! The crowd encouraged him . . . to shut his mouth! He has 

waited so long to see such a moment of possibility and he could not let it 

pass by. He shouted loudly, “Son of David show me mercy!”  

Jesus heard him. Jesus stopped. Jesus said to call him here. They encour-

aged him again, but this time to take heart! To get up! He is calling you!


Bartimaeus did take heart, his warm heart, and sprung to his feet! All the 

mercy coins rolled away into the street!


There stands Bartimaeus in the street in front of Jesus. What should he 

say? Jesus's speaks first. “What do you want me to do for you?


Come on Jesus! He’s blind, what do think he wants you to do for him? 

Jesus knows what he needs. Just like God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
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know what we need before we say it in prayer. Jesus needs him to say it. 

Jesus needs us to say it in prayer too. When we do, it is not for his sake, 

but for ours. Praying changes us. Saying it changes us, and saying it is 

about to change Bartimaeus. 


He says he wants to see again. Jesus said it. He said for him to go his way, 

his faith had healed him. Immediately, he could see! 


Talk about love at first sight! 

The first thing he saw was mercy standing there as the Son of God looking 

back at him in compassion.


Bartimaeus followed Jesus on the way. That is why we remember his 

name. He really saw who Jesus was. 


To know Jesus, to see him, to believe in jesus is to 
follow him on the way.

THE SERMON IN A SENTENCE:


To know Jesus, to see him, to believe in Jesus is to 
follow him on the way.

YOU:


What do you want Jesus to do for you? In what way are you blind? 

What is your “sight” that needs to be restored? 

CLOSE:
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The greatest challenge in spreading the gospel is not to get our mouths 

moving but it get our feet moving. Sometimes when I am visiting a shut in 

or someone who is going through a tough time . . . they tell me I am the 

only one they have heard from at First Church. That is sad. So before you 

tell me or others how sorry you are to hear what so and so is going 

through, I say to you . . . GO! Go see them. Go be God’s presence to them. 

Bring them comfort, bring them a newspaper, bring them a Slurpee! Be the 

Church. God will give you words to say even though your presence says 

more than your words do most of the time. Just go. Be there. Be present. 

Go.


Where did Jesus say to his followers: “Talk about me to others?” We saw 

last week that what he said was to Follow him. Get your beautiful feet 

moving and go!


Evangelism experts say the toughest part of evangelism is just walking into 

the room. Evangelism is not really about what we say, but about what we 

do. The heat and the hands and the arms are more important than the 

mouth.


Remember that the women that found the empty tomb were not just told to 

“Tell!” They were commanded by the angel to “Go! Tell!”


To know Jesus, to see him, to believe in Jesus is to follow him on the way. 
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God’s Spirit was kind enough to remind me of some of that 25 year old 

message! I pray that he will twist it and turn it and make it fit into your 

hearts perfectly so that you can see and be healed and go and be the 

church in the tri-cities and in the world!


Prayer


I want Jesus to walk with me.

I want Jesus to walk with me.

Lord Jesus, you have called each of us to walk with you. 
Thank you for all the times you have joined us and 
walked beside us. Lord, I want to see. Help me to see. 
There are so many times in our lives when we could not 
have made it without you walking beside us. Give us 
courage to walk with you where you lead us. Calm our 
anxious fears of being led into tough places. We promise 
to walk with you, because we know that you will continue 
to walk with us. Amen.


