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Following 

Mark 10:35-45


INTRO:


Christians are those who are following. We are following Jesus. This does 

not mean that we understand what this means in its entirety. It means that 

we are disciples, those who are following behind Jesus daily. It means 

that we answered the call to follow Jesus when it came. Unlike the man 

last Sunday who rejected the cost of following Jesus. 


ME:


I am usually put off by books or sermons, that are called “Nine reasons 

you are not really a Christian even though you might have thought you 

were one when you came to church.” It is even more off putting to the 

world how the church often focuses on all the ways you don’t measure up 

as a disciple instead of all the ways you are a disciple and that they have 

seen positive growth in your ability to follow Jesus. I want to think with you 

today about following. Not about tailgating that slow driver in front of you 

by following tool closely, but about Following Jesus. 


YOU:
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Do you remember when Jesus said to the Apostles, “Believe the fol-

lowing nine things about me?” I hope that you don’t remember it, I hope 

you cannot cite chapter and verse. Why? Because Jesus never ever . . . 

ever said that! He said . . . “Follow me.”


There is not mystery here, no interpretation necessary. He said . . . follow. 

It is vital to be a follower of Jesus. This is more important than being a 

Christian. They say that Christianity is not a set of beliefs or propositions. 

Christianity is a matter of discipleship. It is a matter of following Jesus. 

Faith in Jesus is not about beliefs about Jesus. It’s being willing to follow 

Jesus. The faith is in the . . . following.


So, what's the problem? We need to better understand what discipleship 

is and what it is not. Jesus is all ready to help us this morning in Mark’s 

Gospel. Let’s see what we can learn about following Jesus:


Let open our hearts in prayer together... 

GOD:


 Mark 10:35–45 (NRSV): 35 James and John, the sons 
of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, 
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask 
of you.” 36 And he said to them, “What is it you want 
me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant 
us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, 
in your glory.” 38 But Jesus said to them, “You do 
not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink 
the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism 
that I am baptized with?” 39  They replied, “We are 



3

able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink 
you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am 
baptized, you will be baptized; 40  but to sit at my 
right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is 
for those for whom it has been prepared.” 

41 When the ten heard this, they began to be angry 
with James and John. 42 So Jesus called them and 
said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles 
those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it 
over them, and their great ones are tyrants over 
them. 43 But it is not so among you; but whoever 
wishes to become great among you must be your 
servant, 44  and whoever wishes to be first among 
you must be slave of all. 45 For the Son of Man came 
not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a 
ransom for many.” 

WE:


Mark’s Gospel, and all Gospels, are all about a journey. A journey with a 

beginning, a middle, and an end. Those who begin journeys do not really 

know where the journey is heading. They do not know where the road will 

end. As Jesus calls disciples in the Gospels, they don’t really even know all 

that much about Jesus. He just says, “Follow me” and they do, but where 

are they going? Who is the “me” they have chosen to follow?


This will all be uncovered and understood on the journey. Today we lis-

tened in on Jesus and his disciples as he continues to reveal himself to 

them. He tells of leadership and the contrasting models that they saw in 

their times by the Gentiles and what was expected of them. This passage 
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will help us realize what it is like to be in a relationship with Jesus. To be 

with Jesus is to be with him on the way. It is a journey full of surprises like 

most journeys. 


Because to believe in Jesus is NOT to stay in one place 
all you life.

Jesus did not command us to swallow a dozen unreasonable philosophies 

in order to be with him. He asked us to follow him. Faith in Jesus is a will-

ingness, a simple willingness to follow Jesus. It is to stumble along behind 

him, because the faith is in the . . . following.


I love how someone put it:


There is no need to be befuddled when asked “Are you a 
Christian? “ That’s a freebie. Easy. 

You answer not because you have your head strait about the meaning of 

atonement, the trinity, or what a potluck is! 


You can simply answer that yes you are trying your best 
to follow Jesus. You are his disciple. The faith is in the 
following.

Did Jesus ever get frustrated with the disciples? Yes. He is irritated that 

they use don't get the point a lot of the time. As he criticizes them, it does 

not mean that they are not real disciples. It means that they are still on the 

journey. They are still on the way. If they were not committed to following 
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Jesus, there would be no reason to correct them. Faith does not mean that 

they have arrived, it means that they are on the way. 


Faith does not mean that we have arrived, it means 
that we are on the way.

Think about when you became a Christian. Do you remember? Maybe 

you remember and maybe you don't. It is not really all that important. It is 

interesting to think about when people became Christians. The more im-

portant thing is that you are on the way. Somehow, sometime you got on 

the way of following Jesus. Being on the way is to imitate the moves of Je-

sus in all we do.


I read that Jesus comes to us and invites us with a simple, “ Follow Me.” 

Some heed the invitation and follow, but some do not. Graham Greened 

tells of an old priest, mostly known for drinking whiskey and a string of fail-

ures, who finds himself in the last morning of his life:


”What an impossible fellow I am,” he thought, “and 
how useless. I have done nothing for anybody. I 
might just as well have never lived.”

Then Greene offers this haunting verdict:


”He felt an immense disappointment because he had 
to forgo to God empty-handed, with nothing done at 
all. It seemed to him at that moment, that it would 
have been quite easy to have been a saint. It would 
only have needed a little self-restraint and a little 
courage. He felt like someone who had missed 
happiness by seconds at an appointed place. He 
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knew now that at the end there was only one thing 
that counted—to be a saint.”

We are those who have heard our names called, who have a sense that 

party was about to begin, and we wanted to be apart of it. We are those 

who know the poet Auden meant where. Hew said, “I know nothing, ex-

cept what everyone knows—if there when Grace dances, I should 

dance.” 


THE SERMON IN A SENTENCE:


The Faith is in the Following.

YOU:


Wherever you are, wherever you are doing, you are a disciple of Jesus. 

Some like to distinguish between the clergy and laity by saying the clergy 

are in “full time Christian service.” How can this be? We only work an 

hour a week, right? Ha. Ha. Ha. Remember, we have two services here, 

so I work two hours a week!


Following Jesus is not about cramming Christian things into our already 

busy schedules. It is about doing all that we do for Jesus.


When we lived in Portsmouth, Adria and I had lunch with a former parish-

ioner and his wife. The former parishioner, Brad, was thinking about enter-

ing the ministry. He asked Adria how she liked being with someone who 

talks about Jesus ALL the time. She told him that I don’t do that. I ex-
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plained to Brad that it would be pretty boring if all I did was talk about Je-

sus. I tried to help him understand that he influences everything I do and 

that there was no need to talk about him all the time. 


The world judges us by the way we live our lives in response to following 

Jesus. Even more . . . they judge Jesus by the sort of lives he produces in 

us. Do not feel guilty about this, but encouraged to let him live in you and 

through you more and more today.


CLOSE:


Flannery O’Conner said:


> most of us come to the church by a means the church does not al-

low.”


We think of being Christian as something we do, or something we decide. 

Not true! Church begins with Jesus. And the simple words, “Follow me. 

The faith is in the following.


Let’s pray to him together now...


