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The New Household 

Ephesians 2:11-22


INTRO:


The church is a new family. 


A family formed by, called by, and built by God out of a quarreling and 

divided humanity. 


From those who were divided, Jews and Gentiles, a new household has 

been formed, a new people called the church. 


To be in the church is to be a member of an alternative community.


It is a new community with values and views varied from those of the world 

in order that the world, through Christ, might be saved from itself.


ME:


I remember being warned bout calling the church a family. Because family 

systems are not always healthy and good. And some may associate their 

bad experience


YOU:


How do you feel about calling the church a family?




2

GOD:


Ephesians 2:11 So then, remember that at one time 
you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by 
those who are called “the circumcision”—a physical 
circumcision made in the flesh by human hands— 
12  remember that you were at that time without 
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and swithout God in the world. 
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both 
groups into one and has broken down the dividing 
wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15  He has 
abolished the law with its commandments and 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new 
humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 
16  and might reconcile both groups to God in one 
body through the cross, thus putting to death that 
hostility through it. 17 So he came and proclaimed 
peace to you who were far off and peace to those 
who were near; 18  for through him both of us have 
access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are 
no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens 
with the saints and also members of the household 
of God, 20 built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 
cornerstone. 21  In him the whole structure is joined 
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 
22 in whom you also are built together spiritually into 
a dwelling place for God. 

WE: 
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Paul writes about the joining together of Israel and the Gentiles. The divi-

sion was related to the Gentile’s lack of relationship with God. Since they 

were not “God’s people,” the Jews of that day tolerated no relationship 

with them. The Greek word for “Gentile” can also mean “nation,” or any-

one who was not a Jew. The Jews remembered that it because of intimate 

relationships between Jews and Gentiles that Israel was conquered and 

led into exile. After returning from exile, rules were established to encour-

age a separation between them. But now Paul shares good news with the 

Gentiles to whom he writes. Because of Christ, they are reconciled to God 

and fellow heirs to the Kingdom with God’s chosen.




Paul sees the distinction between Jews and Gentiles as based on circum-

cision. This was a controversial topic between Paul and the Jews since his 

conversion. It even caused a special meeting in Jerusalem after Paul’s first 

missionary journey with Barnabas. The early church decided there was 

nothing wrong with Paul spreading the gospel to Gentiles, and that Gen-

tiles did not need to be circumcised to be Christians. This decision was 

made by the Christians, not by the Jews. And so, Paul and his fellow Jews 

continued to disagree.




John Wesley Saint kn his sermon “The Circumcision of the Heart,”
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> The distinguishing mark of a true follower of Christ, of one who is in a 

state of acceptance with God, is not either outward circumcision, or bap-

tism, or any other outward form, but a right state of soul, a mind and spirit 

renewed after the image of Him that created it. It is that habitual disposition 

of the soul, which, in the sacred writings, is termed holiness; and which di-

rectly implies the being cleansed from sin, “from all filthiness both of flesh 

and spirit;” and, by consequence the being endued with those virtues 

which were also in Christ Jesus; the being so “renewed in the spirit of our 

mind,” as to be “perfect as our Father in heaven is perfect.”




The Gentiles were separated from Israel because they were not physically 

circumcised. “Gentile” was often an expression of contempt by the Jews. 

This contempt can be heard in the way Paul describes their uncircumcised 

state. They were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship with Is-

rael. They were foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope, 

and without God in the world.




The Greek word translated “without God” is used only here in the Bible. It 

was used in other Classical Greek writings and meant: 


(1) an atheist
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(2) impious 


(3) without God’s help. 


Paul’s readers fully understand the renewed relationship between Jews 

and Gentiles because Jesus is our peace.




God made the two one. Alchemy was believed to be the ability to mix vari-

ous elements together and create gold. An early church father, saw a type 

of alchemy in this union—


 as Jews and Gentiles becoming something better than 
they were before. 

It was as if God had mixed lead and silver and created gold. 


Paul believed God’s purpose was to create one new 
household out of two.



God destroyed the dividing wall of hostility. The Temple in Jerusalem had a 

number of courtyards. The outermost was known as the Court of the Gen-

tiles, which was the only place Gentiles were allowed to enter. The Inner 

Temple area was raised slightly higher than the Court of the Gentiles and 

surrounded by a Balustrade. Signs on this wall warned Gentiles that no 

one could guarantee their safety if they entered the Inner Temple. 
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The Gentiles were allowed to come somewhat close 
God, but never as close the Jews. 

Gentiles in this outer court were known as “God Fearers.” These had an 

interest in serving Israel’s God, but were unwilling to be circumcised or ob-

serve other regulations of the faith.


Some believe Paul is referring to the actual dismantling of this wall, which 

happened in a.d. 70. But this would make it impossible for the letter to 

have been written by Paul, because he would have already been executed 

at the hands of Nero at least two years earlier. Others believed that Paul’s 

reference to a wall was the veil in the Temple separating the Holy of Holies 

from the rest of the Temple. This is the curtain that was torn in half, from 

the top down, upon the death of Jesus Christ. This is doubtful, as it had no 

relevance to Gentiles, who could not get near the inner court in the first 

place. This barrier this curtain illustrated was between the Jews and God 

because of their sinfulness.




Paul is referring to a figurative wall that divided Jews and Gentiles, namely 

the law with its commandments. The wall was not torn down by a battering 

ram, but by the death of Jersus. In His flesh means that by Jesus’ death 

the way of salvation was obtained for which the law had been given.


I read that humanity has always built walls to maintain separation. The 

Great Wall of China and the Berlin Wall. But there are also figurative walls 
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that have been built over time. Walls built not of brick, but by ignorance 

and biases held together by hatred and indifference. Paul’s reference to 

Christ’s dismantling the wall is a message for today as we consider the 

ways we stereotype people. Jesus did not just tear down the wall between 

Jews and Gentiles, but between gender, race, ideology, socioeconomic 

levels, and more. If we are in Christ, we are all equal. All distinctions must 

give way to the one overall title for all of God’s children—“the Redeemed.” 

As with the Jews and Gentiles of Paul’s day, God has combined the many 

people of this world into one unique and blessed household known as the 

church, the body of Christ. There are no walls of separation here.


The result of Jesus’ developing the one household out of two, which would 

dismantle the dividing walls of law and humankind.






Verse 20 says that the foundation of God’s household is being built out of 

the message of God as shared by the prophets and apostles. The founda-

tion is not the messenger but the message. It is through the words shared 

by these faithful individuals that God is now establishing His kingdom. The 

personal existence found in the wall is Christ Jesus and him only, serving 

as its chief cornerstone.
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When a block foundation is laid out, it is built beginning with the corners. 

Great care is taken in laying these first blocks, because they will be the ref-

erence points for the rest of the wall. The cornerstone becomes the refer-

ence stone from which everything else about the wall is determined. 


This is how Paul’s understood Jesus and God’s household. In Jesus, the 

whole building is brought together and determined. If the first stone is 

placed incorrectly, the entire building can be built incorrectly. Jesus is the 

perfect and primary cornerstone, and His reference point creates a holy 

temple for God.




Since we have Jesus as this cornerstone, each believer is being built in 

Christ to become a dwelling in which God lives. This idea of a dwelling 

place with God is referred to as a tabernacle in Scripture.




In the wilderness with the Israelites, God instructed the people to build a 

special dwelling tent, known as the Tent of Meeting, the Tabernacle, 

where God would dwell in his presence. The people might witness God’s 

presence, but they could not interact with God when his presence was in 

the tent. There was a distance maintained between God and his people, a 

distance that was enforced even during the time of Herod’s Temple. Only 
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priests could enter the Holy of Holies, and only at certain times during the 

year. 


But then came Jesus.



John, in the first chapter of his gospel, picks up on this theme of dwelling 

by writing: 


“And the word became flesh and tented or dwelt among 
us.” 

The Greek word means literally “to dwell,” but it is taken from the same 

Greek word which means tent, dwelling, or body. So, the passage says 

that God became flesh and dwelt among humankind in his body building. 

The idea is tabernacle. God, in the person of Jesus Christ, came and set 

up his tent of flesh. Not separate from the people, but right in their neigh-

borhood.




Later, when Jesus was attempting to console his disciples regarding the 

news of his death, resurrection, and ascension back to the Father, he told 

them not to be troubled, because he was going away to prepare a place 

for them to come and live with him. It would no longer be God moving in 

our neighborhood, but now us moving in with God: 


“In my Father’s house are many rooms.” 
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Paul echoes this promise by reassuring the Gentiles that they are not only 

included in this household, but that they are being built into dwelling 

places where they will live with God who dwells and will dwell with them in 

Spirit.


Reconciliation is the fulfillment of God’s great plan worked out in the life of 

both Jew and Gentile. Being sinful and separated from God, they were 

brought back by the death of Christ. Being divided from each other be-

cause of the law, they were brought together into a new existence by Je-

sus fulfilling the law. And now they were being built into a holy temple to-

gether with God, founded upon the person of Jesus Christ and the faithful-

ness of his workers.


THE SERMON IN A SENETENCE:


Reconciliation is the fulfillment of God’s great plan 
worked out in the life of both Jew and Gentile.

YOU:


How will you share this good news with others who do not know they 

are reconciled? Do you know you are reconciled? Discipleship is a life 

of unpacking this reconciliation. Are you ready for the chart on the wall 

wit all the strange numbers and words?


CLOSE:
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A pastor tells of when is daughter was sixteen years old, she entered a 

high school classroom. Odd, there were nozzles sticking up out of the 

desks. Someone was playing with the nozzle while the teacher called the 

roll. The teacher shouted, “Don’t touch that! You want to blow us all 

up?” Harriet had never heard of a classroom where one could be hurt. 

Then the teacher began to teach “safety rules.” The whole week was 

spent on learning safety rules. If she thought she knew how to pour liquid 

from one beaker to the next, she was wrong. There was only one right way 

to do it. 


During the first week, someone asked the teacher, “What is that chart up 

on the wall? What do those strange numbers and words mean?” 

“You’re not ready for that,” said the teacher. “Those are the sacred 

signs and symbols of our faith. You must wait for that.” 


At the end of the week there was an exam on the safety rules. Each stu-

dent who passed the exam received a white robe—the liturgical garment of 

the faith—and goggles. “Now,” said the teacher with a sense of expectan-

cy, “now you are ready to enter the world of chemistry.” 


Later in the semester, the day came when the teacher pointed to the chart 

and said, “Now you are at last ready to learn the secrets. I am going to 

teach you how to do things with these symbols that you have never 
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done before. I am going to take you places you would never have 

gone had you not had the good sense to take chemistry.” 


And the chemistry textbook was not just full of facts, figures, and formulae; 

it had short biographies and pictures of heroes who braved ignorance and 

injustice and taught us how to pasteurize milk. Saints!  

Around the first of December, Harriet came in with a bag of groceries. Her 

dad watched as she reached in the bag and retrieved a package. “Heat-

activated deodorant,” he heard Harriet read aloud. She instinctively 

flipped the box over, saying to herself, “I wonder what this has in it? 

Something that reacts at about 98 degrees, I guess.” 


And she read the list of chemicals in the deodorant. As someone who is 

supposed to be in the conversion business, in inculcating the practices of 

an alien faith, her dad stood in awe of that moment. Here was a miraculous 

transformation in the life of my daughter, which had been worked in less 

than four months. 


Now, when Harriet looks out the window in the morning, she no longer 

sees the same world she saw four months ago. She has been adopted into 

a household called . . . chemistry. In the same way, through our own 

brand of discipleship training, we learn about our having been adopted into 

the house household of God, no distinction, no division, just people seek-

ing Jesus, the cornerstone of the new household.
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Let’s pray to Jesus now...


