
February Birthdays 
Jason Poe (1), Frances Duncan (2), Wilfred Frederiksen (2), Pat Steininger (2), Carl 
Brundin (3), Garet Jordan (5), Ron Rhodes (8), Brenda Harrup (9), Mike Bujakowski (9), 
Heather Dobbs (9), Alexandra Lawson (9), Sally Sparks (9), Robert Bishop (10), Kay 
Rackley (11), Rachel Narron (12), Kay Slade (12), Kathy Bond (13), Dawn Williamson (13),
Richard Hoagland (14), Kaitlyn Mitchell (14), Frances Myers (15), Dennis Foxworth (16), 
Gladys Lovelady (17), Cindy Sealey (19), Luke Butterworth (20), Pat Rainey (20), Christine
Bornschein (22), Claire Richey (22), Connor Dobbs (23), Tori Pierce (23), Susan Denny 
(26), Connie Houser (26), Sherri McGrath (26), Ruth Carico (27), Doug Patrick (27)

February Anniversaries 
Gus and Betty Lane Robbins (6), Ben and Kay Rackley (12), Gordon and Betty Bowman 
(16), Willard and Gladys Lesley (16), Doug and Patricia Patrick (23)
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Patti Williams, Admin. Asst. Gloria Donati, Custodian
Dennis Foxworth, Lay Leader Margie E. Dowden, Nursery Attendant
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Greetings First United Methodist Church, 

I fully understand you are reading this in February. I would like to challenge
you with a New Year's resolution anyway. It is a resolution to become a 
Bible scholar by reading the entire Bible this year. Bishop Lewis has 
challenged us all to do this in 2017. 

I try to post the day's reading every day on our Church Facebook page. The 
daily readings are available on a printout on the table as you enter the 
sanctuary too. It is usually only two or three chapters a day. Do you think 
you could give 15-20 minutes a day to get to know God better? Perhaps you 
could read first thing in the morning or just before going to sleep. Getting to 
know God better through reading what He has revealed of Himself in 
Scripture will change your life! If you did not begin on January 1st, you can 
catch up by adding an extra chapter to your reading for February and March.
Or just begin today with the current reading, mark your Bible where you 
started, and finish when you get back there next February. I hope you will 
do this! Join me, join Bishop Lewis and many others in Virginia in getting to 
know God better by reading His Word!
 
      See you in the Bible, 

Chris 



Letters of Thanks

On behalf of the Hopewell Food Pantry Board and the many families we serve, I want to thank you
for your support of our organization and your donation of $500…..  (Richard Commander)

On behalf of the Tri-Cities Habitat for Humanity Board, thank you for recognizing the great need
for affordable homes in the tri-cities area and your donation of $500… (Reginal Jacobs)

Thank you for the gift of toiletry items to support James House. We also appreciate your donation
of $100 to support our programs.  (Chana Ramsey)

Thank you for your continued support of the  Society of St. Andrew.  Please accept our heartfelt
thanks for your generous gift of $100 to Meals for Millions.  (Wade Mays)

     Boy  Scout  Sunday  is  February  12th    

WINTER HATS AND GLOVES NEEDED 
Winter hats and gloves are now being collected for the children in our area. A bin for the 
donations is now available at the end of the main hallway near the Crib Room. 

Treasurer’s Report for month ending December 31, 2016:
Operating fund:

Beginning balance as of 11/30/16……….. $16,143.16
Income for December………………………….    25,371.93
Expenses for December ………………………  (22,165.52)
Balance as of 12/31/16 ………………………..  19,349.57

Designated Funds Balance as of 12/31/16 ……..   42,242.60
Money Market Balance ………………………………….   55,414.98
Love & Needy (Separate Checking Account) ….…….. 500.00

THE HOPEWELL FOOD PANTRY NEEDS STAPLE FOOD ITEMS
The director of the HFP, Dick Commander, personally thanks First Church for it's generous 
support and prayers during 2016. The $80.50 that was collected in lose change in 
December   will help defray the operating costs to keep the facility in operation.
Staple food donations for the HFP from FUMC may be placed in our HFP bin located at the 
end of our church’s main hallway downstairs. The following items are always needed:

Peanut Butter  Canned Tuna & Chicken Low Sodium Veggies
Fruits Packed in Juice Spaghetti Sauce (No Glass) Canned or Dry Beans
Hot & Cold Cereal Whole Grain Snacks

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

NEWS AND UPCOMING ACTIVITIES – 

The United Methodist Women will host a special “Souper Bowl” luncheon on 
Sunday, February 5th immediately following the 11:00 service. 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 

NEWS AND UPCOMING ACTIVITIES --

Our January meeting was a success with over 33 handicapped guests from 
residences in Chesterfield.  On Saturday, February 11th , the UMM will hold a 
breakfast meeting at Rosa’s at 8:00 a.m.  The Gideons will be our speakers.

FEBRUARY - STEWARDSHIP

Ushers:      D. Patrick, R. Anderson, D. Calloway, G. Hamilton, D. Johnson
Greeters:   8:45 a.m. Worship Service

       February 5, 2017    -- Christy Frank
       February 12, 2017  -- Joyce Purr and Ben Farmer
       February 19, 2017  -- Curly Moore



       February 26, 2017  -- Margie Dowden
Greeters:   11:00 a.m. Worship Service – Beverly Johnson and Tricia Patrick
Altar Flowers:   All  dates available

FUMC Chancel Choir Needs You!

First United Methodist Church of Hopewell has always
had great pride in and shown great support for its

Chancel Choir, and that is very much appreciated by
those of us who sing and work with the Choir.  We strive
to provide Sunday anthems and special music programs

to glorify our God and to bless those who listen. 

In recent years, our Choir has experienced a loss in
membership through retirements, youth who have grown up and moved away, members who have

relocated, and sadly even by several deaths.  That said, our Choir has diminished to its smallest
membership since I became Director nearly twenty-five years ago.  This to me is heart breaking.

FUMC is blessed to have a great organist and Choir accompanist, and the voices we currently have are
among the best as well.  But . . . we need a few more voices in order for our Choir to be its best.  I am

asking you to think seriously and pray about becoming a member of this wonderful group.  We rehearse
every   Thursday evening at 7:00. You will find our Choir members to be very friendly and actually a lot
of fun.  We talk and laugh and enjoy each other’s good times, and we share and pray for each other in the
not-so-good times – we are each other’s friends, and you will enjoy that same friendship!  Personally, our

Chancel Choir members are among my best friends, and I love them dearly.

     On another note, I am reorganizing our Handbell Choir!  We are blessed to have many beautiful bells, 
and a Handbell Choir will add so much to our worship services and other special occasions.  I am 
scheduling an introductory rehearsal at 6:00 PM on
Thursday, February 16  th!  If you are an experienced ringer,
please plan to return.  If you have never experienced ringing bells,
please come and explore their majestic beauty!  Instructions are
easy to follow, and you will receive help and support from other
members.  Adults AND youth are welcome!” 

     I hope you will seriously consider joining one or both of these
Choirs.  The ability to read music is helpful but NOT required, nor is experience!  Come join us!  

In grateful praise, 
Judy Blevins 

   SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR FEBRUARY 
Matthew 6:6 -- King James Version 6 “But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, 
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father 
which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.”

The Message 6 “Here’s what I want you to do: Find a quiet, secluded place so you won’t be 
tempted to role-play before God. Just be there as simply and honestly as you can manage. 
The focus will shift from you to God, and you will begin to sense his grace.”
Our greatest new year’s resolution should be more fellowship with God. We need to make 
up our mind to spend dedicated minutes each day in our “closet.” 

 Pray by worshiping God. Be still. Turn off the static of busy thoughts. Know God is 
all-present and all-loving. He has good plans for you when you listen and obey.

 Read scripture, God’s love letters to you. Suggestion: underline all the healings in 
the four gospels. Notice how immediate theses healings happen. Believing is as fast
as the speed of thought.

 Come to church where members encourage one another’s faith, like those cheering
for runners in a marathon. At church we become more receptive to God’s Word.

May your faith, as small as a mustard seed, begin to grow and grow.
Let’s remind ourselves to stay focused on God and be grateful for His many blessings. God 
delights in being with you, loving you and giving you abundant blessings. However, His 
gifts can be missed in our busyness.  In the New Year, make sure you have a plan for 
preparing yourself daily with the truths of God’s Word so that you worry less and trust God
more.

Ft. Lee Playhouse Production --  

Ann Easterling, Cholly’s daughter, will be starring in the Lee Playhouse February 
production.  The Theater Company at Fort Lee announces the opening of “Broadway 
Bound,” by Neil Simon Feb. 3 at the Lee Theater, on Mahone Avenue.  Performances are 
Fridays and Saturdays, Feb. 3, 4, 10, 11, 17 and 18 at 8:00 p.m., and Sundays, Feb. 5, 12 
and 19 at 3 p.m. Tickets are $13 (adults) and $7 (youth). All shows are open to the public.

Finishing up the trilogy of “Brighton Beach Memoirs” and “Biloxi Blues,” “Broadway 
Bound” finds Eugene and his older brother Stanley trying to break into show business as 
professional comedy writers while trying to cope with their parent’s break-up. They have a
lot of material to pull from in their own house. The play alternates between funny and 
serious. The situations are as relative today as they were in 1949.  The cast is headed by 
Ben West as Eugene, Travis West as Stanley, Ann Easterling as Kate, Mike White as Jack, 
Steve King as Ben and Mellen Minton as Blanche.  For reservations or more information, 
call the box office at (804) 734-6629.
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